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IBLE? 


John Major takes on the Tories 


Prime 
Minister’s 
personal 
appeal on 
' Europe 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

It was the defining moment of the 1997 gen- 
eral election campaign; the point at which 
the Prime Minister turned his back on 
Labour, and took on the opponents with- 
in his own Government and party. 

Openly defied by junior ministers who 
had broken ranks and all the rules ofWhite- 
hall discipline to oppose a European sin- 
gle currency. John Major was forced to take 
on the dissidents. 

_ But the rot continued apace last ni gh t 
with yet another minister. Eric Forth, 
coming out against the single currency. 

Instead of celebrating a further fail in 
unemployment, as planned, the Conserv- 
ative leader turned his daily press confer- 
ence into a repeat of his long-standing 
appeal to keep the option open on a sin- 
gle currency. 

To the delight of the Tbiy pro-Europeans. 
Mr Major courageously stood his ground. 

But he left his parry’s vociferous Euro- 
sceptics in despair that he bad not snatched 
the opportunity to swing the election by 
grabbing for the votes of ihehard opponents ' 
of anything to do with Brussels. 

Opening his vain appeal to the rebels, 
Mr Major said; “Everyone who’s been out 
there in the country in this campaign knows 
where the heart and gut of this election 
lies.** That issue, he said, was the question 
of a federal Europe. 

All the reports The Independent received 
from around the country yesterday sug- 
gested that Europe was not at all the num- 
ber one issue with the voters. The prime 
concerns were education, health and crime. 

A former minister defending a safe Tory 
seat said that the only people raising Eu- 
rope were older voters, in their 50s and 60s, 
who were essentially Euro-soeptic. That was 
an impression from a number of former 
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ministers who had been canvassing. 

But there was no question about the tar- 
get of Mr Major's appeal - his own party. 
Never had such a vital issue been “so woe- 
fully misunderstood". 

Mr Major said: “No one at this moment, 
no one whatever they say, whatever their 
predilections may be, wherever their in- 
stincts may lie, no one can be absolutely cer- 


tain in what way it would affect us, or what 
the outcome will be, whether we joined the 
single currency, or whether we. stayed 
out," 

Yet the Conservative ministers and MPs 
who had come out against the single cur- 
rency appeared certain enough. 

Mr Major’s own assessment of the bal- 
ance for and against the currency could not 


have been more even-handed. If it worked, 
the single currency could provide rising liv- 
ing standards across Europe. If it failed it 
could bring “economic catastrophe across 
the whole of Europe." 

But be concluded by saying that until the 
negotiations had been finalised no one could 
know which way the balance would lie. 

“Whether you agree with me or disagree 


with me; like me or loathe me. don’t bind 
my hands when I am negotiating on be- 
half of the British nation." 

Mr Major said he was often urged by crit- 
ics to rule the whole single currency issue 
in, or out. entirely. “Ji would be splendid- 
ly derisive, they say-so splendidly derisive 
you would send the British Prime Minis- 
ter naked into that conference chamber with 
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nothing to negotiate, with nothing to wring 
the best deal out of our partners. 

But the immediate reaction from his own 
party gave few grounds for hope of unity. 

John Redwood, the most prominent dis- 
sident. said; “I am not going to change my 
position. I am a consistent man. I have 
thought it through. On principle 1 oppose 
the single currency economically, consti- 
tutionally and politically." 

More damaging. Sir Marcus Fav. chair- 
man of the backbench 1922 committee, told 
BBC radios WortdatOnetiiai he supported 
the two Ministers who had stepped out of 
line - Mr Horam and Mr Paicc. “We are 
■ putting a marker down simply to say that 
we have wry strong feelings and we don’t 
want a single currency. wT don’t want to 
lose the pound," he said. 

As for the two ministers, Mr Major told 
his press conference: "“We have spoken to 
those two ministers overnight. They realise 
how unwise they were. They realise that they 
have to accept our negoiiate-and-deridc 
policy. They realise that they are bound by 
collective responsibility. 

But the chairman of Mr Horam’s Orp- 
ington Constituency Conservative associa- 
tion, Phil Winter, told the World at One: 
"...As far as Mr Horam is concerned we 
have always understood he has main- 
tained the party line of wail and see, but 
he has expressed his opinion and has the 
full support of the association." 

Rom the party's pro- European wing, one 
Minister said: "Mr Major s response was 
courageous, and it could prove a turning 
point in the party’s internal battle. Certainly, 
he has surprised those of us who w-cre be- 
ginning to despair of when he was going to 
stand hisjjitnind." 

Intruding on the Tories' grief, Tony 
Blair said in Southampton: “We are wit- 
nessing the collapse of the Conservative Par- 
ty under the weight of its own divisions." 


ADVERTISEMENT 


An appeal from Tony Blair 


| Michael Harrison 

. • Labour is examining plans put 
forward by the Post Office to 
' i-Jrivatise the organisation if it 
,--jwins the election in a move 
r ' Vhich could raise £2bn towards 
; "the “black hole" in the public 
; finances. 

Two options are understood 
, to be under consideration. One 
- -;is to sell 49 per cent of the Post 
* ' Office, thus keeping it in public 
' - ownership, but at the same 
time give it commercial freedom 
-to raise money on the financial 
markets and enter joint ventures 
' with private sector partners. 

The second more radical 
"'■? option is to sell a 51 per cent 
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£3m fine for Morgan 

Deutsche Morgan Grenfell was 
yesterday ordered to pay more 
than £3m after the regulator 
Imro handed down the largest 
fine ever imposed under t he 
Financial Services Ad- A £ 2m 
fine for the mishandling of 
investors' funds by former 
slar manager Peter Young 
was almost three times 
higher than the previous 
record. P^ 22 

Tobacco talks 

■America’s two largest tobacco 


stake in the Post Office but 
retain a "golden share". This 
would enable Labour to ring 
fence monopoly services such as 
the Royal Mail and guarantee 
a universal service to every 
address in the country at a 
uniform price. 

As a first step to privatisation, 
the Post Office could be 
reconstituted as a 100 per cent 
government-owned company. 
This change of status would free 
it from Treasury spending rules, 
giving it the freedom to fight 
growing competition from over- 
seas post offices and private mail 
firms such as DHL. TNT and 
Federal Express. 

Labour's deputy leader John 


Ptescott, a strong advocate of ' Post Office, 
partnerships between foe private Both are said to favour 

and public sector, has been “commercialisation" of the Post 
briefed on the plans by John Office, including the in trod uc- 


6 Labour are determined to 
deliver a solution where Michael 
Heseltine failed 9 


Roberts, chief executive of the 
Post Office. So loo has Kim 
Howells, the member of 
Labour's trade and industry 
team with responsibility for the 


tion of private capital, although 
Mi Prescott may baulk at the 
sale of 51 per cent 
If Labour does sell part of the 
Post Office, h would mark a 


forther' significant step in its 
conversion to privatisation 
following confirmation that h 
will look at the sale of air traffic 
control. It would also mean that 
Labour bad succeeded where 
Michael Heseltine failed. Mr 
Heseltine was prevented from 
privatising (he Post Office in 
1995 after a backbench Tbiy 
revolt. 

One source said: “They are 
determined to deliver a solution 
to the Post Office's needs where 
Michael Heseltine failed." 

Labour has confirmed it 
would consider the sale of 
Parcelforee, which has long 
been slated for privatisation. 
However, Post Office chiefs 


have cautioned h against piece- 
meal sales arguing that 
Parcelforee should be kept 
intact and sold along with Royal 
Mail and the Counters network. 

The Post Office made a profit 
of £422m in 1 995-96 and in the 
current financial year is 
budgeted to contribute £330m 
to government finances through 
its External Finance Limit. A 
100 per cent sale could raise 
£4bn. 

But a more attractive ! 
solution might be to give it , 
commercial freedom and then 
sell a half stake. This could raise 
£2bn instantly but give Labour 
a continuing stream of income 
through the EFL 
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it straight out of Eden 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

Michelangelo seems to have got 
it at least parity right, when in 
the Sistine Chapel he depicted 
the snake in the Garden of 
Eden as having arms. 

Except for one detail; the last 
things snakes lost was their 
legs, according to scientists who 




talks with plaint ives for a set- 
tlement that could entail a pay- 
out worth S30Utm in a bidto 
escape a legal nightmare. The 
move could have a favourable 
knock-on effect on legal 
action against UK 
companies. 


If the details are confirmed 
of the fossilised skeleton, which 
was found, appropriately 
enough, 20km north of 
Jerusalem, then it may answer 
one of evolution’s great un- 
solved mysteries: how did 


lizards lose then limbs and 
become snakes? 

The suggestion is that the 
most primitive ancestor of the 
snake, called Pachyrhachis 
problematicus, evolved during 

the Cretaceous period between 
136 and 165 million years ago. 

It had a pelvis and tiny but 
well-formed hind limbs, which 
would fit with the fact that, 
modern-day boa constrictors 
have traces of a pelvic girdle, . 
and even have limited vestiges 
of back legs. 

Michael Caldwell, of Alber- 
ta University, Edmonton, 
and Michael Lee, of Sydney 
University, reckon that Pachyr- 
hachis problematicus may have 


lived in the sea before its de- 
scendants moved onto diy land. 

Because snake skeletons are 
deKcate structures, they tend not 
to form dear fossils, leading to 
gaps in the evolutionary tabic. 

“The search for the origin 
of snakes has proved to be a 
thorn in the side of vertebrate 
paleo n to legists," commented 
Nicholas Fraser, of the Virginia 
Museum of Natural History. 

The appropriately-named 
Pachyrhachis problematicus was 
originally classed as a snake, 
and then Jfc a.Iizard, when it was 
.discovered 20 years ago. 

But the Canadian and Aus- 
tralian fossil hunters, who report 
their work today in the science 


journal Nature* found new evi- 
dence that Pachyrhachis prob- 
lematicus is realty the most 
primitive snake. It has a snake- 
like head, a long, slender body, 
no forelimbs but well-devel- 
oped hind limbs. 

They further claim that 
snakes are related to a group of 
lizards which include the pre- 
sent-day monitors, such as the 
Komodo Dragon, from Asia. 

This group includes several 
kinds of extinct sea-lizard, 
which may be the distant an- 
cestors of snakes. Best known 
of these are the mosasaurs, gi- 
ant sea monsters that died out 
at the same time as dinosaurs, 
65 million years ago. 



Serpent with limbs: Detail 
from the Sistine Chapel 
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Policeman jailed for 
death crash to keep his job 

A policeman who was jailed after causing two deaths during a 
lQOrapb pursuit is to beep his job after being released from jail, 
a West Midlands police disciplinary hearing decided yesterday. 

PC Lezlie CoUins, 43. was given a three-month prison sentence 
at Birmingham Crown Court in February after being convicted of 
causing the death by dangerous driving of his colleague PC Robert 
Dahow. 41, and innocent motorist Neil Homer, 20, of Oldbury 
West Midlands, He was also banned from driving for two yeara 
Mr Hamer’s father Dennis said: “We are too upset to speak 
about ibis at the moment. I will give my side of the storv but we 
have been treated disgracefully for the past 15 months. I’m not 
prepared to say anything further at the moment." 

Killer agrees to extradition 

Triple biller Alan Reeve. aiTested in the Irish Republic this month 
after absconding from Broadmoor special hospital in 1981, 
yesterday agreed to return to Britain in accordance with an 
application for his extradition. 

Reeve. 49, is expected to be flown to Britain within 4S hours, 
after signing consent to two extradition warrants in Dublin. He told 
Dublin District Court he was agreeing to be extradited because he 
was confident he would be released from detention on his return, 
because of his “good behaviour over a long period of lime". 

Actors reject new pay offer 

The actors' union Equity last night refused an improved pay offer 
yesterday to 35.000 actors aimed at averting a nationwide 
shutdown. 

The union said it had rejected the Theatrical Management 
Association offer - covering the “vast majority” of 100 subsidised 
regional British theatres, and raising actors' basic minim um salary 
from £190 to £250 a week by April next year - because it excluded 
24 theatres from the main pay increase and offered only £4 a week 
extra in subsistence payments. However, the two sides have agreed 
to meet for further talks on Monday. 

Robins all the rage in style stakes 

The three-wheeled transport 
made famous by Del Boy in 
television’s Only Fools and 
Horses has become the latest 
craze in Austria. Robin Reliant 
manufacturers have been 
flooded with orders sinoe young 
executives in Vienna decided it 
was chic to be seen driving the 
SLX model. Workers at the 
factory's base in Tamworth, 
Staffordshire, are working “flat 
out" to keep up with the 
demand, and there is now a 
12-week waiting list as staff 
work on an order for 40 vehicles, worth £280,000. 

‘Wicked’ prostitute jailed for life 

A prostitute was sentenced to custody for life at the Old Bailey 
yesterday for murdering a wealthy banker who tape-recorded his 
own horrific death. 

Judge Henry Fownall QC told 20-year-old Samantha Enoch of 
CJapham, south London: "In this court there have been some 
calculated, calculating and callous defendants, but few to touch you 
... you are dangerous, devious and wicked.” Enoch had claimed 
she had nothing to do with the death of Syrian-born Habib Saliba, 
who was stabbed 26 times at his flat in London in June last year. 
Ronald Tamplin, 27, who was also accused of murder, was cleared. 

Islanders in poison scare 

A military bomb disposal team has been sent to the Outer 
Hebridean island of Barra to examine a canister washed up on the 
beach only days after a mystery illness struck eight people on the 
island. 

Islanders are concerned there may be a link between the “flu 
type" sickness and the 145.000 tons of germ warfare chemicals 
dumped in deep water off the Hebrides after the Second World 
Whr. Barra councillor. Captain Roddy Maddnnoa last night 
appealed to the Ministry of Defence not to destroy the canister 
before analysing its contents. The MoD has been dismissive of 
suggestions that the dumped chemicals could be the cause of the 
illness, but there are suspicions on the island that the canister 
could be destroyed to eliminate any evidence. Stephen Goodwin 

Academy award for Elton John 

Rock star EUon John yesterday returned to his alma mater , the 
Royal Academy of Music in London, to be awarded honorary 
membership. TTie singer-songwriter, who studied at the junior 
academy from age 11 to 15, joined an “exclusive club" of “eminent 
musicians", whose 250 members include conductor Bernard 
Haitink and tenor Jose Carreras. Previous recipients of the award 
include Mendelssohn, Liszt and Richard Strauss. 

Leading article, page 19 

Church arsonists strike again 

Another Catholic church in Northern Ireland has been damaged in 
a fire believed to have been started by arsonists. Firemen managed 
to restrict damage to the church at Annadone, near Banbridge, 
County Down, to the vestry. Sines the beginning of last year there 
have been 48 attacks on places of warship in Northern Ireland. 
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I t would be an understatement to caJHhe new Veuve 
QicqubtBusmesswprnan of tte.Ybar corifrontatipnaL 
Nicola. FouJston, chief executive of Brands Hatch, 
loves nothing better ttiaria. scrap with the bEazer-andk 
cravat-wearing male motor racing establishment .. . 

For Distance, Ms Foulston, 29, believes her fellow 
racetrack owners are wrong to concentrate an tfie sport 
They should be inhforthe money^e sey®. -'; V \.\ 
a l have very strong views bn fo^ We eHoultf be ' 
making a profit This is a serious business. Vjfosfibtrid 
ha* concentrate on thespprt as a priority^'-* 


ness to puff punches owe much to her background. 

’ Her fnvphrement with Brands Hatch began whenshe 
wasll, when her father suddenty fell in love with motor 
racing and brought his eWerdsmghteralong tohefp 
polish the cars, and jun errands. . . : •• >• . - • 

John FouJstorr, the fourKJer of.Aflantic camputers, 
built up a£40m fortune through computer-tearingand, 
in May 1986, bought Brands Hateh to satisfy dfsnew- , 
found passion. '• / ' ■ 

A year later, while testingan opervtopped Macfaren, 
he crashed and was Wiled. Rather than putting her off, 


Soul star Mark 
Morrison must 
go to jail 

Mark Morrison, the soul singer 
who brought us Moan and Groan 
and Homy was feeling slightly less 
energetic yesterday after he was 
told he faced a jail sentence for 
threatening a police officer with an 
electric stun gun. 

Morrison, 24, who has had five 
Top 10 hits including a number 
one last summer, was convicted of 
the charges which related to an in- 
cident outside a 24-hour super- 
market in west London last 
October as he returned home with 
friends at 4.30am, after an evening 
spent nightclubbing. volts, causing “involuntary muscle 

Plain-clothes police officers ini- contraction, pain, shock, a loss of 
tiaily believed he had been plan- balance and mental confusion”, 
ning a robbery and moved to The singer denied using threat- 

arrest him as he left the shop and enlng behaviour and said he 

walked towards his chauffeur- feared for his life. He felt “Insulted" 
driven Mercedes. and "disrespected" after being ac- 

Detective Constable John Cush- cused of robbery, 
ion told the court Morrison turned Stipendiary magistrate David 
to him, raising his right hand Kennett-Brown told the pop star: 

which was holding the stun gun. “These very serious offences can 

“I feared he was going to fire only be properly dealt with by way 
the gun into my body and I hit him of a custodial sentence.” Sente ne- 
on the head with my radio," said Ing was adjourned until 14 May. 
the officer. “He was trying to use Leaving court amid a posse of 
the gun on me but I struggled with minders, a pair of celebrity sun- 
him and prevented it.” glasses could not hide his tears. 

Morrison admitted to Maryle- Maybe Morrison's recent stage 

bone Magistrates Court in west performances were tempting fete. 
London that he had possessed the They involved him brandishing 
illegal stun gun, which he bought handcuffs, backed by female 
in the US for his own protection, ft dancers clad as mini-skirted po- 
can deliver a charge of 23,000 licewomen. Matthew Brace 



Ms Fbubton; foon 1 9, decided to drop out of her maths 
degree course and concentrate ontumhQ Brands Hatch 
Into a profit-making business. 

As such, she has run into a wall of testosterone^ “It’s: 
dearly a very rrale-datnofetod industry - btthe pit lane . 
:arid the paddock particidariy. But there are a. lot of 
■ woman woritirig tnthft marketing anriadm fc tis fag^ 
trfthesporC sfiesays. r . .. 

• r -Her-life revolves around ter. business, arid she is 
happy toremaibsingtel She was briefly married to her 
heDcopilnr instructor; Craig Sargeant; but toeyspfrup 
in 1994'fifter fe^i than ayBar. . 

- When she took ovot Brands Hatch ft was “fairly run 
down', she say&SIncdlbeftihe headquarters and con- 
1 fetence centre, named after her father,: were butfifer 
£2.6m. New pits were built at a cost of £2. 9m. A deaf 
wfth.BMW gave. foe, Nige| ( MwseJf .drivtoaecfe^pl ^a.i 
newsatoons. Renegotiation of teJevfeJon coverage ■ 

: meant foe companystopped paying fqfpoverageand- 
instead received 

• ArKf_wlthhercompanynowmakk^over£2ntay^r^ 
in profit, she deartysees herself as foe winner. - 

John Wilksock 


Diplomatic role 
for Sidney Poitier 

Hollywood star Sidney Poitier took 
on a new role yesterday, repre- 
senting the Bahamas as ambas- 
sador to Japan. The 70-year-old 
Oscar-winning actor, who holds 
dual US and Bahamian nationality, 
took up the post in a ceremony 
presided over by Emperor Akihito 
at the Imperial Palace. 

“It’s exhilarating, ifs a very satis- 
fying feeling,” he said, after formal- 
ly presenting his credentials to the 
emperor. 

Poitier, who has only visited 
Japan twice before and has no 
plans to live here, will cany out his 
duties while continuing to make 
movies around the world. 

"There will be times when 1 will 
make films, there will be times 
when I will probably direct films. 
There will be no time when I'm not 
available to fulfil my responsibili- 
ties as an ambassador," he said. 

It’s just as well Poitier is not 
planning to live in Tokyo, since the 
700-island Caribbean nation has 
no embassy in Japan. 

He said ft was important to him 
to help promote the country where 
he grew up and which was the 
home of his parents and forefe- 
■ there. 

1 was raised in the Bahamas. 

My roots are there. I am as familiar 
with that society and its people as 
I am with America and there is in 
the present government a need for 
me to be of some service.” he 
said. Reuters 


briefing 


"SSSJSSSSX SS 
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Airport is bottom of the pops 



Murid* Bierfest also rates a 

‘“SSSotes on central Earopes highW * W Prague in 
pole position, followed by foe Alps, Budapest and Czech 

Catirxd Europe on a Shoestring, £13.99, Londy Planet Simon Calder 



FOOD 

Marinated meat cuts cancer risk 

Marinating chicken in olive oQ, lemon and garlic has been 
suggested as a recipe for preventing cancer. Coating chicken pieces 
in the marinade before grilling are said to reduce the production of 
cancer-promoting chemicals in the meat. 

Grilling or frying beef and chicken is known to convert harmless 
. compounds in foe muscle .tissue into heterocyclic amines, which 
promote foe formation of tumours. The researchers from the 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory in California wanted to 
■ test,a;fftjeory foaj rsrcwogen. production might be affected by . 
preparation methods,' they' write' in New Scientist. 

They took medallions of chicken breast and marinated half in a 
mixture of olive oil brown sugar, cider vinegar, lemon juice, garlie, 
salt and mustard. After being cooked for 20 minutes, the marinated 
meat contained only a tenth of foe heterocyclic amines found in 
foe unm arina ted meat But if foe meat was overcooked for a 
further 20 minutes, another type of heterocyclic amine was 1(1 
times more abundant in the marinated samples. 


ASTRONOMY 


Gamma ray riddle solved 

Astronomers reckon they have solved the mystery of “gamma ray 
bursters'" - points in the sky which emit brief but incredibly 
powerful bursts of very short-wave radiation. Since the 
phenomenon was first observed, in 1973, theories about their 
origin have abounded - from neutron stars to the warp drives of 
alien space craft. 

Wr iting in the science journal Nature today, a team at the 
University of Ala bam a, coordinating an international effort, said 
they had seen a point of light to match the source of gamma rays. 
Usually such bursts are so brief that by foe time a telescope can be 
trained on them, they have died away 

The team said the intense tight, discovered 20 minutes after the 
initial gamma rays, could have come from an explosive collision 
between two neutron stars - foe incredibly dense remnants of 
burnt-out stare - at the far end of foe universe. If this is so, the 
explosion would be foe brightest in the universe, perhaps releasing 
as much energy m a few seconds as the sun does in a billion years. 

Hie telescopes showed a blur rathe skv which lasted for a 
mouth before it faded out Charles Arthur 




NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 4U2% of 
the raw material for UK newspsmeis 
in the first half of 1996 


Steel doesn’t grow on trees 
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The New Romantics: 
gives way to a world of gay embraces 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


\ i 


The love scene is tender, passion- 
ate - and all-male. For the first time 
the winner of a major award for ro- 
mantic fiction has among its pro- 
tagonists two homosexual lovers. 
Romantic fiction appears to have 
found a mixture of voices for the 
Nineties. One is likely to be homo- 
erotic; another is Likely to be femi- 
nist: exploration of the anxieties of 
juggling employment with marriage 
is commonplace. 

The genre remains the largest sin- 
gle sector of the adult paperback fic- 
tion market. But its subject-matter 
is no longer one that Barbara Cart- 
land or Mills and Boon would easi- 
ly recognise. Yesterday the £5,000 
Romantic Novelist Of the Year 
Award was won by a university lec- 
turer, Sue Gee. Her novel contains 
a staple of traditional romantic fic- 
tion, a virginal young woman pining 
after a rugged, handsome farmer. But 
from there it moves swiftly to fin-de- 
sieclc romance. The Hours Of The 
Night contains no love scene for the 
virginal poet heroine, but a pas- 
sionate one between the man she de- 
sires and his homosexual partner. 

Gee, who teaches writing and 
publishing at Middlesex University, 
plans to donate £1 ,000 of the £5,000 
prize money to the English PEN 
Committee for Writers in Prison. She 
beat a shortlist that included Lisa Ap- 
pignancsi, former deputy director of 
the Institute of Contemporary Arts. 
She has swapped putting on radical 
exhibitions and organising talks for 
the defence of Salman Rushdie for 
writing romance. 

Yet their inclusion on a romantic 
fiction shortlist comes as a surprise 
to both of them. Perhaps that is a sign 
of growing pains within the Romantic 
Novelists' Association, which even as 
it gave the award, was balloting 
members about a change of name for 
its association. Or perhaps it is just 
a sign that romantic fiction is being 
belatedly redefined. 

Gee said yesterday: “I was fairly 
astonished to be told that this was ro- 
mantic fiction. This is the least ro- 
mantic book I have written. Its 
about a woman who falls in love with 
a homosexual man, and there’s a 
strong homosexual relationship. It’s 
about different aspects of love. It’s 
nice to win. but I didn't see it as a 
romantic novel and I didn’t even 
know it had been submitted.” . : 

Appignanesi, who used to teach 
European literature, based her book 



Passion artists: In The Hours of the Night, Sue Gee (right) speaks with a very 
different voice from old-style romancers such as Barbara CarUand (below) 


Marketing millions 


The romantic market accounts for a 
large share of total book sales: fig- 
ures for 1996 show that the genre! 
made more than £16 million for pub-; 
Eshers during the 12-month period, 
writes Becky Lloyd. 

Seles on the general marks* far the 
Hirst 12 weeks or Uiis year total 43jD00| 
copies, to a value of £186645. 

However, this figure (toes not take 
Into account supermarket sales, 
which. If Included, would at least dou-| 
ble the amounts Involved 

The romantic bestsefler 1st for week 
ding 12 April 1997: 

1 Jucfith McNaught - Remember! 
When (Pocket Books) 

2 Marlyn Tracy -Code Name Ded-| 
dy (Silhouette Books) 

3. Betty Neels -Sister Peters h Am-! 
slerdam (Mills and Boon) 

4 SaBy Wentworth - Guilty Wife 
(Mis and Boon) 

5l Betty Neels - Promise of Hap-i 
piness (MSs and Boon) 

Figures courtesy of BookTrack 




A Good Woman on observing peo- 
ple in Paris. “I never think of myself 
as writing romantic fiction. But quite 
often there’s sexuality and desire at 
the core of it, all those ICA words. 
Every woman of my generation is a 
■feminist, simply can't heljp but be." 

Lizzie Buchan, who won the 
award in 1994, said then: "The 


shoulder-padded female with her belt 
notched with orgasms has gone, 
along with Porsches and Margaret 
Thatcher. Books that debate and em- 
phasise some kind of values are com- 
ing bad; into fashion." 

Mrs Buchan, who is married to the 
grandson of John Buchan and who 
now chairs the Romantic Novelists’ 


Association, says romantic fiction has 
too often been confused with ro- 
mance, which is nearer to the Mills 
• and Boon novel Romantic fiction, 
she says, follows in the tradition of 
Jane Eyre and works by Hardy. In Far 
From the Madding Crowd , fcus hero- 
ine goes through three men. Out of 
that he sets a study of character and 


landscape which informs and en- 
riches the personal drama played oul 
“There are writers on our short- 
list who could begin to emulate 
Hardy or Bronte if they wished to. 
The diange now is that by and large 
the -19th century romantic novels 
stopped at the altar. The romantic 
novel today is much more willing to 


look at marriage. They also incor- 
porate our preoccupation with hu- 
man consciousness and psychology. 
But they still tend to have a strong 
narrative drive; whereas other writ- 
ers are interested in words and 
mood." Writers and readers of ro- 
mantic fiction largely continue to be 
female. There are few men among 


{Edward 1 ay 
in his lover’s 
arms and 
watched him 
sleeping... 

^ the farmhouse was 
quiet: the deep, un- 
disturbed peace of a _ 
Sunday afternoon, with 
the light fading at the 
window onto the yard, 
the covers heavy, love 
complete. Down in the 
unlit, kitchen Dun stirred 
In her basket, whim- 
pered, settled again: it 
was so quiet he could __ 
hear the wicker crea k i n g, 
and the steady tick of the 
dock, which drew breath 
and struck the hour. 

Rowland, sleeping, 
heard it, and shifted, and 
opened his eyes. 

“Ssh. Don’t move.” 

.He shook his head, 
reached for the watch on 
the table. Four o’clock. 

“Time for me to go, Fm 
afraid.” 

He kissed Edward’s 
head, and made to get 
up. 

“Not yet,” said 
Edward. “Please, not 
yeL” 

“I must.” 

“Once more.” 

“You can’t mean it.” 

“I can. AD this time 
without you.” 

“It’s only a week.” 

“Only? Only?” ' 

An extract from The Hours Of 
The Night by Sue Gee 


the associatiOQ’s 400 members. But 
yesterday’s shortlist did include a 
man. Andrew Greig wrote The Re- 
turn Of John Macnab, a sequel to a 
work by Buchan. 

He too says that he did not think 
of himself as writing romantic fiction, 
but is happy to be labelled a ro- 
mantic. 
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Trainspotting, Spice Girls 
and Gucci pants: Bishops 
reveal their worldly wisdom 


Clare Garner 


Nineties bishops know their Spice. Far from 
living in the Dark Ages. Britain's clergy ore 
up to speed on popular culture, with a work- 
ing knowledge of the Spice Girls. Trainspot- 
ling and Georgio Armani. 

Shedding their image of spiritual 
detachment, all 32 bishops responding to 
a survey by The Church of England News- 
paper. had heard of the Spice Girls. 
Although this might say as much about 
the omnipresence of the all-girl band as 
their own worldliness., the bishops went 
further. 

Unlike John Major and Tony Blair, who 
can name two and three of the Spice Girls 
respectively, one bishop, the Pakistani-born 
Bishop of Rochester, the Rl Rev Michael 
Nazir-AJi. could name all five and anoth- 
er. the Rl Rev Lindsay Urwin. the Bishop 


of Horshara.could name four. Eighty-four 
per cent could put a name to at least one 
- despite the fact that only 93 per cent 
owned a television set - and some had 
gleaned that the Spice Girls (allegedly) can't 
sing. 

One unnamed bishop, evidently a fan of 
Indian food, let the side down. He invented 
a completely new band member known as 
"Hot Spice". Another said: “Those are the 
girls who don’t wear veiy much.” 

Totting up their contemporary culture 
ered, SI per cent knew that The English Pa- 
tient had won nine Oscars. 43 per cent that 
Irvine Welsh wrote Trainspotting, and 45 per 
cent that Phil de G [anvil! e was the current 
England rugby union captain. 

The survey, which is published tomor- 
row. also revealed that the bishops arc au 
fait with fashion, with 68 per cent able to 
name a brand of designer clothing. Thir- 


ty-two per cent said they enjoyed wearing 
the same brands as their flock, such as 
Calvin Klein and Ben Sherman, as well as 
watching the same programmes, such as 
Friends, Casualty, EastEnders and Neigh- 
bours. 

Some bishops admitted to using their 
street wisdom to get on to their 
congregation’s wavelength. The Bishop of 
Bedford boasted that he had managed to 
slip Gucci underwear into one of his ser- 
mons, while the Bishop of Horsham chose 
to jazz up his sermons with references to 
songs such as “Search for the Hero” by M 
People. 

But despite its efforts to appear more Top 
of the Pops than Songs of Praise, the 
Church of England still has some way to 
go. A press release on the survey revealed 
that Bishop Nazir- AJ i could “name ail 
three” Spice Girls. 



Bishop Michael Nazir-Afi: Can 
“name all three” Spice Girls 


How the Bishops fared in the survey 


[How many: 

Owned a TV set 93 per cent (30 bishops) 

Knew Mulder and Scufly starred in the X-Files: 34 per cent (11) 

Knew The English Patient won nine Oscars: 81 per cent (26) 

Had heard of the Spice Girts: 100 per cent (32) 

Knew that there were five in the band: 84 per cent (27). One bishop named afl five, carte gat 
four of the names and two others got two. 

Knew the bock and film by Irvine Welsh on drugs was Trainspotting: 43 per cent (14). 
Knew that Phil de Glanvife was the current England rugby captain: 45 per cent (15) - 
Named a brand of designer clothing: 68 per cent (22) - including Levi’s (8), Gucci (5), Armani 
(3), Calvin Klein (2), Versace, Boss, Next, Dior, Lacosta 
(Total bishops surveyed: 32) 


Rembrandt found in antique shop 


Simon Reeve 


A iu^i work by Rembrandt, 
hidden for four centuries has 
been discovered on the buck of 
an nil painting sold by a York- 
shire antique shop. 

The “exceptionally rare" cop- 
perplate by the Dutch master 
was only revealed when an art 
expert decided to lake a closer 
look at the painting by the 
Flemish artist Pieter Gysels. 

After removing the Gysels 
from its frame and examining 
the copperplate behind it. Lies- 
beth Heenk from the Christies 
auction house ‘■immediately’* 
recognised it as a Rembrandt. 
Further research soon proved it 
io be one of only seven unsul- 


lied Rembrandt copperplates in 
the world. 

Rembrandt's etchings were 
highly-prized while the painter 
was working. He would use the 
plates to make reprints when he 
had run out of stock of a par- 
ticular print However, other 
plates were often badly re- 
worked or restored and lost 
their original appearance. 

According to Ms Heenk. the 
plate Ls of particular interest be- 
cause it has never been re- 
worked or restored and reveals 
the true mastery of Rem- 
brandt's technique. 

"This plate was used for one 
of the musl superb of Rem- 
brandt's etchings," said Heenk. 
“Of all plates known to us. this 


one is certainly in the best con- 
dition as it was never reworked 
after Rembrandt's death. The 
fact that Pieter Gysels made a 
landscape on the reverse makes 
the plate a very exciting historic 
document ” 

The Rembrandt plate is en- 
titled "Abraham Entertaining 
the Angels". It was cut in 1656, 
the year Rembrandt was de- 
clared a bankrupt. His precar- 
ious financial situation may 
have forced him to sell the 
plate. It is possible Gysel bought 
it directly, and then painted the 
landscape directly onto the cop- 
per surface some time before his 
death in 1691. 

The family of the pain ling’s 
present owner, who nas asked 


to remain anonymous, bought 
it in 1946 from a small antique 
shop. “My family have always 
enjoyed the painting and ad- 
mired the work of the artist, but 
imagine my amazement when it 
was divulged that there was a 
Rembrandt original hidden on 
the reverse," said the owner. "I 
was stunned - we had no idea." 

The copperplate and the pic- 
ture were displayed publicly 
yesterday for the first time in 
four centuries and will be sold 
at auction in June. Although the 
new owners will have addition- 
al worries about how to insure 
the work, they will also have to 
deride howto hang the plate or 
painting: do they prefer Gysels 
or Rembrandt? 



As polling day looms, the backbiting, bickering 
and political wrangling get worse. So if you've got 
election boredom rather than election fever, 
escape on Eurostar, A week in Paris in the spring 
certainly beats a week in politics. And politicians? 
They'll still be here when you get back. 
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Yacoub: Why I 
didn’t tell of 
risk to baby 


The pioneering cardiac surgeon 
Sir Magdi Yacoub told a judge 
yesterday that the risk of heart 
transplant children suffering 
serious permanent brain 
damage was so small he would 
not tell the parents about it 
unless specifically asked. 

Professor Yacoub, who gave 
10-year-old Matthew Pbynter a 
new heart when he was just 16- 
months-old, was replying to 
accusations that his team at 
Harcfield hospital wrongly failed 
to warn the baby's parents of the 
possibility of brain injuries. 

Kevin and Linda POynler, of 
Biggleswade. Bedfordshire are 
suing Hillingdon Health 
Authority’ in the High Court for 
damages on behalf of their 
severely disabled son. 

They say they would have 
refused consent for the trans- 
plant had they been told of the 
risk, which tragically turned 
into reality. 

The court has heard that 
Matthew, whose brain injuries 
occurred when he suffered a 
cardiac arrest during anaes- 
thesia. was the only child to 
sustain brain damage among the 
26S infants who have received 
new hearts at Harefield. 

Prof Yacoub. a consultant car- 
dioihoracic surgeon at the hos- 
pital in west London since 1968, 


gave evidence that the brain 
damage risk was less than one per 
cent Parents were normally told 
of the risks of death or other 
common complications, but 
brain damage was not common. 

He told Simeon Moskrey 
QC. for the Poynters, that he 
could not recall speaking to Mr 
and Mrs Poynter before 
Matthew's operation in 
December 1937, or whether he 
was told of their reluctance to 
consent to transplantation. 

If he had been made aware 
that they were anxious to have 
all available information on 
potential disability, be would 
have felt under a duty to speak 
to them. 

The judge asked Prof Yacoub 
what he would have told them. 

Sir Magdi said he would 
have spoken of the risks and 
benefits, but would probably not 
have told them about the small 
risk of brain damage unless 
specifically asked. 

“1 did not consider then, and 
don't consider now, that serious 
brain damage is such a common 
condition that I ought to 
volunteer information,'' he said. 

Questioned by Mr Maskrey, 
he said he was aware of the 
critical nature of Matthew's 
blood circulation before the 
operation, but this was not un- 


common and he could not recall 
being particularly concerned. 

He was aware that Matthew 
was considered incapable of 
receiving intravenous anaes- 
thetic, but had no knowledge of 
the effect the balothane gas 
could have on his circulation. 

"I am not an anaesthetist. 
That is an anaesthetic matter” 
said Prof Yacoub. 

Mr Maskrey suggested that, 
in that case, he had been in no 
position to assess the risk of the 
baby suffering a cardiac arrest 
during anaesthesia. 

Sir Magdi disagreed, saying 
he relied on experience. The 
anaesthetist was very experi- 
enced and it was up to him to 
decide on the drugs used. 

Dr Richard Kirk, a former 
member of Prof Yaooub's team, 
denied telling Mis Poynter 
that the hospital would have to 
consider seeking a court order 
if she continued to refuse 
consent to a transplant. 

“I can’t understand why 1 
should have made such a state- 
ment to her," he said. If any- 
thing, he was “over-zealous” in 
giving information to parents 
about the risks, he said. 

The hearing continues today 
with expert medical evidence 
and is expected to end 
tomorrow. 


Disarming act of the lone bagpiP er 





Calling the tune: Great Highland piper and tutor James Clark Caution playing his bagpipes on Primrose Hill in north 

anniversary of the Disarming Act, which outlawed ail aspects of Highland culture, including the bagpipes Photograph. Andre 
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Door opened on the 
secret world of 
the marital dispute 


Roger Dobson 


The secret worlddf the marital 
row is being probed by re- 
searchers inyestigaring tbelef- ' 
fects of domestic feuding on 
teenage children. 

Volunteer children and their 
families are being quizzed about 
their relationships and some of 
them will be filmed as they dis- 
cuss thorny topics like money, 
education, schooling, and in- 
laws. Psychologists will then 
assess how the children react 
and what situations they find the 
most stressful. 

Psychologists at the Univer- 
sity of Wales, Cardiff, are re- 
cruiting 500 schoolchildren 
aged 12 to 15 and their families 
for a three to five year study into 
the effect of marital conflict on 
the children and its links with 
childhood depression and be- 
havioural problems. 

One theory being tested is 
that children model themselves 
on the behaviour of their par- 
ents. Another is that youngsters 
come out better if the argument 
between their parents is settled 
in front of them. Yet another is 
that children who witness ar- 



Row stress: how children react 


Photograph: TCL 


1 less secure in their own re- 
lationships with their parents. 

The aim of the work is to 
come up with advice for parents 
on how fending may effect their 
children, says family psycholo- 
gist. Dr Gordon Harold. 

“Children dearly respond to 
what is going on between par- 
ents. We will be looking at the 
children's perceptions of events 
and about depression, malad- 
justment and anti-social be- 
haviour. We will be looking at 
the child's understanding of 


what is happening and the ef- 
fects. Are the effects, for ex- 
ample, more potent if the child 
is the focus of the argument,” 
he said. 

“Conflict of some kind occurs 
in all homes. The bottom line 
to this research is finding in- 
formation that will help parents 
understand how children in- 
terpret family events, how they 
view the sort of things that 
parents lake for granted. We 
want to show parents how their 
behaviour can effect children.” 

In the first part of the re- 
search, the children will fill in 
questionnaires about their fam- 
ily life, and the parents will com- 
plete similar forms about iheir 
marriage and relationship. 

Parents will be asked, for in- 
stance, about marital satisfac- 
tion and whether, when 
disagreements arise, they result 
in husbands or wives giving in 
or whether there is give and 


take. They will be asked at 
measures of agreement 
disagreement over a verier 
domestic issues. 

Once the forms are done, 
researchers are planning a : 
ond phase in which some of 
volunteer families will be fib 
both in a family inlcraci 
laboratory at the university 
in sessions at home. 

“At this observational si; 
some families who volunteer 
come into the laboratory am 
in front of a camera and t 
After that we would like to 
camcorders in some peoji 
homes, maybe their kitirhi 
because you really need to 
how they behave in their nat 
environment.” said Dr Han 

The team hope that by j 
pointing what children find 
most stressful, strategics eai 
introduced which will lessen 
likelihood of behavioural pi 
lems in later adolescence. 


Frustrated judge seeks 
rethink on verdicts 


Patricia Wynn Dawes 

Legal Affairs Editor 


A judge called yesterday for a 
Scottish-styie “not proven" ver- 
dict for England and Wales 
after a jury failed to reach ver- 
dicts for a second time on theft 
charges against a former Sal- 
vation Army financial adviser. 

Judge Gerald Butler QC said 
no fault should be attached to 
the jury at Southwark Crown 
Court for failing to come to a 
decision as he formally ordered 
that Stuart Ford, of. Halifax, 
West Yorkshire, be found not 
guilty on all counts. 

But the judge told the court 
he regretted that the option of 
returning a not proven verdict, 
as in the Scottish legal system, 
was not available. 

Because this was the second 
time a jury has split, the Crown 


Prosecution Service will not 
pursue another criminal trial, 
although the Salvation Armv 
has already successfully sued Mr 
Ford and others in a High 
Court action in 1995 for the loss 
of a total of £6.6m from its funds 
in 1991 

Mr Ford was found to be per- 
sonally liable for about£2m and 
Ihe Court of Appeal later re- 
jected his challenge against the 
ruling. 

The not proven verdict is a 
half-way house between dis- 
charging the heavy burden of 
proving guilt beyond reasonable 
doubt and au acquittal. 

The judge said: “My duty is 
to enter verdicts of not guilty 
on these counts. 

a lt does occur to me we 
might learn something from 
the Scottish jurisdiction. This is 
not the first time a second jury 


has failed l< 
which I air 
“In the ; 
the judge a 
find the de 
guilty or if 
is not prov 
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Just suppose that you could stroll from the National 
Gallery to Poet’s Corner without crossing a road... 


Jonathan Glancey 

ftghrtecture CorresDnnrtfln* 

able lo amble 
ih? *5?®? “ 1,10 clouds. from 
Jhe early Italian Renaissance 

|?TL° f 1116 National Gallery 
in London, across Tra&teaV 

1 5 ^: £>wn Whitehall and 
through Parliament Square all 

■» 

No chance ofbeFng run over 
by ragmg motorists, to stepping 
around civil servants^SS 

E? 1 *®? in Horse 

Guards Parade. Enhanced set- 
fo J famous buildings and 
a ^Aif?® onei1 monuments. 

A Millennium project to 
transform the heart of West- 
mmster - “World Squares for 
Ail - was announced yesterday 

Westminster Gty Council. 
Consultants led by the architect 
Sir Norman Foster have drawn 
up a plan to connect Trafalgar 
Square, Horse Guards Parade. 
Whitehall, Parliament Square 
and the Thames at Hungerford 
Bridge via a chain of pedestri- 
an spaces and links. 

The project, funded to date 
by the Heritage Lottery Fund 
(£125,000), the private sector 
and the consultants (£125.000), 
is to be the subject of public con- 
sultation in June and July. A re- 
vised plan will be implemented 
soon after so that “substantial 
elements", according to West- 
minster City Council, “will be- 
come a reality by ... 2000." 

The consultants have pro- 
duced options which include 
banishing traffic from nearly all 
of Trafalgar and Parliament 
Squares. Yesterday Sir Nor- 
man said at least a dozen ma- 
jor European cities had 
introduced pedestrian isation 
schemes on a similar scale. The 
costs of making the changes 
would range from a few milli on 
pounds to £20m at the mosL 

A visitor to the National 
Gallery today walks out on to 
a narrow strip of pavement 
separated from Trafalgar 
Square by a tide of fuming 
traffic and crazed cyclists. It is, 
by the standards of the world’s 
great squares, a barren space 
dominated for most of the year 
by pigeons and, on New Year’s 
Day, Scotsmen splashing in the 
fountains while Nelson on his 
column turns a blind eye. With 
Foster arui.Partners on board, ' . 
Londoners can rest assured 
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How it might be: An Impression (left) of what Parliament Square, with St Margaret's church and Westminster Abbey, could look like if the plan (right) Is realised 


Trafalgar Square, Horse Guards 
Parade and Parliament Square 
will not become “heritage"- 
style pedestrian precincts. 

The “World Squares for AD” 
project is not aimed at trans- 
forming the heart of London 
into a pedestrian play-pen or a 
heritage theme-park. The 
scheme aims to improve the 
flow of public transport and 
taxis, improve safety and min- 
imise the diversion erf “any con- 
sequential increases in traffic 
congestion and pollution.*' 

This does raise the question, 
which Foster and his fellow 
consultants have yet to tackle in 
any detail If traffic is to be throt- 


tled along these arterial roads, 
where wfl] it go? Without a co- 
ordinated plan and without an 
enhanced London Transport 
in public hands, improvements 
to Trafalgar Square and envi- 
rons well rob Peter to pay PauL 
Millennium {dans for London 
need a degree of co-ordination 
that is impossible to achieve 
while life in the capital is in- 
creasingly subject to the un- 
certain laws of the market 
Even so, the transformation of 
Trafalgar Square from a pi- 
geon feeding area and an annual 
bath for Scotsmen into a great 
urban meeting-place can only be 
a step in the right direction. 




Although many' businessman and council ing weekdays and nocr to 4prn on Sundays. 
JeadershawaMays claimed local economies Yfrk aims to be Ihe first city in Britain to take 


teadarsteiUB alvteys daimed local economies 
suffer tf care ana their wealthy passengers 
meKcfexterffiprn parts of cHy dartres, there 
» growing evidence that pedestriantatiorr 
can bafinandafty benetotaLIri cities across 
flia world p eda s fa fems are finally starting to 
vwh I the batttewHhlhe cat _ 

YORK:TMtfitehtetaitcsaBs»Td t r affic c o u- 
gestion, the centre Of^fofk was desperate 
far restrictions on the number of cars dog- 
gfng fts nfflipw streets. Pedestrian zones 
ware Introduced Ini 987, end since then ve- 
hicles havepeerr excluded from around the 
caihedrpL In an areaefsevgn major streets 


Ybri< aims to be the first rity in Britain to taike 
control of traffic, rather than being controlled 
by it By 1994, 20 per cent ofafl roads had 
been traffic catmecUral on in pedestrianised 
strata In tta centre toe speed Smlt to 20 mph. 
Accidents are down by tfftoflvrds. . 

MILANr Banning cars is relatively common 
in Italy, and to flbarete the congested heart 
□fMBan the aufrarffiestewa pedestrianised 
streets and tried toinprove the derign of 
the area. To Emit traffic chaos In the city cen- 
tre, the authorities Introduced a scheme, 
whfere any vehicle entering the centre must- 
have a permit. Thapem^^ilch hqtatptt'* 
qutred the stphsora wftptig tottery Herat, 
^ra^nren to ^ resktente, a Brnttad number 


of employers and deBvwyvofsdes w^htneer- 
tain hours. Despite tnfttai opposition to toe 
scheme-court cases and protasis -the lo- 
cal economy seems to bare benefited and 

among Worth Amari^^^^^cause the 
ntmntB h nr m nvnlrnrl Yrr a j rintiy .ini l iiirfiiiin 
along the typical grids^bnk structure. 
As well as improving bicycle routes and in- 
troducing baSocatortogqteesqres to the cen- 
tre of fha efty. the Boron authorities are 
"undergrouncing’ one of toe major arterial 
roads and turning the area above ground 
t lntoykto^floflBrt3Bfli^ahanapoitand 
land-use "flWwer. one of Ihe 

^km^^schem^North America 


Illustrations: Simon Jones/Knstina Ferris 


is to be found in Portland, Oregon, where 
a “skinny- streets* initiative ~ limiting the vwdth 
at streets, curbing the speed at drivers and 
the amount of traffic - Is operating. 
SYDNEY: Sydney is a relatively new city wflfi 
wide, open streets where congestion s less 
of a problem lhan in London or other British 
cities. However; the authorities have pedes- 
Wanlsed Martin Place, one of the dry’s most 
Important shopping streets, and have irrtro- 
ctooed traffiocatrreng measures. including the 
use of road tumps aid traffic btoids. In Ade- 
laide and Brisbane the authorities have also 
pedestrianised major streets with a resulting 
Increase in turnover tor the local economy. 
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Simon Reeve 


Fed up with your bank charging for 
basic services such as duplicate 
statements and stopping cheques? 

We think you'll find that at Abbey -1 

National we have a fresher view . ^ ‘ 
of banking. For example; we believe 
that these basic services shouldn't • ^ 
cost you anything which Is why 
we dorri charge anything for them fiat's 

Think bow much that would save you - - 




Bank Account so refreshing, wrrats 
mor^ so that the transfer from your .^/^jKsSSfvir 
old tank runs smoothly, new ^ 

customers can enjoy an Interest free - - n tewcw i 

overdraft for four months. You can 
open- an Abbey National Bank Account 

from the comfort of your own home. "• 

Simply call Abbey National Direct free 

of charge on 0500 200 500 quoting 
reference A511A/13. Alternatively 
If you would like more Information EUR) 

simply caH Into your local branch. MaflHflUl BN9W 3>& 
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IS YOUR HAIR THINNER TE1AN 

rrms AFEW YEARS AGO? 

In a recent survey of 500 women, 
a staggering 33% reported hair loss. 


One of the reasons for hair loss in 
women is nulriSonaL 
10 yeank rasecaxfi has now 
produced an effective supplement: 
Uncalled Nutrition* 

In a recent survey 33% of women stated 
rfiey had experienced hair loss in recent 
years, and mot this caused tfiem distress 
and anxiety. II is perfectly natural to lose 
some hair every day. But if you feel ytxff 
hair loss is increasing or you have ess hair 
than you used to, then NufriHaii* could be 
of real help. 

*/ have abouta thud less hair than I used to 
have. Nobody bekeves I have a problem 
because I still hove a lot of hair but / know its 
has changed and lam very worried*'. 

NutriHaa* could be for you if you 
can answer yes lo any of these 
questions 

1 . Do you have less hear lhan you used to? 

2. Does more hair foD cud when you 
shampoo, brush or comb your hair? 

3. Is there less hair in your ponytail or the 
amount you can dip boat? 

The fads about hear growth 

Hair growth is cyclical. Each hair grows for 

up too years and is then shed. Its follicle 
nests for about 1 2 weeks and then starts 
growing a new hair. It is normal to lose 
Between 50 -1 50 hairs per day. 

But, if the ihree year growth stage shortens, 
even just a Me, there will be an increase in 
hair shedding. If fhls continues for several 
months the amount of hair wifl become 
noticeably less. 

The wuming signs: more hoar in fbe 
brash, less hair m tire ponytail 
If you are losim more hair than you once 
were if is usually obvious when washing, 
brushing or styling your hair. 

Causes of increased hear loss 
There are several 

possible causes but if fcr- -• J 
you answered yes £ \ 

to one or more of _ 

above, then the 

amsemaybe BBS ! f ”| 

jjjjp 



In (rid conditions women using NutriHair" 

noticed sonw reduction in hair loss three to 
four months after startira the supplement. 

I lean fake up to 6 months to see the Full 
benefit. 

Your first month's supply is free 

For the quickest results ihree tablets should 
be token daily for the first three months. 

After that, just one tablet daily should help 
mointain maximum hair volume. The special 
mtrodudory offer price of E29.90 - three 
packs fwlhe price of two -gives you 
enough NutriHair* lor ihree months. 

Then one pack at £ 14 .95 will last you 
three months. 

Your money-bode guarantee 

NutriHair' is O highly reputable product 
only available From Nature's Best. Should 
you complete the 3 month course and notice 
no benem we will refund your money in fuQ. 
However, H is stressed that the full buiefils of 
NutriHcn* 1 are only seen at 6 months. No 
other company offers you such a guarantee 


ThU increases hah shedding by affecting 
the hair growth cyde. NutriHdr* has been 
developed by one of Britain's leading hair 
specialists and is based on 10 years careful 
analysis involving hundreds of women. The 
studies show that the unique combination of 
ingredients in NutriHair 0 could make a real 
difference to the amount of hair you grow. 


other company otters you such a guarantee 
for a hair product. It is based on the 
confidence we have in NutriHair*. 

Any questions? 

Our Nutrition Advisors will be happy to 
answer any questions you may have about 
NutriHair®. Please calT01B92 552175 
between 9am-5.30pm, Monday to Friday. 

SS 01892 552132 

MASTERCARD, VISA, SWITCH AND 
DELIA CARD HOLDERS 
MOfcm . AJDQpm Mon -K and 130am -12 noon SoL 

Nature's Best* 

the UK's largest mad order supplier of 
nutritional mppitiMnfe 

Natural Bate Hwbh Products l*L 
1 lAuberHs Rood, Tunbridge Wdk, KentTN23£Q 
RegUtered in England No. 1518391. 


I la: NcriurekBasi, Freepost, 1tanixid(geWefc, Kent 1N23BR. (No stamp needed) 
j Please send me 3 month's supper of NutriHair* at the introductory price of £29.90. 

I 1 enclose a cheque/PO for £29.90 made payable to Noture's Bssl Health Products Ltd. 

J or please debit my Mastercofd/VUa/Switdi/Delta Card no. 


! Expiry Date (_ 

I Cardholder's Signature 

Name Mr/Mre/Ms 

Address 

Regblnad la Eiagland Na 1518391 


Switch/Deba 
UsueNo 


Postcode _ 

h^i : //www.vw>da.eom/l*o*rV ''u* thnJtr. fund 
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Phoney addresses and 
religious ‘conversion’ 
help win school places 




Vi 






Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

The rise in the number of chcai- 
ing parents using false addresses 
and religious “conversions” to 
win places for their children at 
popular schools is forcing a 
clampdown by headteachers 
and local authorities. 

Oversubscribed schools are 
now asking parents for proof of 
residence to catch out those who 
falsely suggest they live within 
popular school catchment areas. 

Meanwhile, church schools 
are instituting more checks to 
ensure overnight converts with 
no church-going record do not 
jump the admissions queue. 

A crackdown has been 
launched by secondary schools 
in Bromley, Kent, after a sur- 
vey carried out this month re- 
vealed up to S2 families had 


given more than one address - 
and sometimes as many as four 

— in separate applications for 
places in September. 

Schools in the borough, 
where some parents admit pay- 
ing friends and acquaintances to 
“borrow" addresses near 
favoured schools, are already 
asking for solicitors' letters con- 
firming exchange of contracts on 
a house sale or proof of long- 
term rental stretching back at 
least a year before admission. 
Parents found cheating will 
have offers of places withdrawn. 

Next year, the schools are 
considering asking all appli- 
cants for proof of residence, 
such as a utilities bill or coun- 
cil tax booklet, or may cross- 
check addresses against the 
electoral roll. 

The survey in Bromley, 
where cverv school selects at 


m 


Getting tough: Bed) Cook, head of St Augustine's RC School in Trowbridge, is aiming to tighten admissions 


least 15 percent of pupils, pro- 
vides the first hard-and-fast ev- 
idence of a problem known by 
authorities to be on the rise 
country-wide but never mea- 
sured nationally. 


“Marie*', a mother of three 
who lives in Bromley and who 
insisted on anonymity, was one 
of the cheating parents. Her son 
secured a place on the basis of 
a false address. 


Last November, the season of with a friend in a more affluent 
applications for secondary area close to the school of her 


places, Marie left her husband 
and three children in the fam- 
ily home on a council estate in 
St Paul’s Cray and moved in 


choice. She gave the “bor- 
rowed” address as her own on 
the school application form. 

“I decided to use a bogus ad- 
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your business money: even If you only use one courier 
a week locally, you could save up to El ,272 pa 1 . Our 
new range of ISDN pricing options starts at a surprishgly 
low El 99 ! For details, cal BT Busfoiesscomectiotis on 
Freefone 0800 800 800. 


BJ's ISDN sends information (aster than any other form 
ol conventional delivery. Because it's digital, it carries 
information at up to four times the speed of an ordinary 
phone line. So you can send everything from documents 
to graphics at the touch of a button. And you'll save 


freefone 0800 800 800 
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Photograph: John Lawrence 
dress after I had' rung the 

school’s admissions secretary 

and she told me I was outside 
the catchment, area,” Marie 
said. 

“I knows lot of people who 
have bought addresses, some- 
times for as much as £180. 1 
don't have that kind of money, 
but I would have cut down on 
food for myself and myhusband 
to raise iL I’m a law-abiding per- 
son, but I would even have 
stolen if I bad to.” 

- Faced with the reality that 
one in five children is now de- 
nied their first choice of school 
(rising to coe in two in London), 
parents desperate to squeeze 
their children into flourishing 
schools with, high league table 
placing; will resort. to desperate 
measures. Their tactics include 
claiming they are on the verge 
of moving into an area, using a 
relative's address, or even tem- 
porarily splitting up, renting a 
flat for one partner close to the 
preferred school and register- 
ing it as die child’s address, and 
then “reconrilmg’ once an offer 
of a place is made. 

Others are prepared to pay 
as much as £2300 a month in 
rent for property within a catch- 
ment area. To secure places in 
church schools , which general- 
ly score highly in league tables, 
parents will begin to attend 
church with pious regularity, 
and may rush to have their off- 
spring confirmed. 

St Augustine’s Roman 
Catholic School inThwbridge, 
Wiltshire, is typical of many 
popular church schools in in- 
troducing ever stricter criteria 
to try to sort true believers from 
sudden converts. Its key 


admission category - baptised 
rnthitlic children - has just 
. been split into baptised and truly 
. “co mmi tted” Catholics. 

Priests are given a detailed 
form on which to record church 
attendance of prospective 
pupils and are now asked not 

merely for support for applica- 
tions but “support on religious 
grounds! 1 . 

The heavily oversubscribed 
school, where 78 per cent of 
pupils' gain five or more A-C 
grades at GCSE, is so popular 
that one Catholic parent living 

outside its catchment area plans 

to send her child on a 44-mile 
daily round trip by taxi to attend. 

the headteacher. Bob Cook, 
said: “'Every year we look at our 
a dmissi ons procedure and see 
how can we tighten it up.” 
Grant-maintained schools, 
which act as their own admis- 
sions authorities, are prepared 
to use home visits to parents as 
a last resort. Staff from Eccles- 
boume School in Duffield, Der- 
byshire, have waited outside 
addresses offered on applica- 
tions form to confirm suspicions 
that no child lives there. 

Local authorities, like 
schools, confirm the number of 
parents prepared to deceive to 
get the school they want is ris- 
ing. albeit often from a low base 
outside London. Calderdaie, 
West Yorkshire, is typical in 
identifying an extension of 
parental manoeuvering to 
primary schools, as a means of 
securing progression to a 
favoured secondary. 

The authority expects more 
shopping around during the 
next round of admissions as par- 
ents consider the new primary 
league tables published for the 
first time last month. 

LEA leaders blame the grow- 
ing trend on the Conservative 
government’s deregulation of 
admissions and promotion of 
the concept of parental choice. 
Roy Prykc, chai rman of the As- 
sociation of Chief Education 
Officers, is calling for a summit 
with a new government on the 
admissions issue immediately 
after the election. 

He said: “It is a matter of pro- 
ducing arrangements which still 
leave parents with the capacity 
to express a preference and 
wherever possible the right for 
them to have their choice, but 
at the same time to have 
arrangements which are much 
more co-ordinated than at 
present. At the moment, the 
weakest go to the wall. It is the 
children whose parents don't 
know their way round the sys- 
tem who suffer." 

Letters, page 19 


How middle 
class families 
win the game 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


Schools arc using coven 
selection to give middle-class 
parents the advantage in the 
race to secure places at schools 
with good exam results, 
according to research. 

Comprehensive schools, 
which say they are not selective, 
are interviewing parents and 
children to pick well-behaved 
pupils who will boost their 
league table performance, says 
the study from the London 
School of Economics. 

Most of the schools involved 
have opted out of local authority 
control and can decide their 
own admissions polity. They are 
choosing children according to 
a bewildering array of admis- 
sions criteria including ap- 
pearance, parents' occupation, 
career aspirations and hobbies. 

Comprehensive schools 
which used to be grammars 
are giving preference to the 
children ana grandchildren of 
former pupils. 

The three- vear study, which 
was funded fry the Economic 
and Soda! Research Council, in- 
volved interviews with 120 fam- 
ilies whose children were 
transferring to secondary school 
in and around London. 

It concludes that recent re- 
. forms allow a growing number 
of schools to decide their own 
admissions policies and select 
pupils and to admit children 
who do not live locally, favour- 
ingmiddle-dass applicants. 

The study found middle-class 
parents were no more likely 
than working-class parents to 
get their first choice of sec- 
ondary school But middle-class 
children were more likefy to end 
up at schools with good exam 
results than their working-class 
counterparts. 

Middle-class children who 
failed to get into their first 
choice of school often opted to 
travel to a high-scoring school 
which might be as much as 15 
miles away. 

By contrast, working-class 
children who applied unsuc- 




cess fully to a high-scoring 
school could not afford to trav- 
el and usually ended up at a 
nearby low-scoring schooL 

One single mother explained 
she could not afford the £10 fare 
needed to send her son on the 
15-mile train journey to school 
to join his middle-class 
classmates. 

Ambitious working-class 
families who applied unsuc- 
cessfully to schoofe with good 
exam results eventually found, 
themselves at lower-scoring” 
schools than working-class fam- 
ilies who had been less ambi- 
tious. 

Dr Anne West, of the Cen- 
tre for Educational Research at 
the London School of Eco- 
nomics, said: M Al least with 
grammar and secondary mod- 
ern schools the selection 
process was transparent. Now 
all these other factors are in- 
volved in selection, it is less dear 
what is going on. 

“Hie main problems are that 
covert selection Is likely to lead 
to social selection and that 
application forms are being 
us«d to ads for information, 
such as appearance, which is 
not part of the admissions 
criteria." 

She said some parents were 
so daunted by. the information 
requested on application forms 
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Spring arrives 
a week earlier 
than in 1970s 



/A-* ; 


I^V' 


Charles Arthur 

Science Edit or 

If you think spring seems early 
this year, you’re right. The 
green shoots of regrowth now 
arnve a week earlier hi Lhe 
northern hemisphere than they 
did m the 1970s, according to 

analysis of satellite data. 

While the news may be good 
for gardeners and sunseekers, 
rt also, provides the strongest 

indications that global warming, 
caused by the build-up of 
carbon dioxide from fossil fuels 
m the atmosphere, is well under 
way. The result could be calami- 
tous changes in weather local- 
ly and globally. 

Scientists at Boston Univer- 
sity and the space agency Nasa 
compared satellite data which 
measured the amount of vege- 
tation in the northern hemi- 
sphere from the period between 
1981 and 1991 with that from 
the early 1970s. They found that 
plant regrowth after winter was 
happening sooner than before. 
Other figures have shown that 
the period since 1980 has been 
the warmest, m terms of glob- 
al temperature, for the past 200 
years. 

The earlier plant growth is 
probably due to a combination 
of higher air temperatures and 
increased carbon dioxide. 

But while increased vegeta- 


tion will absorb some of the 
csrbon emitted from cons umi ng 
fossil fuels, it win not compen- 
sate for h uinan-generalcd 
output, said Peter Cox, who is 
creating computer models of 
vegetation growth in global 
climate at the Hadley Weather 
Centre in Bracknell, Berkshire. 

Professor Cox said: “Vege- 
tation absorbs between 1 and 2 
gjgalonnes [thousand billion 
tonnes] of carbon at the mo- 
ment, out that has to be com- 
pared to about 7 gigatonnes of 
fossil fuel output.” 

The researchers, whose work 
is reported today in the science, 
journal Nature, said the effects 
of the “early spring" are not 
evenly spread, with central 
Europe, southern Russia and a 
broad region near l alw Raifcai 
in Siberia the most affected. The 
changes are concentrated in 
the temperate areas of the 
hemisphere, between 45 and 70 
degrees north. 

The satellite data showed 
other indications that global 
warming is under way: a 10 per 
cent reduction in the length of 
winter snow cover from 1973 to 
1992, and the earlier disappear- 
ance of snow in spring. 

Professor Cox said that while 
the data might seem like good 
news, the effects of global wann- 
ing were unpredictable. “The 
problem is that although the 


w yialiwn in hi g h Wh yl pSffim g 
from the -temperature and 
carbon dioxide, charges else- 
where -such asm the tropics and 
equatorial regions- wffl lead to 
a reduction in vegetation.'' 

The one positive note is that 
die results agree with the 
computer models developed at 
Bracknell, suggesting that their 
projections for climate change 
are soundly based. 

■The Army hds stopped using 
flares and tracer rounds on 
thousands of acres of Dart- 
moor because of the fire ride in 
tinder dry drought conditions. 

The commander of Devon 
and Cornwall training areas. Lt- 
Col Tony Clark said units were 
not allowed to use tracer 
rounds. Alumina ling flares for 
night exercises, or anything 
Hkely to cause a fire. 

The dry spell is worrying 
fanners in the area and the next 
week will be “critical" for fann- 
ers who have just sown crops. I 
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Shrinking world: Kevin Muh/any and Susan Rogers examining their model of the Prince Regent's Pavilion in Brighton, East Sussex. The IS ft long, 3.5ft 
high rep Oca is to go to the Carol mid Barry Kaye Museum of Miniatures in Los Angeles Ftiotof.raph: Tom Pi Mon 
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DAILY POEM 


Brief Lives 

By Olive Senior 

Gardening in lhe Tropics, you never know 
what you ‘II turn up. Quite often, bones. 

In some places they say when volcanoes 
erupt, they spew out dense and monumental 
as stones' the skulls ofdesapareddas 
- the disappeared ones. Mine is only 
a kitchen garden so / unearth just 
occasional skeletons. The latest 
war of a young man from. die country who 
tost his way and crossed the invisible 
boundary into rhal political territory. 

I buried him again So he can cany on ' ■ 

growing. Oitr cemeteries are tfimingtoo. 

The newest addition was tHedrug bamn . *" 

wfped oui m iehiUmat Competition ‘ ■ 

who had this storming funeral 

complete with tweniy-cme-giai salute . 

and attended by everyone, especially 

die young girls famed for the vivacity 

of their dress, their shim skirts and 

even briefer lives. 

The Jamaican poet Olive Senior will be reading in Britain next 
week as part of the Commonwealth Festival of Literature, to- 
gether with David Malouf, Mordecai Rfchler and Witi ffumaera. 
The events take place at the Chapter Arts Centre, Cardiff on 
23 April at 8pm; at the Rupert Beckett Lecture Theatre. Leeds 
University, on 25 April, 6pm; and at the Pegasus Theatre, Ox- 
ford on 26 April, Spm. * / Brief Lives" comes from Olive Se- 
nior’s collection Gardening in the Tropics (Bloodaxe). 
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£10 BUYS A 
CHAIN CUTTER 




UP TO 


£ 10 , 



CASHBACK 


It’s a really satisfying feeling moving into contents insurance. But whichever option you aim to pass on the benefits to \ou through 

your new home - until you have to start paying take, you'll benefit from our competitive competitive mortgage rates now and in the long 

for all t hose *wrmgl lhxle extras which leave standard variable rate, currently 6.99% term. So before all those little bills mount up to 

you with a not-so-little bill. That’s why APR 7.3% (variable). make it a rainy day, make sure you re home and 


Nationwide offers you a generous cashback of 
up ro £10,000*. 


How can we do this? Because we are dry with a Nationwide cashback mortgage. Call 

committed to remainin g customer owned. Nationwide - the Mortgage Award Winners - 


You could have up to 3% of your total loan With no dividends to pay to shareholders, we free on 0800 30 20 10 (quoting ref: 

— — ■ IN99) for a quick and easy mortgage 


as a cashback, up to a maximum of 
£10,000. The amount depends on the 
size of your deposit and whether you 
Tfllre our competitive buildings and 



find ns on the Internet at http^/wwwjaarionwide.co.uk 


quore, between 8am - 8pm weekdays, 
9am - 5pm weekends. Or visit your 
local branch. 
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US computer giant to run BBC finances 


Firm founded by 
Ross Perot gets 
£40m contract to 
run Corporation's 
accounting 



Kim Sengupta 
and Mark Rowe 
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How EDS rules the world 
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Thatcher’s son has just been “let 
go” by General Motors who bad 
taken over his previous em 
pkjyers, Lotus Cars. 

Mr Perot stated he was 


ashamed” of the way Mark 
Thatcher had been trearted af- 


ter his mother’s loyal support of 
the United States. 


At the time EDS was ag 
gressiveiy attempting to break, 
into the British Government 


market for contracts on defence 


and information technology. 
Mark Thatcher was taken emits 


books as a sales consultant, al 
though this was initially not 
known publicly. 

The conduct of EDS hadal 


ready been raised in the House 
nf-f'ommons by Labour MP 
Dalyell over aUegatSfes : 
the company had misled ^ 
igration offices to avoid*! 
problems over temporaiy work 
permits. 

Following this, Michael 
Casey head of London firm of 
lobbyists, Salfingbuiy Castle, 
who had been hired by the 
company, informed the Cab met 
Office of Mr Thatcher’s work 


with EDS. 


There were repeated clash 
es in the House when Labour 
MPs questioned the ethkacyof 
the arrangemenLEDS claimed 
that Mark Thatcher’s work con- 


cerned the Far East, and not 


British contracts. 

Mrs Thatcher is said to have 
discussed the affair with her son, 
people dose to her maintained 
that die was notaware of Mack 
Thatcher’s work for the com- 
pany. .» 

She visited Dallas four 
months later to see Mark, his 
new wife Diane Bergdoi., and 
their baby son. She was intro- . 
duced to a number of her sin’s 
business contacts. ’ 


(erwataffe patent health card system) . • . ■ 

Serviou London Underground (Information 

svstBrnsV; M^dpoOtan Pofice (creating computer network to 
R^cdim&^^for an London pofice stations); London 
■bamaghsot^er^ Kingston and Wantteworth (manage revenue 

tarerafl business imprownere 
■ s^ieme) : Mfapcfiestef (davofop reservations ami 

^^SStMjridge, Mddtesex (woridwlda 

tortx*s»cortre9i^ 
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By 1984 the company had 
been bought by General Motors 
from Ross Perot. In turn the au- 
tomobile giaat split from it in 
1996, it now trades on the New 
York and London stock ex- 
change with its own indepen- 
dent board of directorsJts client 
list indudes the Ministry of De- 
fence, the Department of Trans- 

S >rt, the Lord Chancellors 
epartmenL the Civil Avia- 


tion Authority, the Driver and 
Vehicle Licensing Authority 
and the Metropolitan Police as 
well as Rank Xerox, Vauxhtrli 
Motors, and Rolls Rpycc. It em- 
ploys over 10,000 staff, and last 
year declared revenues of 
£765 m. 

Globally EDS straddles 42 
countries, employing 100,000 
employees. Last year its 
turnover was £9bn. 



BUILDING SOCIETIES ACT 1986 

Notice under paragraph 7 of 
Schedule 17 to the Act. 

Notice is hereby given that Northern Rock Building Society. 
Register NO.703B, whose principal office is at Northern Rock 
House, Gosforth, Newcastle upon Tyne NE3 4PL, desires 
to transfer its business to Northern Rock pic, and that the 
society has applied to the Building Societies Commission 
to confirm the transfer. 

Any interested party may make written representations to 
the Commission and/or give notice of intention to make 
oral representations to the Commission with respect to the 
application. Written representations and notices of intention 
to make oral representations should be received by the 
Commission at Victory House, 30 - 34 Kingsway, London 
WC2B 6ES by 15 May 1997. Oral representations will be 
heard by the Commission on 17 June 1997 at a time and 
place to be determined by the Commission. 


northern rock 
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Labour 
plays its 
health 
card 


Christian Wohnar 

Labour is moving onto its 
favoured home territory when 
it launches its campaign on the 
National Health Service this 
morning - recruiting Super- 
man to help it with its cause. 

While the timing had lon° 
been planned, Labour is 
delighted that it is playing its 
strongest card now when the 
lories have already been badly 
weakened by their row over 
Europe. 

A Labour source said last 
night “Wfe could not have hoped 
for a better time to move on to 
our agenda”. He said Labour had 
a bigger lead on its competency 
to run the health service than on 
any other issue. 

Labour will say there are 
“14 days to save the NHS” be- 
cause the NHS would be un- 
recognisable by the end of a fifth 
Tory term which, the party 
claims, would lead to “piece by 
piece” privatisation and further 
use of internal markets creating 
more bureaucracy. 

However, unlike previous 
election campaigns. Labour can 
no longer boast it win spend 
more than the Tories on the 
NHS. Instead ft wffl focus on its 
greater efficiency at spending 
the money and at its plans to 
abolish the internal market and 
change the system for fond- 
holding GPS. . _ 

Last night as a prelude to the 
campaign, three Labour front- 
benchers . — John Prescott, 
Margaret Beckett and Chris 
Smith - spoke at Lough- 
borough, a key target seal which 
has been deserted by Health 


Row rages over 
opting-out leaflet 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

A row broke out yesterday over 
a newsletter urging parents of 
75,000 children in opted-out 
schools to vole for pro-opting- 
out election candidates. 

A leaflet produced by PASS, 
a group representing parents of 
children m grant-m a i n t a ined 
schools, says only the Conser- 
vatives plan to retain GM sta- 
tus if re-elected, then asks 
readers to vote to ensure the 
schools remain unchanged. 

PASS, also known as the 
Grant Maintained Schools Par- 
ents' Association, came under 
fire for “brazenly” encouraging 
parents to vote Conservative. 

Local Schools Information, a 
pro-local authority schools ad- 


THE CAMPAIGN 


visory body, also said beads and 
governors of GM schools could 
be breaking the law if they 
used pupils to distribute the 
newsletter. 

PASS, which defines itself as 
a strictly non-political body, 
denied it was promoting one 
party and insisted it wan ted par- 
ents to challenge all candidates 
over their views on opting out 

The PASS newsletter, called t 
passMark, is headlined “The vi- 
tal choice you face about your 
child's future”. It lists the 
achievements of grant-main- 
tained schools, and claims they 
have foiled only in getting all po- 
litical parties to agree' about 
them. “We are shortly to have 
a General Election and, sadly, 
the future of your pffikFs school 
may be at stake”. ...... 



Secretary Stephen DonelL 

Mrs Beckett cited the 
example of Christopher Reeve, 
the American actor who played 
Superman but who . was 
paralysed in a riding accident 
and who has been expressing 
concern over whether he can 
afford his health bills. Mrs 
Beckett said he was “a man 
worth more than you or me, a 
man stricken down in the prime 
of life, a man who wonders 
openly what happens when the 
money runs ouL" 

She argued that the NHS was 
one issue where there was “dear 
blue water” between Labour 
and theories, saying: “There is . 

no ideal more great, no design i 
more grand, no new direction : 
needed more desperately than in 
Britain’s need for a health ser- 
vice fit for a new millennium’’. 

While trying to eschew any 
new promises about the NHS. 
Mrs Beckett raised some 
hostages to fortunes by saying 
that under the Tbries people 
have had to wait 12 hours on a 
trolley for treatment and have 
had their operations cancelled 
three times because there is not 
enough staff. She also aske± 
“Will the local casualty depart- 
ment be dosed or just too busy 
to admit your child in an 
emergency?” 

Mr Prescott drew a picture 
of a semi-privatised health ser- 
vice: “When people come in 
they are asked: Ho you have pri- 
vate insurance? Who is your 
GP? If you imva insnran ce or 
areregistered with the right GP 
fundholder, you get priority .If 
not, you go to the back of the 
queue.” 
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Barrie Clement 

John Cleese turned Church 
House into Fay/by Towers yes- 
terday, coming to the aid of his. 
beloved Liberal Democrats in 
a somewhat flawed live “phone 
link” with converts to the cause. 

The object of the exercise was 
a jocular dialogue between the 
comic, Paddy Ashdown and 
tame members of the elec- 
torate conducted at Church 
House in Westminster, live and 
under the glare of the media. 

The problem was that some 
of the punters had not read the 
script Neil Whinnerah, from the 
key seat of Southport was the 
first up. His phone rang for 
some time. “He’s not in,” said 
Mr Cleese. Eventually Mr 


Whinnerah answered. “Ob hel- 
lo,” he .said as if surprised. 

The man from Southport 
said be had been meaning to 
become a member of the par- 
ly for some time and that he had 
voted for no one else. What was 
it about thepolitical broadcast 
- by John Cleese - which had 
persuaded him to Lie the polit- 
ical knot? “lb be quite honest, 
nothing,” came the reply. 

Mr Geese then asked him 
what he had written in an im- 
passioned postcard to foe Liberal 
Democrats. “Can’t remember." 

Mr Ashdown prompted him 
that be had written on his con- 
cerns about the environment. 
“Did IT was his reply. 

Hie Liberal Democrats have 
always insisted that they want- 


ed to inject a spot of fun into 
the election campaign, but was 
this what they had in mind? 

Mr Ashdown kept reminding 
Mr Whinnerah that the press 
was present Members of the 
media seemed to be shaking un- 
controllably during the phone 
link, apparently in mirth. 

At one stage the increasingly 
tetchy Liberal Democrat leader 
chided the new member far fail- 
ing to discern that he HaH taken 
over the telephone. “I thought I 
was stiH talking to John,” said Mr 
Whinnerah. “Surely you can tell 
the difference between our voic- 
es," said Mr Ashdown. 

Then the untutored punter 
began to hold forth on unlead- 
ed petrol causing cancer. 
“Where did you get that from 
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Martin Beffs 
3 I nomination terns 
U ware accepted 
yesterday, alter 

overcoming a challenge 
from Neil Hamilton, who ■■ 
questioned Mr Bell’s right 
to stand under foe 
independent banner; - 
Apart from Mr Hamfflon, 

Mr Bell wiff face eight 
other contendere in his - 

TbHon constituency- They 
include foe fonnldabls 
Miss Moneypenny the . 
Transformer (of the Miss 

Moneypenrt/s 

Glamorous One Party). 


ONE TO REMEMBER 


□ Yesterday was an 
appalling day for 
John Mafor, who 
had to re-think hb 
campaign strategy 
following the outbreak of 
feuding w&hin foe 
Government over Europe. 
Mr Major used the 
morning press conference 
to make an Impassioned 
■ pfeatoEunveceptlcsto ; 
toathe party fine. He then 
'decided hastily to 
re-shoot taatnightfe . 

election broadcast to 
focus on Europe, rather 
than on optimistic 
economic news. 


r Employment, netting Jo&s ana enjwynn* 

T t JfrnJres, saying ‘more and more peopte minimum wage, 


Michael HeseKine said that the row over Europe was 
-absolute fy urimportant in foe context ofthe formation of 
the next government and the leadership the Prime 
Minister will give us over the next live years”. He blamed 
the press for hijacking the campaign by “talking about 
these things which the general pub&c are quite content to 
see on foe sideEnes". “Do you know what foe essence of 
this Is? tt fes the genius of John Major,” he said. 


HOGWASH 


The mar whose wife and two step- 
1/ daughters were seduced by Alan 

■OtateUBH Clark has arrived In the Kensington 
and Chelsea constituency to campaign against 
him. When Clark admitted the affairs In his Diaries 
in 1983, James Haxkess said the former minister 
should be horsewhipped. Today he Insisted that 
his decision to come aver from South Africa and 
campaign for Labour was “nothing to do with any 
vendetta ™ I have forgiven Alan Clark". 


THE OTHER PARTIES 


Sinn Fain’s senior spokesman MItchel 
McLaughfin Insisted that a vote for his party 
was not a vote for foe IRA. He said that he 
knew nothing of speculation that the IRA 
might call a ceasefire before the election. “If it 
happens, it happens,” he said. These are matters 
for the IRA - and outside the control of Sinn Fein.' 
Meanwhile, the Scottish National Party announced 
that they were launching a fresh attack on. Labour, 
unleashing a Scathe and two Westle tenters to take 
on Labour’s bulldog. “With our wee Scottie dogs we 
are biting back," they declared. 


MEDIA STAR 


Baroness Thatcher 
continued to polish her 
legacy, visiting the now 
prosperous Teesdale Park 
In Cleveland. Ten years 
ago The Independent 
photographed Her striding 
across the derefiet she, 
before vowing It would be 
regenerated. Yesterday she unveiled a plaque 
bearing words spoken on her previous visit 



Kissable Tony 
brings a lMe 
spice to town 

John Walsh mingles with Blair’s 
enthusiastic fans in Monmouth 


Fawlty phone-in: John Cleese loosening up with Liberal Democrat supporters yesterday Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 

John Cleese proves Lib Dems are 
game for a laugh - inadvertently 


then?" said Mr Ashdown for 
whom the issue of carcinogenic 
fuel came out of the blue. 

Margaret Heath, of Cum- 
bria, was breathlessly supportive 
of the humorous approach es- 
poused by the Liberal Democ- 
rats. “I drink we should laugh at 
ourselves a bit more,” she said. 

Tricing the conversation to a 
higher plain, Mr Geese volun- 
teered that be bas once inter- 
viewed the Dali Lama. “He said 
that when people laugh it 
loosens up their thinking." 

The former member of Man- 1 
ty Python \ sFfymg Circus began to 
loosen up himself when Brio 
Dimmot, from Basingstoke, came 
on the line. “Is your name an ana- 
gram?" he teased. “It’s genuine, 
ft’s me," came the reply. 


Outside the Punch House, a 
charming ancient pub in cob- 
bled Agmcoun Square, the 
Monmouth Spice Girls were 
gening excited. 

Kelly. Ccri. Michelle. Sherri 
and Catherine had all shame- 
lessly bunked off Maths at 
Monmouth's Comprehensive 
to dap eyes on Tony Blair. 
Why? “ccs he’s sexy," ventured 
SheryL “I am going to vote 
Labour," said Kelly, who is IK 
apd a tittle madam, “because 
thev’re going to help the poor 
and do more for young people. 
The Conservatives just help 
rich people. This world needs 
a change." she ended ringing- 
Iv. Someone wondered if the 
Labour boss would kiss the 
baby in the red. straw hat. “I 
wish he'd kiss me.” breathed 
Ceri (16 and a bit of a minx). 

The kissable Tony was in 
Monmouth to support Huw 
Edwards, who lost to the lories 
in 1992 by 3,200 voles. His 
rival Roger Evans, (now Junior 
Minister for Social Security) 
swiftly became the day's pan- 
tomime villain. As Blair fans 
with placards surged outside the 
pub and the photographers 
mounted their familiar barri- 
cade, a dark blue Volvo purred 
up and down the street; from 
Its dim interior Evans* plumy 
monotone taunted the crowd. 
“WHAT U-TURNS WILL 
LABOUR PERFORM 
NOW?" The car’s loudspeak- 
er rudely inquired. “ARE YOU 
ALLOWED TO ASK QUES- 
TIONS OR IS THIS JUST 
ANOTHER PHOTO OP- 
PORTUNITY?" The crowd 
booed, except for a trio of Toiy 
ladies with blue rosettes and 
seats on the local council. 

On the wall behind the map- 
pers stood a statue of Henry V, 
who was born in Monmouth in 
1387. Given his looming pres- 
ence and the fact that wc were 
in Agincourt Square, it was 
tempting to look for parallels: 
Mr Blair as Hal, super-patriot 
and God-annointed sovereign. 
Calling the Might of England 
to his side against the, er. 
French? No, that won’t do. 
John Prescou as Sir John Foi- 
staff hard-drinking embodi- 
ment of old values, now fallen 
an hard times? Ron Davies, the 
shadow Welsh secretary (who 
was there) as Fluellcn? There 


was, however, no need to look 
lor an enemy to fight when vcm 
had Mr Evuns l“WE SEEM 
TO BE WAITING AN EX- 
TREMELY LONG TIME. 1 
CANT IMAGINE WHAT 
FOR. THREE CHEERS FOR 
JOHN MAJOR") volunteering 
for the part. 

Tbnv and Cheric arrive, 
beaming and waving. Mrs Blair 
betrays no trace of nerves at 
these events, gaily telling a 
black Liw student 'gimme a call 
some time." when his mini- 
pupillage is over. 

The baby in the straw hat 
(Molly Angharad Williams, 10 
months) was proferred, but 
Tony declined to kiss her. He'd 
made a tine speech this morn- 
ing about the “seven killers of 
a decent society", full of un- 
usually concrete notions, but its 
rightful place in the news head- 
lines had been gazumped by yet 
more tales of Tiny disunity. He 
was dearly a liule pissed off by 
this. 

“MRFFWHWLLGG BAR- 
RAWHYLLGOGOGOCH." 
intoned the unseen Mr Evans 
from further up the road. Either 
he was speaking in Welsh or his 
megaphone had been spm-doc- 
tored. “I'm delighted to sec you, 
Mr Evans." said Blair, pleased 
to have even an incomprehen- 
sible heckler, “and 1 shall be 
even more delighted to wave 
you bye bye". Mr Evans honks 
off back to his lair. 

There’s such an air of su- 
premacy about the Labour 
leader now, all jutting chin and 
balled fists, you believe him ca- 
pable of anything - going 10 
rounds with Lennox Lewis, in- 
vading a neutral country. And 
perhaps it was the stone salute 
of Henry V over his head that 
inspired him to a peroration 
(“No more division ... but a 
smooth unified one nation, a 
country that will look forward 
together with confidence. We 
can do iL for Britain, for Wiles, 
for all our people"). 

Wild ctaeers.Tro of the taff 
Spices were grilled about their 
views before Mr Blair sadly con- 
cluded, “you're not really very 
interested in politics, are’ you? 
Well, there’s plenty of time." 

The girls turned to the 
crowd, adoration shining in 
their eyes. “That was cracking!" 
thev said. And it was. 
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Number of women MPs 



double 


Louise Jury 

There could be nearly twice as 
many women MPs in Parlia- 
ment after the election, ac- 
cording to figures released last 
night by the Fawcett Society. 

\s nominations for I May 
dosed, nearly 400 women were 
contesting seats in the election. 
Of Lhose. the society believes 
i are standing in safe con- 
stituencies or where a swing of 


less than eight per cent would 
secure them victory. This result 
would transform ihe Commons 
where there were 62 women 
members last time. 

Women would make up 
around 17 percent of the Com- 
mons compared with 9.2 per 
cent of the representation dur- 
ing the last session. 

Even with a six per cent 
swing, the magic 100 mark 
would be breached for the first 


tune. Mary- Ann Stephenson, 
of the Fawcett Society, said: “I 
think that creates a critical mass 
which is important. One of the 
problems a lot of women MPs 
have is they need to show they 
can cut it as well as the men. 

“Once we get more women 
in. it will be easier for them to 
address issues which are not 
seen as serious political issues 
ai the moment, like how we deal 
with childcare.*’ 


She aid the vast majority of 
women were in unwin liable 
seats. Although all parties had 
trumpeted the number of fe- 
male candidates they were field- 
ing, what mattered was whether 



compared with 54 at present 
and the Tories 15 after the 
election. This would represent 
a smaller female presence on 


the Conservative benches as 
there were 25 women in the last 
Parliament. ' 

Ten Tbty women defending 
candidates are fighting safe 
seats. Seventeen female Labour 
defending candidates have safe 
seats and another eight of its 
new candidates look virtually 
certain to win. • 

None of the Liberal Demo- 
crat womeir MPs has a safe seat 
- defined by the Fawcett Soci- 


ety as where the conterifitg 
party needs more than an eight 
per cent swing - although Ray 
Midue in Argyll and Bute is 
thought likely to be returned. 

Afl seven Paid Cymru women 
candidates are fighting in con- 
stituencies where they need a 
swing of more than 25 per ceat 
id get elected Tlie.sqacly be- 
liefs two Scottish National Par- 
ry will have two women after the 
election -defending candidates 


"Margaret Ewing and Roseanna 

°Sfa^ph«ison said: 
be important that a number ot 
. women are all entering a* 
Bunf. time . If there is a huge 
chunk of women all new to- 
gether, it will be easier to bade 
each other up” 

A Labour Party spokesman 
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women candidates in exactly 
half - as they had hoped to 
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Teesside revisited: Baroness Thatcher goes on a walkabout with John and Nonna 
Major (Photograph: Cart Rutherford). Right: Ten years ago the area was derelict scrubland 

Thatcher goes back 
to the wilderness 


PeterPopham 


The theme of Baroness Thatch- 
er's walkabout in Teesside yes- 
terday was practically Biblical, 
mosaic. Tory miracles: the 
desert seeded, sprouting mul- 
tiplex cinemas, fitness centres, 
marinas, bingo halls and uni- 
versities. 

Nearly 10 years ago, Mar- 
garet Thatcher strode, face 
clamped in a Crown, across the 
rubble and scrub of Teesside 's 
urban dereliction. Yesterday 
she returned to the site - where 
once dandelions blew about 
and the unlawfully tipped rub- 
bish festered, rows of twee, red 
brick, gable-ended Eigbties- 
style buildings have sprung up. 

The Teesside Development 
Corporation site, claimed to be 
the biggest redevelopment site 


in Europe, is Lady Thatcher’s- 
promise redeemed. “This is 
where I stood 10 years ago," she 
said as if remembering vividly. 
“It’s been transformed! Total- 
ly transformed!” 

As an attempt to draw the 
press pack’s attention away 
from ministerial dissent on Eu- 
rope, it was a bold one - and al- 
most selfless on Lady 
Thatcher’s part, given her own 
passionate hostility to Europe. 

There was a half-hearted 
attempt at the start of the day 
to keep her involvement in the 
proceedings secret. At the 
morning press conference, John 
Major said coyly: “I have to 
catch a plane to go to Teesside 
for something I hope you will 
find more than usually inter- 
esting." The truth, however, 
was out of the bag almost at 


once, chased vainly by’ Tbty 
press officers. “I'm telling you 
that we are not allowed to give 
a definite confirmation for 
security reasons,” one said. 
“Her people will pull her." 

Lady Thatcher remained un- 
pulled. however, and the event 
billed as “Lady Thatcher’s Tfelk 
In The Wilderness, now a walk 
in the Teesside Development 
Corporation" went ahead as 
scheduled. For Teesside is an 
important, indeed a desperate, 
Tory front line. 

lb the north is the Lake of 
Red .which covers all of indus- 
trial "tyne and Tees, including the 
constituencies of Peter Man- 
delson (Hartlepool) and Tony 
Blair (Sedgefield). Tb the south 
are the vety different realities of 
rural North Yorkshire. Teesside 
was decimated in the recession 



of the early Eighties. When I vis- 
ited Hartlepool, one of the 
bleakest spots in the region, five 
years ago, it was noted princi- 
pally for monstrous unemploy- 
ment and hard drinking. 

However, Teesside is visibly 
a changed place and the devel- 
opment corporation set up af- 
ter Mis Thatcher’s visit (and due 
to be wound up later this year) 
demands much of the credit 

With the media penned be- 
hind industrial-strength barriere, 
a BBC helicopter circling over- 
head and a cavalcade of Range - 
Rovers and Jaguars, it was a 
visitation worthy of a living 
legend - only slightly spoiled by 
a Mirror van trucking back and 
forth on a nearby road pumping 
out the Labour campaign song. 

It was, in fact, a painfully ar- 
tificial event: the Prime Mmis- 


-tefeand the formetprime min- 
ister padding down, the road 
smiling, waving, pressing local 
Tbry flesh. They then unveiled 
a plaque and shovelled some 
dirt over an already planted and 
blossoming cherry tree. 

Lady Thatcher was mute as 
she has never been mute before. 
Besides gasping over the trans- 
formation her walkabout had 
set in train, and waving to in- 
visible crowds hovering in the 
air, her part was a walk-on. 

“Mr Major, why don’t you 
sack these foolish ministers?" 
one reporter asked repeatedly 
as Laay Thatcher stood, lips 
pursed, by his side. “Lady 
Thatcher would have sacked 
them!" Mr Major mustered an 
old fashioned look - as if to say, 
“try that once more and she’ll 
bite your ear off". 


by Aanonymous 


It was 730am. Last night the BT 
engineer had patched a conference 
fine into the large suite of thesouth 
coast hoteL So now the Candidate 
and Big Al waited for the cafl from 
headquarters. Through the hall 
leading to the suite’s living room 
(virtually indistinguishable from 
her own at home), Mrs Candidate 
could be heard talking gently on 
another line to each of her children in turn. 
Bade in the bedroom, newspapers by scattered 
on the bed, the floor and most of the chairs; 
the headlines all agreeing that the Grey Man 
was in deep and terrible trouble. 

The electronic box on the coffee table 



aero us bunch we arc when they 
Sre squabbling like this. The only 
peril we have to be on guard for 
is thai thev might push it so far, 
that they actually come out the 
other side a genuinely anti-Eu- 
rope party. Thai could -as we vc 
alwavs known - be a problem for 
us. As we also know, that depends 
on whether Blokely goes quietly, 
or derides - as the most successful Tory chan- 
cellor in history - to make a fuss. 

“Right," said the Candidate. “What differ- 
entiates us from them is that they re a rabble 
led by a weed, and we’re a purposive party fed 
bv " he paused, smiling, ”... me. We re just 
_• U«it in fhi! best no- 


coughed Big Al lent forward, pressed abut- as patriotic as tbeim but we n- in the ka P£ 
ion and said, “Okay, we’re on”, into it. “Good sition to defend British interests, because 
morning!” said friend Bobby from 60 miles away, we’re united." .... 

his soft voice sounding like damp sand slipping Someone groaned a^ smaU.^bMetyj»uuiDfc 

down a chfldrnrtsfide, “and 


what a lovely morning it isl” 

Al smiled at the Candida te. 

The press stories of Bobby and 
the bull dog, plus the accom- 
panying photographs of the 
spare, sharp-suited strategist 
rolling os the floor with a bag- 
gy pooch, had been camp clas- 
sics. Last night they had been 
speculating that Bobby might 
bang on to the animal bryond 
the election, and come to the 
dispatch box with it .in tow - 
company for., Blind Lemon 
Blunkett’s guide dog. 

“Morning, Bobby!" replied the Candidate 
g rinning . “Is Mr Brown with you?" “Yes, I'm 
here,” came a Scot’s accented basso prof un- 
do - a voice of rich (if gloomy) colour. “We 
live in interesting times.". 

The Candidate went on, “Al is sure that we 
should feed some comment on the Grey 
Man’s predicament into this morning’s speech." 
There were disembodied noises of assent 
down the line from London: one gruff, the oth- 
er sibilant- “I just thought we should talk 
through our responses." 

“The main thing is that we let them stew as 
much as possible in their own juices," said Bob- 
by smoothly. “We just get on erecting our sev- 
en pillars and whatever - and keep to our 
splendid plan. When asked we sigh, and make 
dear how pathetic they are, how totally unfit- 
ted to govern etc. As far as I can see the big ca- 
sualty m all this is their negative campaign: it’s 
much harder for them to suggest what a dan- 


groan. It was Mr Brown. There 
followed a short silence which 
he then broke, his voice felting 
such low registers that his lis- 
teners strained to catch his 
words. “I just want to express 


6 They’re a 
rabble led by a « jgj 

weed, we’re a 
purposive party 
led by .'.V ine 9 


.-l» r 


partv. the European argument 
goes by default" 

He warned to his theme. 
“Afl vou then hear is the sound 
of politicians falling over one 
another to tell the country how 

...... ..anti-Europe. they are. And 

we, of course, have to respond. Look what’s 
already happened. In a tew months we’ve 
moved from being in principle in favour of mon- 
etary union: then in favour, but with a refer- 
endum; then doubtful about the first wave; then 
doubtful in the lifetime of the next parliament. 
But if the bloody thing happens - and I still 
think it will - are we are going to have paini - 
ed ourselves so far into a corner that we can’t 
join even if we want to?" 

The Candidate aghed. The truth was that no 
one could see into the future. But unlike Mr 
Brawn he could envisage life outside a single cur- 
rency. if that was what the British people - his 
people -really wanted. Their attitudes were also 
a reality; in political terms they were concrete. 

“Good point," he replied, “if it’s in Britain’s 
interests we wUl go for iL That’s the test, rather 
than something abstract. Britain’s interests!" 

“And where would that have left us in 1938?" 
muttered Mr Brown. But by that time the line 
had gooe dead. 



There’s not enough vision in Blair’s New Labour 


How will you vote? 

Labour 

Why? 

I’ve been a lifelong Labour 
supporter, so of course I’m 
pleased that we are probably on 
the verge of a Labour victory. 
I’ve waited too long for a 
change of government And 
yet I'm uneasy. I don’t think a 
Labour government is going to 
solve all our problems. The 
flaws of British society are far 
too fundamental This is part- 
ly because the public’s percep- 
tion of politicians is so low: the 
knock-on effect of the recent 
scandals mean that politicians. 


regardless of party, appear as 
tainted as each other. This re- 
sults in a distressing level of 
apathy. 

People think things are going 
to get instantly better; that the 
gap between the haves and 
have-nots will be bridged. But 
this is not quite the case. I think 
change will happen, but it will 
be gradual. 1 believe that the 
British public are inherently 
conservative. But I believe that 
a positive attitude towards our 
society means having a social- 
ist attitude. 

What issues are important to 
you? 


HOW I WILL VOTE: ART MALIK 


We all want, and deserve, a 
Utopia for our future genera- 
tions. If we go by what the man- 
ifestos are saying, education is 
the number one priority, ft is 
vital that we educate the next 
generation properly, and that 
they are brougnt up with the 
support of a good National 
Health Service. But I don’t 
think there is enough a vision 
to Tony Blair's New Labour for 
the inequalities in society, in 
education and health services, 
to be corrected, in the short 
term at least 


I’m in favour of rethinking 
the constitutional system and 
the possibilities of Proportion- 
al Representation. After all, 
the last government was voted 
in by ony approximately 40 per 
cent of the vote. But the entire 
system needs to be fundamen- 
tally rethought The voting sys- 
tem seems an anachronism. 
When your MP hears the divi- 
sion bell after staying op in a bar 
for the vote, he is goaded, 
probably drunk, into the lobby, 
chosen by a select few leading 
the party. 


Would you consider voting 
Liberal Democrat? 

Under the boundary changes 
since the last election, I now fave 
in the borough of Richmond. 
Dick Tracey is my MP. and in 
this staunch Conservative con- 
stituency, voting for Labour is 
a bit like pissing in the wind. 
With the Liberal Democrats 
firmly in second place, it would 
be better to vote for them to 
make sure that the seat did not 
go back to the Conservatives. 
But Pve been committed to so- 
rialftm and the Labour Party for 
too long to not be behind them 
on a national basis and see them 
though this election. 


This encapsulates my prob- 
lem with the voting system and 
this campaign in particular. 
Does it really matter how I vote 
at all? After afl. the important 
thing is not how you vote, but 
what happens after. 

Are there any politicians you 
admire? 

. I cannot t hink of any politi- 
cian alive who 1 really admire. 
They all lack an overall vision, 
unlike people like Ghandi who 

I greatly respect Tbny Blair mav 

claim he has a vision but I sim- 
ply don’t believe it Whilst read- 
ing last week’s reports of each 
parties manifestos, I simply 


couldn’t see an overall structure A 
to any of them. Ail we get is the r 
work of the spin doctors with 
their soundbites. 

When did you first become 
interested In politics? 

When 1 was about 14, living 
in the Tory heartland of 
Wandsworth. 1 got involved 
with Geoffrey Robinson, who 
lived just over the road and was 
my fnend’s cider brother. It was 
the end of the Sixties and we 
were faced with a country in a 
terrible state - the mincis'strik- 
ing, the ihrcc-day working 
week, the National Fiom. 
Interview by Sam Coates 
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news 


Jobs 
fails to 
deflect 
Euro row 


Diane Coyle and 
Fran Abrams 


The economic news favoured the 
Cons ervatives once again Gov- 
ernment borro wing year was 
well below the Budget target, 
Tdiik last month brought another 
big drop jn the number of peo- 
ple clammy unemployment ben- 
efit, according to official figures. 

The jobs figures reflected the 
booming economy. The head- 
line unemployment rate fell to 
6.1 per cent, the lowest for six 
years. Employment climbed by 
135,000 in the three months to 
February, with just over half of 
it full-time. 

More women are in work 
than ever before, now ac- 
counting for more than two- 
fifths of the workforce. But 
male participation in work has 
continued to decline. 

Paul Gregg, a researcher at 
the London School of Eco- 
nomics, said: ‘'Women will over- 
take men in the early years of 
the next century. We' will have 
a female-dominated labour 
force overseen by male 
managers." 

The latest fall in unemploy- 
ment figures was at the centre 
of a dispute yesterday after 
opposition parties claime d a 
government rep o r t showed that 
large sections of the population 
were being left out of its calcu- 
lations. As official figures 
recorded the number of people 
out of work and cl aiming ben- 
efit faffing by 41,100 toL707,000 
last month. Labour and the 
Liberal Democrats said many 
young people, women and old- 
er men had been excluded. ' 

The Prime Minister had 
clearly hoped that the opti- 
mistic figures would divert at- 
tention from the row over 
Eurdpe. Hd‘tvevef, r Ure news At- 
tracted .SO' little atfentionat 
yesterdays -Toiy 'party'nftWs 


bnefing that he had to ask re- 
peatedly whether anyone warn- 
ed to question him on it. 

When he was finally 
about unemployment, the en£ 


In its application for European 
Social Fund grants to tarfrir 
long-term unemployment last 
December, the Government 
suggested that levels 
young people, women and o 
er men were understated in its 
official figures. Those see 
work birr not immediately 
able were also exchidetL 

GilHan Shephard, the Secre- 
tary of Slate for Education and 
Employment, said countries 
were allowed to submit claimant 
figures phis mfonnation on oth- 
er measures such as disability. 

Labour's treasury spokes- 
man, Alistair Darling, said the 
remark amounted to an admis- 
sion that the government’s fig- 
ures did not tcO the whole story. 
“The Government should now 
come dean and admit in pub- 
lic what they are saying in pri- 
vate, that the claimant count 
does not reflect the real level of 
unemployment,” he said. 

Don Foster, the Liberal De- 
mocrat employment spokesman, 
said that in addition to those who 
were out of work but off the fig- 
ures, there were also many peo- 
ple on low pay. short-term 
contracts or in insecure jobs. 

Kenneth Clarke wweH cm the 
the gap between spending and 
revenues was £22.8bn, £3.6bn 
below his target fat 1 996/97. The 
Chancellor said this was “evi- 
dence of the healthy state of 
Britain’s public finances”. 

The figures were better than 
forecast thanks to below-target 
spending and higher tax ' rev- 
enues.. The sateof the Ministry 
of Defence married quarters and r 
the student loan-book trimmed 
£l.4bn from expenditure. n: 




Family values: James Harkess (right) says he has forgiven Alan Clark (left) for 
having affairs with his wife Valerie and step-daughters Josephine (above) and 
Alison, but Is disgusted with the Tory party and has flown from South Africa to help 
Labour In Kensington and Chelsea Photograph: London News Service 


Husband on moral mission against Clark 

Harkess joins Labour on Kensington doorsteps, reports Clare Garner 


The coven has come back to 
hanwf Abirflaiir. His campaign 
to win safe Kensington and 
Chelsea in west London may 
not be the comfortable ride he 
was hoping for. 

James Harkess, whose wife 
and two step-daughters were se- 
duced by die former defence 
minister, is cm a “moral misson" 
to canvass for Mr Clark’s 
Labour opponent. 

Mr Harkess, a barrister and 
former judge, has flown half 
way- round the world to cam- 
paign on behalf of Robert 
Atkinson, the Labour Party 
candidate In Kensington ; and 
Chelsea.-H6 is; tie says, side of 


The last time Mr Harkess 
came to Britain from his home 
in South Africa was in May 1994 
when he told the News of the 
Worid that Mr dark deserved 
to be “horsewhipped'’ for hav- 
ing a simultaneous affair with 
his wife and her daughters Al- 
ison, 39, and Josephine, 37. In 
his memoirs, Mr Clark de- 
scribed the three women as 
the “coven”. 

This time he is spreading his 
message door-to-door. He has 
already been out canvassing 
with 91-yearold Lord Longford 
tad intends to join Mr Atkin- 


son regularly in the run-up to 
the general election. His wife, 
Valerie, 59, was due to join him 
in Britain yesterday. 

“Clark is a man unsuitable for 
politics," said Mr Harkess. “It’s 
bis dishonesty as well as his sex- 
ual peccadilloes." he added. “I 
think I should be able to say 
what 1 believe and try to stop 
that which is ugly, dishonest and 
wrong.” 

Although he briefly sup- 
ported the Labour Party as a 
teenager, Mr Harkess, 67, has 
otherwise been a lifelong 
Tbry. He even stood as a Con- 


servative candidate for Brix- 
ton in south London in the 
1970 election, declaring 
himself a supporter of Enoch 
Powell's position on immi- 
gration. 

Mr Harkess denies that he is 
wreaking revenge on his old ri- 
val. “This is nothing to do with 
any vendetta or anything of that 
kind," he said. “I don't believe 
in vendettas. I have forgiven 
Alan Clark." 

He added: “That doesn't 
mean that I don't have a right 
and a duty like everyone else to 
say what I think is right and what 


I think is wrong. And one of the 
things 1 think is very right - and 
I want to be positive not nega- 
tive - is what Tony Blair is do- 
ing in the next two weeks in 
order to become Prime Minis- 
ter of this country." 

He is, he says, disgusted with 
the Conservative Party. “It’s 
the whole question of trust, hon- 
esty and leadership, and of 
course, moral and family val- 
ues," he said, claiming there 
were about 30 Conservatives 
who "could be labelled sleaze 
candidates". 

“What is bringing the election 


down is that there is too much 
sleaze going on in the Conser- 
vative Party." he said. “There is 
something' very wrong with the 
state of the country when the 
Prime Minister cannot do any- 
thing about that and put ’it 
right." 

Mr Clark said yesterday: “He 
[Harkess] says he has forgiven 
me. Well, that's very generous 
of him and very Christian of 
him. I have expressed contrition 
the last time this was raised four 
years ago and the episode is 20 
years old. 

“I don't like talking about it. 
It’sveiy, very old. It really' is his- 
toric and 1 am trying to fight an 
election now." 
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Blair sets out basics 
for a Labour Britain 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


Tony Blair yesterday offered to 
create a decent society found- 
ed on “the seven pillars of 
security* 1 , the basic building 
blocks of Labour policy. 

In a lecture in Southampton, 
the Labour leader deliberately 
set out his positive policy stall, 
as an alternative to die personal 

attacks and negative cam- 
paigning of the Tories. 

But that did not stop him con- 
trasting the political stances of 
the two parties -and portraying 
the Conservatives in a highly 
negative light 

“After IS years of Conserva- 
tive government,” he said, 
“Britain is more divided and less 
equal than at any Lime since the 
war. 

“It will be a new Labour 
government's task to rebuild 
Britain as one nation, where 
every individual has a stake in 
its future, where we treat pover- 
ty and unemployment not as 


problems we shut out or ignore, 
but as intolerable in any decent 
society true to the best of British 
values. 

“The Conservatives say: 
choose between self-interest and 
the good of society. I say any sen- 
sible view of self-interest recog- 
nises that the stronger, more 
unified a society is. the better for 
the individuals within it. 

“More than that, we cannot 
confront and overcome the 
problems of health, schools, 
action on unemployment, 
security in old age - as well as 
new problems like environ- 
mental degradation - unless we 
face the challenges together. 

“This is the case for collec- 
tive action: Britain cannot be 
one nation unless it is pre- 
pared to act as one nation. 

“As leader of the Labour 
Party I have made it my goal to 
create a decent society based on 
security for all in a world of 
change. 

“It is that decent society that 
the lories are incapable of cre- 


ating. They believe number one 
comes first in aO things. 

“They believe inequality is a 
sign of" success. They see in- 
security as the onty spur to 
activity. So they denigrate the 

things that we hold in co mmo n 

- the health service, the basic 
pension, public education.'* 

Mr Blair said that a few at the 
top were welk)ff and secure, but 
there was an insecure majority 
and a large and anxious group 
in the middle. 

If the election was to be 
fought on the Conservative 
record, and on what they 
offered, people would be 
appalled and terrified. 

“Terrified at their abolition of 
the state pension; terrified at 
their plans to strangle the health 
service; terrified at the prospect 
of a growing Toiy ‘underclass'; 
terrified at the idea of four out 
of five schools being turned into 
secondary moderns; terrified 
at the idea that Britain cannot 
be better than this.” 

The Labour leader said he 


was offering, instead, “seven 
pillars of security in a world of 
change: A world class education 
system; a- modern, compre- 
hensive NHS with the peace of 
mind that comes from knowin g 
it will be there when you need 
it; security and dignity in re- 
tirement; freedom from the 
fear of crime and security m our 
communities; quality housing; 
a welfare state that, promotes 
independence; and strong so- 
cial institutions — from the 
family upwards - that promote 
mutual responsibility and a 
spirit of public and voluntary 
service.” 

He concluded: “Together, 
you and I will begin to buOd the 
new society, a society in which 
each of us has the chance to 
grow, to achieve, to contribute, 
to create dignity for ourselves, 
and not for ourselves alone, but 
for others also; a society in 
which each of us has a stake, a 
share; and we will give back to 
our children what they deserve 
- a heritage of hope." 


Bell beats off last ditch bid 
by Hamilton to stop him 


Jojo Moyes 


The battle for the hearts and 
ballot slips of Tattoo’s voters 
took another bad-tempered 
twist yesterday when the Tory 
candidate Neil Hamilton 
launched a last-ditch attempt 
to scupper the electoral chances 
of his rival Martin Bell, by lodg- 
ing an objection over Mr Bell's 
use of the word “independent”. 

Along with nine other can- 
didates, Mr Befi had his nomi- 
nation formally accepted 
yesterday, describing himself 
as an Independent He had 
planned to describe himself as 
“Independent Anti-Corrup- 
tion”, but withdrew the words 
“anti-corruption” following the 
threat of legal action. 

Speaking after his nomina- 
tion was accepted, Mr Bell, 
who was proposed by former 
Tory councillor Laurence 
Hobday, said that his title was 


irrelevant “Fm standing as an 
Independent but everyone 
knows it's on an anti-corruption 
platform. 

As he formally launched his 
election campai gn with a walk- 
about in Alder ley Edge, in 
Cheshire, be revealed that he 
was also being supported by two 
former mayors, one Labour 
and one Liberal Democrat two 
war veterans and an England 
cricketer. “He’s going to teach 
me to deal with the bouncers 
that may be coming my way,” 
Mr Bell said. 

The first came just hours 
later, with the news that 
Mr. Hamilton’s agent had 
launched a formal objection to 
Mr Bell’s description of himse lf 
as Independent 

“Bell is not an independent 
candidate. He is a stooge of the 
Labour Party with Liberal sup- 
port,” Mr Hamilton said. “I call 
on him to withdraw his nomi- 


nation papers and allow Thttou's 
voters a real choice between po- 
litical parties.” 

But the acting returning of- 
ficer, chief executive of Mac- 
clesfield Borough Council, 
Brian Longden, rejected the 
complaint tty Mr Hamilton, the 
former minister at the centre of 


bon is valid. 

Mr Bell described the at- 
tempt as “a desperate effort by 
a desperate man”. “I was nom- 
inated by a Conservative coun- 
cillor ... so Mr. Hamilton 
cannot claim that nty nomina- 
tion was anything other than to- 
tally cross-party,” he said. 

As the lik of candidates was 
closed at 4 pm yesterday, there 
initially appeared to have been 


scrip tion of candidate Simon 
Kinsley as an “Independent 
Conservative”. 

But just half an hour later, 
a rather embarrassed 
spokesman for the council ad- 
mitted that the description had 
been a mistake, and that the 
candidate was, in fact, amply 


H3L Independent candidate; 
Michael Paul Kennedy, Natur- 
al Law Party; Simon Lowther 
Kinsey, Independent candidate; 
John Richard Muir, Albion. 
Party; Ralph Nicholas, Inde- 
pendent candidate; Bumel 
Craig Penhaul, commonly 
known as Miss Money Peony 
the Transformer Miss Money 
Penny's Glamourous One Par- 


another twist, with' the de- Juice Party. 


ty; and Julian Matthew Price, 
Juic 


the cash-for- questions row. A 
spokesman said: “The acting re- 
turning officer has replied to say 
he cannot accept the objection 
as valid. Martin Bell's nomina- 


IndependenL 

Other candidates standing 
in Tattoo are: David Laurence 
Bishop, Lord Byro v The 
Scallywag Tories Party; Sam 
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Teesside seat could 


spring a surprise 


Tim Devlin is mildly displeased. 
A local bookmaker has just 
mode him the narrow favourite 
to hold on to his marginal seal 
of Stockton South, a rare Tbxy 
foothold in the North-east 

“I think I prefer it when 
people are doing me down as 
the underdog," explained Mr 
Devlin, busy door-knocking in 
a key ward. But it is not unex- 
pected. “I suppose I have a trade 
record for surprising results." 

Clinging on to his majority of 
3,369 would certainly be sur- 
prising. The Teesside con- 
stituency is one of 90 “must win” 
seats for Labour, and at 64th on 
the list and according to form 
and party anatysis, a win here 
would give Tbny Blair's party a 
small overall majority. 

Mr Devlin, whose narrow 
bend-bucking ousting of the So- 
cial Democrats’ Ian Wrig- 
glesworth in 1987 made him the 
youngest Thry MP at 27, is un- 
daunted Cheerily shaking the 
hand of each voter who crossed 
his path, the former banister 
seemed remarkably relaxed 
about being written off as a Tbzy 
loss as he shepherded his can- 
vassing team around the hous- 
es. “We have heard it all before 
and we have fought back.” 

His campaign themes are no- 
tably local issues. He claims that 
even Labour vote® regard him 
as an approachable MP and 
points to his etrouragement of 
the use of dosedkaicuit television 
and “zero tolerance” policing 
which has cut crime in the area; 

Traditional Labour voters, be 
believes, are unhappy wfth Mr 


Michael Streeter 

reports from a Tory 
enclave in Labour's 
target territory 

Kail's new Labour and he thinks 
their abstentions could help him 
win. With his wife, Quid, he glee- 
fully recalls the reaction of 
Labour voters on the doorstep. 
“One person said Tve been 
waiting 18yeazs to get rid of you 
effing bs, now I find the other eff- 
ing bs are just the same’." 

Much erf the chat in the crowd- 
ed terrace house that is the elec- 
tion headquarters is light-hearted 
and domestic - of their two 
dogs and the lambs on their six-: 
acre smallholding. The proper- 
ty fits well with the southern part 
of the constituency where pret- 
ty towm such as Yazm shew signs 
of considerable wealth. In con- 
trast, some areas of the decaying 
industrial Stockton suffer male 
unemployment of up to 30 per 
cent and massive depravation. 

So for his campaign against 
Labour's Dari Tfrykrr has been 
relatively civil, though he in- 
formed The Independent that 
Ms Taylor had beea“parachut- 
ed” in by her party, ana had been 
given a new Labour “makeover". 
He dwriarad: “She has. a new 
hairdo and wears suits.” 

His own career is not without 
criticism. In 1994 he was 
removed as a ministeri al aide, 
claiming that he left because of 
local defence cuts. Whips said 
he was sacked for "general in- 
effectiveness", although a year 


later he was given a similar post 

Ms Thylor dismisses the per- 
sonal criticism of her as “silly” 
but recognises that she has a real 
fight ahead to take the seat She 
accepts that many of the unde- 
cided voters - around 25 per 
cent of the electorate - wQJ fall 
back to tfielbries, but she is con- 
fident that enough will switch or 
stay at home to give her the 3.9 
per cent swing die needs to win. 
“There is everything to play for 
and this is a critical seat. All eyes 
will be on us [at the election]." 

The daughter of the former 
Labour MP for Burnley, Daniel 
Jones, Welsh-born Ms Tkylor - 
whose campaign is sponsored by 
the GMB general workers’ 
union - detects a mood of an- 
ticipation in the seat But she 
concedes that trust in all politi- 
cians to carry out their promis- 
es is low. “People won’t change, 
I know that. We are going to 
have to prove that they can trust 
us. Winning the election is go- 
ing to be the easy part." 
Already she feels that she has 

Mr Devlin on the run over 
schools' funding and a contro- 
versial plan to build a water- 
sports centre on a tranquil spot 
on the Tees, to which Mr Devlin 
appeared to give initial hac king 

The liberal Democrats afcp 
believe they see signs of move- 
ment to them by both disen- 
chanted Tbries and “betrayed” 
Labour supporters. However 
most observers believe their 
candidate, Peter Monck, who 
works for a funeral company, 
will do well to maintain them 
1992 vote of less than 10,000. 
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Jobless 

ousted 

in 

favour 
of single 
Euro 
currency 

Paul McCann 

Media Corres pondent 

The Conservative 
dLfion broadcast scheduj-^ 

scrapped yeslerdav 
d »^ibc 

advertising agency, MAX, 
Saatchi. about the cconotrj 

and falling unemployment, was 

due to be broadcast last mgm 
to coincide with yesterdays 
release of the latest unemploy- 
ment figures. 

Instead Mr Major decided to 
record a personal message on 
camera to explain his “wait 
and see" policy on Britain s 
entry to a single European 

currency. . 

The film was made m less 
than an hour in the party's 
London headquarters by a him 
crew from M&C Saatchi. 

The message was a version of 
the impassioned statement Mr 
Major made to journalists 
earlier at the parly's morning 
press conference. 

Aides claimed the nred-up 
prime Minister recorded the 
address in one take, un- 
rehearsed and without the 
benefit of notes. The five 
minute film is likely to have cost 
the party much less than the 
£250.000 spent on its famous 
“Return to Brixton” film in 

1991 

It is not known if the party 
will re-schedule the film on 
unemployment. 

The Tories are estimated to 
have spent £2m making five 
election broadcasts during the 

1992 general election. Labour, 
which uses volunteer directors 
as well as professionals at its ad- 
vertising agency BMP DDB, is 
likely to spend around £200,000 
on its five films for this cam- 
paign. . 

Malting the new broadcast 
delayed the Prime Minister’s 
trip to Stodcton-on-Tbes to meet 
Baroness Thatcher for a photo 
opportunity. 

The Daily Telegraph and the 
Daily Mail are trying to create 
an alternative election platform 
for the Conservative Party 
based on opposition to a 
European single currency. 

Tuesday's Mail used John 
Major’s visit to disgruntled fish- 
ermen in Newlyn as a hook to 
declare a “Battle for Britain" on 
its front page. Inside the news- 
paper published photographs 
and names of 76 Tory candidates 
opposed to a single "currency. It 
also published a “Battle for 
Britam Hotline” number for 
candidates to fax through their 
election addresses. 

The Mail’s first and second 
editions yesterday, when min- 
isters John Horam and James 
Paice were unearthed as op- 
posing government policy, illu- 
minated its attitude to the" issue. 
The Mail believes it does the 
Tories more good to be seen as 
anti-EU than harm to be seen 
as divided on the issue. 

It scrapped its early front 
page stoty about trade unions 
- “Labour’s bully boys are 
back” - in favour of “Europe: 
The great revolt". Inside it 
printed another 66 photographs 
of Tory dissenters and a lust of 
140 candidates who now oppose 
the single currency. 

The Telegraph must have felt 
suitably miffed. It started writ- 
ing to Tory candidates at the end 
of last week to ads for their elec- 
tion addresses. Only yesterday 
did it manage to print the po- 
sitions of 1 17 candidates whose 
election addresses it had re- 
ceived. Only 52 of the Tdc- 
fpoph’s candidates were 
explicitly opposed to the single 
currency, but even without the 


C 


It says something 
about the manage- 
ment of the Conser- 
vative Party at the 
present time that 
i like me are forced 


Into this position. 


I hope this embarrasses 
them. They should feel 
ashamed - Former Tory 
treasurer Lord McAJpJrw r 
protesting against the clo- 
sure of Barfs Hospital out- 
side Conservative Central 
Office. 


"He is dead and wooden ... 
Maggie will find it incredi- 
bly difficult to keep quiet 
on this" - Lord McAipine 


QUOTES 
OF THE 



on John Major’s ‘wait and 
see’ policy 

"it was perfectly dear, that 
when the unity of silence 
had been shattered ... that 
the people would wake up 
and would no longer toler- 
ate the lies that were being 
told to them" 

- Sir James Goldsmith on 


Conservative Euro-splits 

“We will see how they 
handle but the new ones 
are lighter and easier, es- 
pecially for female staff ... 
we are keeping our old 
polling booths even 
though one does have a 
bit of graffiti saying *Vote 
Chamberlain 1 ." 

- Devon Electoral Officer 
Peter Smith on the new 
plastic ba/fot boxes. 

“Do you know what the 
essence of this is? it is the 
genius of John Major who 
has kept these options 
open — Michael Heseltine 


on the Conservative Euro- 
pean currency debate 

"It’s no good trotting out 
the bulldogs if you are go- 
J 56 a French poodle" 
- Michael Forsyth 


“It would be Interesting to 
wow what Lady Thatdmr’s 
election address would say 
rf she were still publishing 
one. 


- Labour Party cam- 
paign spokesman 
Brian Wilson 



Compiled by Ben Summers 
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Shires at stake 
in the poll that 
parties forgot 


1 1 V THE INDEPENDENT ■ 

elections 


David WaBmr 

Voters across the shires of Ene- 
3 and might not yet have regit 
tered the fact, but on 1 May they 
will have two ballots to casL 

Parallel to the general 
election, some 3300 seats in 
county and new unitary coun- 
cUs are being contested. So far 
the silence has been deafening. 
Party headquarters have been 
largely indifferent. Yet on the 
result hangs control of 
England’s biggest education 
authorities and depending on 
swing, who runs the newly 
formed Local Government 
Association. 

The local hope is that voters 
will distinguish between the 
performance of councillors and 
MPs bearing the same party 
label. Hie leader of Bedford- 
shire Tories, Philip Hendry, re- 
ports doorstep conversations to 
the effect “you will get my vote 
but your party certainly will 
not". The Literal Democrat 
leader. Nick Hills, agrees. “The 
headline poll figures ignore re- 
gional and local voting 
intentions,’' he said. 

The last county elections 


were in 1993, when Labour 
and the Libera] Democrats 
swept a majority of previously 
Tory coundJs into the “no over- 
all control” category. Conven- 
tional wisdom says the Tbiy 
position should improve - but 
that depends on whether 
na ti o n a l swings apply locally. 

Councillors admit the public 
i s oft en confused about who is 
actually in control of county haH 
In Bedfordshire no single party 
has had a majority the 
early Eighties. Arithmetic there 
is farther complicated by the 
fact this is the first election since 
Luton was excised from the 
county. The car-making town is 
now a “unitary” -it runs its own 
education and social services 
separate from the county. 

Stakes are high in neighbour- 
ing Oxfordshire where all three 
parties assented to a 1997-98 
budget some £6m in excess of the 
Government's limit. In a fit of 
pre-election funk the Secretary 
of State for the Environment, 
John Gammer, postponed his de- 
cision on whether to veto it and 
insist new council tax. demands 
were issued for a lower figure. 
This is one of the first decisions 


fating Ms successor - if there is 
one. 

Oxfordshire's Liberal De- 
mocrat leader Dennot Roaf is 
hoping for a rash of tactical 
voting, with people splitting 
their tickets in ante- to oust the 
county's They MPs. 


is made more difficult in areas 
such as Blackburn where elec- 
tions are taking place on new 
boundaries for a new kind of 
cotmaL In Blackburn, till now 
a district of Lancashire, voters 
are being asked to choose the 
members of a new unitary, 
Blackburn with Darweu. 

Labourwas solidly in charge 
of the old Blackburn and its 
leader Malcolm Doherty says he 
is happy to fight on its record, 
including a 9 per cent increase 
in council tax this year. But 
T abOUT Strength I anra«dim » 
county may be affected by the 
loss of Blackburn and Black- 
pool, also a new unitary. 

Would a new Labour Black- 
burn be de man ding extra grants 
from a new Labour govern- 
ment? “We have no illusions, 
“Mr Doherty sard, “we wiH be 
patient." 


Casting your vote in the county elections 


Sections take place on 1 May In 35 GngBsh 
shire counties and 19 new “unitary? councBs. 
Some 3.200 seals ere tip for grabs.' In add!- -J. 

tian a third erf the seats on 1he> Kingston upon.. 

Hull and Bristol city councils are being con- 7 : 
iB5fed-dnda!h42 seals boMahrarn tM district: 


yea- and ft is for fiiefr ^shadow* councils that 

elections take place bn 1 May. 

- [During die year to pome existing county 
cotmcfflore for such towns as Peterborough, 
Wanfogtori and Nottingham wilt continue in 
* office, but wflf not be aBowed to vote on coun- 


council. In some areas there are indfeidual by^ : ty -issues. On T April next year the existing 
etectionsLcaused by death and resignations:^ Hereford mid Worcester county spfits Into a 
; foiling hours have been attended*:^ Herefordshire and a new Wtier' 

those, fqrthe patfiamerrt^eJadiof^ r' "county of Worcestershire.: 

10pm): local ballot papers wiB be a efifferent y v County Coundht (ctaiant status ' ■' 
cotaor but will be put irifo the sane boiras f- ^Xhtmaconurok Beds, Combs, Cheshire,- Cun* 
parUamentary voles. In most areas counting' ^tStase x. EMg x. raoues, Hants; 

.vSkotSS^W? S* bSm*c*^ Northumbertand, 
TNelast cotmtyetecBOnaw^in^aas^ v ftotihanta*tKw^ 
since CbdlffiOqriiwaC^ >• 

cils andsevet^h^reshnlhk.lnsfcre as are- •• 

sultdfiha creSdkni.of-new. untery districts : * \ 

insiefe them.-Thff new tmHaries ltd Arid Phffn ^? iL^riTi»v. Bduttwodan" 

nfttg Include Foofe-, 7twm>d 


.The 



Trailbtazen The film director, Sir Richard Attenborough, driving to the hustings at Hebden Bridge, West Yorkshire, yesterday in an open top 
1922 Morris tourer. He was In the constituency to give his backing to the Labour candidate, Chris McCafferty Photograph: Justin Sk-eGirckin 


AROUND THE REGIONS 


Rutland whizz too fast for country lanes 


II would lake a political upheaval of cat- 
aclysmic proportions to see any other 
than a Conservative member returned 
for Rutland and Melton. 

In 1992 Alan Duncan was returned 
with a 41 percent majority over Labour 
and. realistically, the main event this lime 
round remains the fight for second 
place, with the details of Mr Duncan's 
reduced majority as an interesting 
sideshow. 

Both the UK Independence Party and 
the Referendum Party promise candi- 
dates, and the Liberal Democrats have 
a popular and well-known prospect in 
29-year-old Kira Lee, who can be ex- 
pected to pull in a high personal vote, 
especially in his native Rutland where 
he is deputy leader of the newly creat- 
ed county council «and regularly tops the 
polls in local authority elections. 
Personalities will certainly be a signif- 


Rutland i Times 




icant factor in the final voting figures - 
not least in Alan Duncan's. An oD trad- 
er and self-made millionaire, although be 
strongly denies claims that he is the 50th 
richest man in Britain. Mr Duncan. 40. 
is razor-sharp dever, and as ambitious as 
one might expect from someone with such 
a glowing Thatcherite curriculum vitae. 
He swaps his city Jaguar for a Range 
Rover when he comes to the constituency 
and diligently keeps up with dress codes, 
but he is not a hit with many traditional 
shire lories and their wives. 

The memory of a tabloid attack a cou- 
ple of years ago over the residence he 
acquired a step away from Parliament 
under the council-house right-to-buy 
scheme still lingers in some minds. And 


S ic the fact that his fortune was cn- 
_ respectably made, some vlill eye 
him askance. In fact, he is one of (he 
more intellectual members of the Ton, 
right. Being both rich and bright in in- 
teresting new ways is not quite the thing 
in Rutland and Melton, however. The 
Labour contender John Meads, whose 
has a white-collar trade union back- 
ground, will have trouble keeping Kim 
Lee at bay. Redrawn constituency 
boundaries have lost Labour votes from 
a substantial chunk of suburban Leices- 
ter, now replaced by a further stretch of 
true-blue farming country. 

Left-leaning professionals with a taste 
for country living combine with what rel- 
atively few traditional working-class 


Labour voters there .ire - mostly in 
Mellon - in give Mr Mc.uK his voting 
base. Notionally. Lais iui '< 1^2 share of 
the vole under the new boundaries w a-. 
In per eenl. against the Liberal De- 
mocrats' 21 per cent and I lie Tories’ nl 
per cent. 

Apart from the Duncan factor, the 
other issue likely to xway votes is un- 
doubtedly Europe. 

Rutland businessman. Roger Heath, 
who has hud his ups and downs under 
the Conservatives, voices a typical 
doorstep attitude when he says: "Dun- 
can's going to win. isn't he? 

”1 might put in a protest vote by go- 
ing for the Referendum Party. It’s down 
to what I feel like on the day. But prob- 
ably 1 won't." 

Mel Price, Editor 
The Rutland Times 


With a TSB 
Cash Gift Mortgage 
you could get up 
to £6,000 to spend 
as you like. 




If you need a mortgage, be totally sensible and come to 
TSB. You could get a cash gift of up to £6,000, enough to 
make your new home look like a million dollars. 

Call TSB PhoneBank to find out more or to get a free 
quotation. Alternatively, you can call into a TSB branch. 


Call free quoting 0500 758 OOO 


Mortgages 




ISK if YOU D 



p UP repayments on A MORTGAGE or other loan secured on «t. 


"Survey undertaken by NOP Market Research among 1,000 randomly selected bat* customers. Intervals were conducted by telephone ootwwn JO Nov im and 
12 Dec 1996. Enquirers must be aped 18 or ovac In order to safeguard otr customers, certain tra ns ac l m t n may regime written confirmalwn. Fret Pireci rreorvrs the nghi to 
decline to open an account for you. Rrat Dbea credit facOaiee are subject to statu*. For uaitten derails of our services wnle to Fret Oroci, Freepost. Utcda LS9& 2RP 
First Direct is a division of Mkfiand Bank pic. CnUs may be monitored and/cr recorded LLOYDS Cheque Account details an? based on the Classic Account The costs comprise 
fees of E8 per month. BARCLAYS Cheque Account oet&tfs are based on the Barclays Bank Account. The costs comprise lees ol CS pe* month NAT WEST Cheque Account 
detafe are based on toe Currant Pita Account The costa compnsa tees of £5 per month. AM fees may vary m the tut um. First Direct vorctttfe hiwesi rate for meidruiir. 
up to C2S0 a 12.696 EAR. All Informatton based on authorised overdr afts of 5 days or more par month and correct at 11 March 1997 .V/.m/vr HSBC O 


Free from charges 


Banking wtth First Direct Is free because we do not 
charge Cheque Account customers for everyday banking 
transactions, . even if you're overdrawn. And an our 
customers automatically receive an overdraft up to £250 
- also free of any fees. So compared to other high street 
bank accounts you're better off with First Direct from day 
one. We're a member of the HSBC Group which is one of the 
hugest banking and finandaJ services organisations in the 
world, and in the course of a year you’ll find wo offier more 
cost effective cuVent account banking. And the service we 
provide means you benefit in many other ways too. 


By telephone, 24 hours a day 


We provide the ultimate in convenience. You can bank 
wtth us at any time, 365 days (and nights) of the year, 
from wherever there's a telephone, in your home, office 
or car. And all UK calls are charged at local rates. 


Personal and professional service 


Every call is answered by oir Banking Representatives. They have all 
they need at their fingertips to deal with your day-to-day banking 
needs. And when you require more specialised assistance, such as 
a loan, they can instantly refer you to someone who can help. 


Getting cash is easy 


Every Cheque Account customer receives the 
First Direct Card. This allows you 

to withdraw up to £500 a day 

from over 11,500 cash machines 
around the UK, Including those 
of Midland. It also guarantees 
cheques for £1 00 aid includes the 
Switch payment facility. 


So is paying bills 


Our service indudes a free bill payment service. Simply call, tell us 
who to pay. how much and when, and we do it- This means you can 
arrange to pay your bills at the most convenient time without the 
need to keep having to remember to organise it. 


Why pay to 
bank when 
First Direct 
is free? 


Annual current 
account charges | 

* annual fore tor re* j 
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Lloyds NatWest Barclays First Direct 

Classic Current Bonk Cheque 

Plus Account Account 


A full banking service with more benefits I If you’re paying more are you with the right bank? 


As wefl as our Cheque Account we offer saving, borrowing, travel and 
insurance services cost effectively by telephone. Take saving: our rates 
are always competitive, we offer transfers to and from your Cheque 
Account. So your money Is always working hard without the 
need for yoo to do the same. 


We work hard to maintain the service 


The best people to demonstrate the quality of a banking service 

are its customers - B7%‘ of ours have recommended us to their 

friends and colleagues In the last 12 months. 


Opening an account is easy too 


We also appreciate how daunting changing bank accounts can be. 
So we make it easy. Easy to open a First Direct account, then easy 
to arrange for your salary to be paid In and easy for aU your standing 

orders and direct debits to be transferred to your account And it's 

easy (and free) to find out more right now. Gall us on 0800 24 24 24 

or complete the coupon. 


St 0800 24 24 24 


J Call free or complete the coupon and post to: 

J First Direct, FREEPOST, Leeds LS98 2RF 
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the Turkish government 

photographs: AP 


Christopher tie Beilaigue 

Ankara 

Claudia K> *th is r.«e afraid to ask 
touch questions. She posed a 
particular!! iriek> one to Tan- 
su Ciller. Turke;. s foreign min- 
ister. this v. eel.. Mow. Ms Roth 
wanted it • kno«\. eould Ms 
Ciller sh it herself ihe champi- 


on of Turkish women, and con- 
tinue to sit in cabinet alongside 
a minister who was a bigamist? 

Ms Roth, who heads the 
Greens inside the European 
Parliament, had done her 
homework. She was pre -armed 
with (he knowledge thaL 
Mehmet Allinsoy - a prominent 
member of Turkey’s ruling Wel- 


fare Party - has two wives. Ms 
Ciller and Ms Roth had met at 
a get-together of European 
parliamentarians in Ankara. 
Such meetings have often been 
the source of acrimony over the 
last few months, as Turkey takes 
Europe to task for faffing to 
make good on its promises to 
Ankara. 


But this time, it was Ms Roth 
who was making the accusations 
of double standards - a charge 
which TUrks often level at the 
European Union itself - and it 
did not go down welL 
*We have respect for our 
friends,” was the foreign min-' 
ister’s testy response, “but once 
they begin interfering in our in- 


ternal affairs, they exceed their, 
rights.” 

This.is not the first time that - 
the redoubtable Ms Roth bas di- 
rected penetrating questions, 
at Turkish politicians; her 
celebrity in Turkey was first as- 
sured when an uncouth minis- 
ter called her a whore. Dealings 
with Ms Ciller, who leads Wel- 


fare’s Hue Path Party coalition 

partners, have been more deco- 
rous, but rarely easy. 

But this time die was right on 
target By marrying twice - the 
first time with the sanction of 
the state, the second with that 
of an imam l or Muslim priest — 
Mr Ahinspy was breaking Turk- 
ish law, although his parlia- 


WHICH PUNTO 
WOULD YOU PREFER? 



1. THIS PUNTO FOR 
.50 DEPOSIT, £77 A MONTH 
AND FINAL PAYMENT? 

(APR 5.4%) 
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2. THIS PUNTO FOR 
540.51 DEPOSIT, AND £174 
A MONTH? (APR 2.8%) 
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Monthly payment apr 5 . 4 % 
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Total Chary* 
For Credit 


£636.98 


£142.00 
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Cash Print 
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£362238 

34 Monthly 
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£174.00 
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£1,540.51 

final Faymont 
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£199.00 
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Would you like a Fiat Punto that offers on amazing combination 
• >f style, practicality and sheer originality? One that’s designed by 
OinnicKn Giuliani and was voted European Car of the Year 1995? 

< h- v.tailJ y«iii prefer a Punto with safety features like side impact 
■■ r: " s iksJ seat belt pretensioners as standard? AH fitted into an 


\ 


incredibly compact body that feels anything but small inside. 

No contest. These Puntos are identical, they can both give you all 
of these things. The only difference is how yon pay. 

Visit your local dealer or call 0S00717000 or http^/www£atco.uk 
for more information. 
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mentary immunity protects him 
from prosecution. Polyganjy 
was banned by Kemal Ataturfc. 
modem Turkey’s founding fa- 
ther, along with other Islamic 
practices considered too re- 
gressive for a modem republic. 
But if you ask Turks how many 
polygamists there are inside 
Turkey's increasingly Islamic- 
hued parliament, you might 
get a ciyptic look. 

For understandable reasons, 
the Turkish press has preferred 
not to “out” political polyga- 
mists, for which - like the rest 
of Turkey- no official figures ex- 
ist The practice is more com- 
mon in the depressed southeast 
which was largely left to its own 
devices while the rest of Turkey 
embarked on ambitious devel- 
opment Children from addi- 
tional marriages - Islam 
sanctions four — are usually 
registered as offspring of the 


first wife. It is here, rather than 
at one errant padumenlarum; 
that many modern -minded 
Turks think Ms Rttlh should di- 
rect her attentions. 

Yesterday, sections of t™. 
media friendly to Ms Ciller ral- 
lied satisfactorily to haul Ms 
Rcnh over the coals, failing to 
note that other comments made 
bv the Green leader had echoed 
sentiments expressed by ife 
Hiridsh foreign minister ncneii. 
-Turkey is a pari ol Europe, 
said Ms Roth, “and there are al- 
lies who support her there. 

Nationalist Turks would hap- 
pily live without Ms Ruths 
words of support. As for the elu- 
sive Mr Altinsoy. a Welfare 
Partv colleague suggested yes- 
terday* that the ministers 
bigamy should be treated with 
the discretion extended to ex- 
tra-marital peccadilloes of the 
late Francois Mitterrand. 



France faces cuts to 
stay on target for Emu 

The French government may have to impose emergency 
spending cuts this year to meet the Maastricht guidelines 
for membership of the European single currency. 

Despite thefirst signs of a recovery in the French 
economy, mid-year spending cuts may have to be imposed 



security budget - covering 

unemployment - also appears to be overshooting its 
projected deficit for 19y7. The budget short-falls, revealed 
by Le Monde yesterday, are blamed partly on lower than 
anticipated VAT receipts.. . John Lichfield - Paris 

Taiwan deal angers Peking 

China blasted the United States for its sales of F- lb 
fighters to Thwart, saying the move had seriously harmed 
Sino-US relations. 

The Chinese government has already voiced its strong 
opposition to the US side.” Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Shen Guofang said in a statement. Reuters - Peking 

Fela Kuti on cannabis chaige 

Nigeria's anti-narco lies agency charged musician Fdu 
Amkulapo-Kuti with several drug offences and the star 
could face a minimum of 15 years in jail if convicted. 

Kuti was arrested last week with 107 others at his 
nightclub. The Shrine, in Lagos for alleged possession of 
cannabis. " Reuters - Lagos 

Mali election clashes 

Opposition activists and security forces clashed in Mali's 
capital Bamako yesterday when two opposition alliances 
tried to stage election protests in defiance of a 
government ban. 

Witnesses said police used tear gas to disperse 
protesters in the city centre, where groups of opposition 
militants burned tyres and called for the government to 
resign and for elections to be suspended and reorganised 
after chaotic weekend polling. Reuters - Bamako 

Arson attack kills 12 

Three masked gunmen burst into a har vesterdav in the 
northern Portuguese town of Amaranth splashed gasoline 
mound and set it ablaze. Twelve people were killed and 14 
injured, including one wounded hv gunfire. Most of the 
bodies were found by a locked fire door. AP - Lisbon 

Sodomy laws scrapped 

Legislators in the Australian slate of Tasmania approved 
the scrapping of the island’s harsh laws against sodomv. 

Tasmania s uny upper House of the stale parliament 
narrowly voted for a bill to repeal the existing laws, 
unique m Australia for making ana! sex a crime 
punishable by up to 21 years’ jail. Reuters - Hobart 

Mandela hosts Zaire talks 

The Zairean rebel leader. 
Laurent Kabiki (pictured), 
met South African President 
Nelson Mundela u» launch a 
round of talks aimed at ending 
nghiing in Zaire. Mr Kabila 
posed for photoghapherx with 
Mr Mandela in Cape Town 
before the two went into a 
private meeting. They refused 
to answer questions from 
journalists. Reuters -Cape 
Town ^ 

US allows drugs in worship 

for Marine Staff Sm cv,., >’«»rx of distress 

court martial because of his n«li^ n threatened w itlt _ 
a cactus with psychedelic nnm ff 11 ' f c - vnte ’ wnww*L is 
southern Texai Federal hn ll V - hal 
Native American CWh m£C l,s 
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international 


Korean war 


S ul — - It should have been a his- 
: and emotional occasion. On St 
‘tge s Day next week, British vei- 
erans from the Korean War were to 
have gathered at the Common- 
wealth war cemetery in Pusan to lav 
to rest one of their fallen comrades. 
. For nearly half a century he had 
lain unknown and unburied in for- 
eign sou. Then a remarkable and un- 
expected thing happened. In 1995, 
42 years after the war ended, he be^ 
came the first British serviceman to 
be handed over by the Stalinist gov- 
ernment of North Korea, perhaps the 
most reclusive regime in the world. 

Bntisb officials spent months in 
tricky negotiations with the North 
Korean People’s Army across the 
demilitarised zone which stiD divides 
the peninsula But yesterday, with the 
invitations about to be sent out 
from the British embassy in Seoul, 
the funeral was cancelled, not be- 
cause of North Korean obstruction, 
but because the American Depart- 
ment of Defense is refusing to hand 
over his rem ains , 

Officials in London insist there are 
no hard feelings. But British diplo- 
mats in Seoul privately are annoyed 
about the last-minute collapse of 
what should have been a proud, 
symbolic and resonant moment. 

This morning, 100 veterans and 
their families will arrive in Seoul, 
accompanied by the Duke of 
Gloucester, for a week of com- 
memorations for the 1,100 British 
servicemen who died during the 
three-year Korean conflict. On Sun- 
day, the dead man’s widow and his 
son, bom after his death, were to 
have flown out to join the party. But 
next Wednesday, as the veterans trav- 
el from Seoul to Pusan, the British 
remains will stay locked in storage 
in a Pentagon laboratory in Hawaii. 
Despite the presence of identifying 
“dog tags”, US scientists insist they 
do not know who the dead man is 
and will not release the body. 

At the heart of the disagreement 
are deep differences between the way 
Britain and the United States regard 
their war dead. America repatriates 
all the bodies it can locate and 


Richard Lloyd 
Parry on the row 
delaying the burial 
of a British soldier 


makes strenuous efforts to identify 
them. Until the Falklands %r in 
1982, British policy was to let the 
dead “lie where they fall". 

After the Korean War ended, on- 
known numbers of dead servicemen 
were left in North Korean territory. 
In 1990 the North began returning 
American remains, which were duly 
sent to the Pentagon’s Central Iden- 
tification Laboraloryin Hawaii (QL- 
HA1). When North Korea handed 
over the first British body in Octo- 
ber 1995, it was also sent to CTLHAI, 
with accompanying dog tags. 

Recently the answer came back: 
the body could not be identified with 
confidence and would not be released 
for next week’s funeral. 

“It’s been British practice to take 
dog lags as empirical evidence," 
says a British officer involved with 
the case. “At Ypnes, when they were 
pulling crapses out of the mud, that 
was often the best you could do.” 

For the scientists in CELHAI this 
is not enough. They need absolute 
proof of identity, which means DNA 



Baring the brunt Soldiers of the Black Watch regiment marching to the wash house during their tour of duty in the Korean War 


samples. “They were literally asking 
us for Jocks of hak, even envelopes 
that he might have licked, winch 
might still cany his DNA,” says a 
British diplomat 
But the scientists failed to make 
a match, just as they have failed to 
make a match in almost every case 
they have dealt with. Of the 210 sets 
of US remains sent to the lab from 
North Korea since 1990, only six have 
been positively identified. 


The Americans say dog tags prove 
nothing. The tags tell you that in all 
probability the person who once car- 
ried them is dead,” says Jim Coles 
HI, spokesman for US Rxccs Korea. 

“But just because you have a set 
of remains and a set of dog tags 
doesn’t prove that they once be- 
longed to the same person." 

For North Koreans, whose econ- 
omy has now collapsed, there is an 
incentive to produce remains: since 


1990 they have been paid Sim for 
“expenses" incurred in locating the 
remains. In the past, a single set of 
American remains has been discov- 
ered by CILHAI to contain bones 
from as many as three different bod- 
ies. “The North Korean recovery 
technique are inadequate," says Mr 
Coles. “They might find a hip' here 
and a leg bone here and think that’s 
good enough to make a person. 
Thai’s unacceptable to us." 


British diplomats in New York 
were approached by the North Ko- 
rean mission to the UN in July I°95 
with news of the remains. The North 
wanted a hand-over to he conduct- 
ed bilaterally between London and 
Pyongyang. As a member of the UN 
command, which technically moni- 
tors the Korean armistice. Britain 
insisted that the bodv be handed over 
draped in the UN flag. 

From the beginning, however, it 


Talks bring a glim mer of hope to divided nation 


The early signs, at least, were good. 
T hlks between North and South Ko- 
rea, divided since the Korean wan 
began yesterday with cautioas indi- 
cations from both sides that there 
might be progress in healing the 
division of the Korean peninsula. 

Under a US-South Korean pro- 
posal, Phinq and the United States 
would be the Intermediaries in four- 
way negotiations on a security plan 
to replace the 1953 armistice that 
ended fighting in the 1950-1953 Ko- 
rean TOsn The talks, which began in 


a hotel across the street from the 
United Nations, were scheduled for 
one day but could continue tomor- 
row, US officials s aid. 

North Korea’s vice-foreign min- 
ister; Kim Gye Gwan, recalled a Ko- 
rean proverb that “the beginning 
means the work is half done." He 
added; T think we will come out with 
some results.” 

A South Korean diplomat, Snh Ji- 
Vlbnwas optimistic, saying: “the fact 
that they [North Koreans] came to 
give a response is good. We came here 


to Bsten to what the North Koremi del- 
egates have to saQt" Asked what he ex- 
pected from the talks, die Sooth 
Korean Deputy Foreign Minister and 
delegation chief, Song \bung Shik, 
crossed his fingers for luck. 

Last month, US and Sooth Korean 
representatives briefed the North Ko- 
reans in New Ybrk about the offer: 
North Korea asked for another 
round of discussions, saying it need- 
ed more time to study it Privately, 
US officials said they were optimistic 
the North would accept the offer for 


negotiations to end formally the state 
of war which has existed since the 
armistice was signed. 

Nicholas Bums, a US State De- 
partment spokesman, said the Unit- 
ed States was anxious for the talks 
“to determine ways to promote sta- 
bility -security stability -on the Ko- 
rean peninsula". On the eve of 
yesterday’s talks, the US announced 
it will ship $15m (£9 .25m) worth of 
coin to North Korea to assist chil- 
dren under six who are affected by 


the decision was not linked to a 
North Korean acceptance of the 
peace talks offec. But the North Ko- 
reans had indicated that they believe 
American help in overcoming the 
country’s critical food shortage is a 

S o of good faith. 

SEOUL (Renter) — South Korea 
is preparing for the arrival of a de- 
fecting top Pyongyang ideologue. Se- 
curity officials in Seoul said Hwang 
Jang-yop, now sheltering in the 
Philippines after fleeing through 


severe food s h o rt age s . Mr Boms sakLjJBajpng.wpuld arrive in Seoul soon. 


Photograph: .V 


was a vanned on all >»idvs that tho re- 
mains were British. The British De- 
fence attache in Seoul. Brigadier 
Ci 'lin Put. negotiated the lunJ-owr 
with the North Koreans, although he 
did so in his capacity as a UN rep- 
resentative. When ihe casket was 
handed over on 31 October 1 . it 

was Brigadier Parr who inspected it. 

Britain's strict adherence to the 
terms of the Armistice appears to 
have cost it dearly. Having surren- 
dered the remains to the Pentagon, 
it Improving difficult to get them hack. 

“In hindsight.” saysone diplomat, 
“it might have been’ bet ter if we had 
never handed them over”. 

Sam Mercer, of the British Kore- 
an Veterans' Association fought 
with the Gloucestershire Regiment 
at the lmjin River. “The saddest thing 
for us was we lost 58 killed in that 
battle and we were not physically able 
to bury them,'* he said. 

Because the bodies were left be- 
hind enemy lines, many were listed 
as “Missing in Action”, which made 
it harder for their families to come 
to terms with. Mr Ellison said: “We 
will he delighted if everything goes 
well. It will be be a great load off the 
family’s mind". 
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Get on the ball with Britain's 
only money bac k credit card 


The ss* Alliance & Leicester Credit Card gives you 
„,oney buck on aregJHS h a se , CVffT YB ll There S 1)0 
other card like it in the U.K. today. 
j us t look at all the advantages you enjoy: 

| money back on every purchase, every year 
» double money back of up to 2% in 1997 
; » no annual fee - unlike many other credit cards 

v | up to 46 days interest-free credit 

I free Purchase Protection ^cj-j 

r YES - please sertd my FREE Information Pack on tf»e n«w | 

* Affiance & Leicester money back owflt card. I 

I Mr/Mis/Miss/Ms hiriab Saname [ 

I 


Get on the ball for 
double money back . 
Apply today 

SCALL FREE 

0500 83 83 83 

Quoting Rei: CEU 


Lines open 24 hours .3 day, 
3b5 days a year 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
Midland mortgages are subject to security and status. A charge will be talon ewer the property and appropriate lile policvfwsL Written deuih and 
further information concerning the special offers are available from Midland Mortgages on 0800 100 129. Midland Bank pic is regulated by the 
Personal Investment Authority and only advises on it's own life assurance, pensions and unit trusts. Ml calls are recorded and monitored. BR/19 


I o\\ standard rates 

of 17 . 9 % APR und 
12 . 9 % APR on transferred 

3 >a lances'” until they arc repaid 
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► Midland Bank explains why 
some mortgage discount schemes 
can be a false economy. 


<z> 

Midland 

I — | The Listening Bank 

Member HSBC Gokp 
httpitfwww.midlandtenlccorn 


Your mortgage discount scheme looked great, 
until you found hosts of costly hidden extras 
“lurking in the small print.” 

Midland's offer has nothing to hide. We’ve devised 
a complete mortgage package with genuine 
savings across the board. 

There are discounts on contents insurance, 
buildings insurance and mortgage repayment 
protection premiums. With our variable rate 
mortgage, there’s a first year discount, free 
valuation and a £500 cadi payment What’s more, 
you cars take the whole package or just the 
mortgage - it’s entirely up to you. 

Our new mortgage is just one of Midland's many 
bright ideas to make home buying easier. 


Call 0800 100 129 


For more lirianndtion, complete in BLOCK CAPITALS and mum the coupon to: Midland Bank pk. 
FREEPOST SWB 322, Bmiol. BSt 68R 
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Tung feels US chill 
and calls off visit 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 

Tung Chee-hwa, the Chief Ex- 
ecutive of Hong Kong's first 
post-colonial government, an- 
nounced yesterday that he 
would postpone a planned vis- 
it to the US next month as his 
leading opponent, Martin Lee, 
the leader of the Democratic 
Party, prepares for a meeting to- 
morrow with President Bill 
Clinton and Vice-President Ai 
Gore. 

It is understood that Mr 
Tung was concerned that he 
would not be received at the 
some level or with the same de- 
gree of warmth which has greet- 
ed Mr Lee during his lengthy 
visit to the United States. 

Mr Lee arrived in the Unit- 
ed States without any con- 
firmed meetings at senior levels 
of the US administration. How- 
ever he has already held a suc- 
cessful 45 minute meeting with 
Madeleine Albright, the Seer 


retary of State, and secured a 
considerable coup by arranging 
a meeting with the President 
These meetings were the result 
of intensive lobbying by Mr 
Lee’s impressive number of 
allies in Congress. 

Branded as a “subversive 77 by 
the Chinese government, Mr 
Lee is the colony's most promi- 
nent democrat and leader of the 
party which has consistently 
scored the highest number of 
votes in Hong Kong’s limited 
election system. 

Mr Tung is well connected in 
United States business and for- 
eign policy circles, but his aides 
were concerned that his con- 
nections would not be sufficient 
to make the sort of impact Mr 
Lee has been making during his 
visit 

They were also worried that 
Mr TUng would be forced to 
spend most of his time on the 
defensive, answering human 
rights concerns and explaining 
why he plans to curb civil lib- 


erties in the territory. A 
spokesman for Mr Tung insist- 
ed that he would try to visit the 
US in the second half of the 
year, explaining that he could 
not do so before then, “mainly 
because of the tremendous 
workload generated by the 
many pressing issues that re- 
mained to be resolved". 

The background to the jock- 
eying for attention in the Unit- 
ed States is a growing 
anti-Peking sentiment in Con- 
gress and spreading unease 
about China’s intentions to- 
wards Hong Kong. Mrs Al- 
bright has pointedly accepted an 
invitation to attend the 30 June 
celebrations to mark the han- 
dover to Chines e rule, saying 
she would be present to un- 
derline the United States com- 
mitment to preserving Hong 
Kong's current way of life and 
freedoms. 

Senator Jesse Helms, the 
powerful chairman of the Sen- 
ate's Foreign Relations Com- 


mittee, has indicated the extent 
of hostility to C hina by sug- 
gesting that members of the 
Hong Kong Provisional Legis- 
lature, appomted by the Chinese 
government, should be barred 
mom entering the US because 
they are serving- oh an 
illegitimate body. 

Mr Tung has indirectly ac- 
cused Mr Lee of being respon- 
sible for American hostility by 


ative view of Hong Kong in the 
United States. He or iginally 
said that the purpose ofmsris- 
it would be to “dispel 
pessimistic views'*. •" 

■ London (Reuters) - Britain 
summoned a senior Chinese 
diplomat in London to warn 
him of “deep concerns* over the 
role of Peking's Provisional 
Legislature for Hong Kong. 

Reports that this Chinese 
body was considering laws on 
public holidays in Hong Kong 
provoked Britain to summon 
the Chinese official. 
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Torched: Flames fanned by strong wind engulf the tent compound outside the holy city of Mecca {a bove), 
a mass of burned-out wreckage (below). More than 210 Muslim pilgrims were killed Photographs. Reuter 




Saudis clear debris 
of Mecca’s hellish 
pilgrimage inferno 


Patrick Cockbura 

Saudi Arabian authorities in 
Mecca were yesterday trying to 
identify the bodies of 217 Mus- 
lim pilgrims burned to death in 
the fire which er^nlfed their tent 
city as they attended the Hajj 








r' 


A further 1,290 people are 
known to suffered injuries as the 
flames, formed by the wind, 
spread rapidly through the 
70,000 tents pitched on the 
plain of Mina outside the holy 
city of Mecca. 

Diplomats said die number 
of casualties, mostly from lpdia, 
Pakistan and Bangladesh, might 
rise. “AH our efforts to get an 
idea of the number of the dead 
are in vain,” said one foreign 
envoy. “Hospital staff are not 
authorised to speak and the 
Saudi authorities are not shar- 
ing new information with the 
embassies or the press.” 

Mohammed Hamad Ansari, 
the Indian ambassador to Sau- . 
di Arabia, said the number of 
Indian victims might eventual- 
ly total 100. “The bodies were 
charred in the fire and we can- 
not identify them except from 
a missing persons list,” he said. 
About 12 Pakistanis have been 
identified out of 30 who are 
thought to have died 

In the remains of the Mina 
encampment, trucks were be- 
ginning yesterday to cart away 
burned wreckage of everything 
from charred water bottles to 


refrigerators, air conditioners 
and buses, which caught fire as 
strong winds spread the flames. 
The cause of the blaze is being 
attributed to an exploding gas 
cylinder, often used for cooking 
food and making coffee and tea 
by many of the 2 million Hajj 
pilgrims. • 

To take part in the Hajiisone 
of the five pillars of Islam. It 
reached its high point yesterday 
as pilgrims, clothed in white, 
walked to Mount Arafat, where 
the Prophet Mohammed is re- 
puted to have preached his last 
sermon. The pilgrims chanted; 
“I have answered your call, 
God, there is no God but you." 

Behind them, new tents are 
being erected to replaced those 
destroyed in the blaze. 

The Eid al-Adha feast at the 
end of the Hajj is celebrated by 
Muslims today. 


The level of casualties is be- 
low that of 1990. when a stam- 
pede in a tunnel between Mina 
and Mecca led to 1.400 people 
being crushed to death. In 19S7 
400 people were killed in clash- 
es with Saudi security. In 1W4 
another 270 people were 
crushed to death in a stampede. 
Saudi Arabia says it has spent 
S18.6bn (JElQbn) in the last 10 
years on improving facilities 
for those attending the Hajj. 

The Saudi authorities say 
the problems stem from the fail- 
ure of Muslim countries to 
keep to a quota system agreed 
in 1988 by the Organisation of 
the Islamic Countries. Under 
this a country is allowed one pil- 
grim performing the Hajj for 
every 1,000 Muslims in its pop- 
ulation. But in the past year, al- 
most half the 2 million pilgrims 
were from Saudi Arabia Itself. 
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when you spend £3,250 or more on a kitchen purchase (excluding instaBation) 
WORTH £599.99 (RRP) 


Free Hob 1 40% OFF* 25% OFF 


with selected oven packs Refrigeration Laundry 

ASK IN-STORE FOR DETAILS OF THESE AND MANY MORE OFFERS 


Firenzi 


Exclusive appliances from Magnet. Quality, style and features at value for money prices. 


There's sc much ip choose from or th.a Magnet men 

For your nearest showroom call 

0800 555 825 


Magnet 

SALE 

NOW ON 


Food for thought 


Soniing up beautiful kitchens between the hours at: 


Monday- Saturday 8.00-5.00. Selected branches open until 8.00 


On Thursday and 10.00-4.00 on Sunday. 


IND58 Ofecowits are off prices charged between 2nd-21at March 199?. 


Attorney scandal touches 
heart of Israeli coalition 


Pa tri c k Cockburn 

Jerusalem 

Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli 
Prime Minister, is waiting to see 
the casualty rate among bis clos- 
est political colleagues after 
Israeli police recommended 


Despite the police recom- 
mendation to indict three of 
those involved, the State Attor- 


Avigdor Lieberman, director 
general of the Prime Minister's 


A W 15 '“"A 

three leading figures in the scan- 
dal over the appointment of the 
Attorney-General. 

The recommendations come 
in a police report completed af- 
ter a three-month investiga- 
tion into the political influence 
used to get Roni Bar-On, a 
lawyer, made Attorney-Gener- 
al in January. At the centre of 
the scandal is the allegation that 
Aiyeh Deri, leader of one of the 
parties in the government coali- 
tion and who is on trial for cor- 
rupt ion. obtained the 
appointment of Mr Bar-On in 
order to ease his legal troubles. 


But even if he is not indicted it 
foay prove impossible for Mr 
Hanegbi, accused of helping to 
cook up the deal whereby Mr 
Bar-On was appointed (he re- 
signed after 48 hours), to remain 
as Justice Minister. 

If Mr Deri, leader of the rc- 
Ugious Shas party, is indicted, 
his party is threatening to bring 
down the government coali- 
tion. The police say that during 
their investigations they were 
subjected to political pressure 
which they withstood. 

Mr Netanyahu is criticised in 

foe report but the police did not 


move to charge him formally, 
Whatever the mechanism by “ 
which Mr Bar-On was chi iseri, 
there is no doubt that the i.irce 
behind his appomtinem was 
Mr Deri’s desire to sec a mal- 
leable party loyalist in the At- 
tomcy-Gcncrars office willing 
to support a plea bargain. 

Meanwhile. Israel yestci dnv 
closed the West Bauk, pre- 
venting al] Palestinian workers 
from entering Israel or Jewish 
settlements. The Defence Min* 
istry said it had received w.irn* 
ings of attacks on Israelis. 

There were some signs or i lie 
diplomatic stalemate ending as 
rasser Arafat, the Palestine 
goer, met David Levy, the 
Foreign Minister, in Malta. Both 

sides said progress had bvcfl 

made and the origins of preen! . _ 

disputes discussed. Seourttycom . * 

nwjccs of Palestinians and Is •. 
raelis are to resume meetffig. 
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^ ll n ^ ernar| d: Russian leader meets Kohl over tooted war artefacts as Moscow's museums suffer at the hands of the mafia 

Yeltsin treasures 
spoils of diplomacy 



In danger Works like this one, by Russian artist Vasily Potency, have been the target of art thieves 


Imre Kanes 

Bonn 

. Clutching a selection of tooted ait trea- 
sures, Boris Yeltsin flew to Germany 
yesterday for a bout of high-profile 
bonhomie and backroom bartering 
with bis “friend”, Chancellor Helmut 
KohL 

The art works, to be presented to- 
day as “gifts" to their righ Ufa] owners, 
the German people, are expected to 
be the sweetener m lough negotiations 
over Nato’s encroadnnenl into former 
Soviet dominions. But the gesture has 
been soured by howls of protest in 
Moscow over the Russian President's 
unorthodox cultural exchange. 

Mr Yeltsin wants to return all the 
spoils plundered by the Red Army at 
the end of the Second World War, as 

agreed by the two countries seven years 

ago. He has vetoed a decision by the 
Duma, the lower house of parliament, 
to keep the controversial artefacts on 
Russian soil. 

His blocking move was rejected by 
a second Duma vote earlier this 
month, but yesterday the Federation 
Council, the upper house, put off con- 
sideration of die issue for a month. 

Opposition politicians in Moscow 
argue dial the war booty should stay 
in Russia because it was Russia, after 
all, which had won the war. Or, as the 
_ uhra -natioiialist V bHtitrifr TTririnQWsky 

Photograph: AKG London® eloquently put it “The Germans are 


fasc^20th^3entmybaiharians...Wc 
should have occupied the whole of 
Germany, taken end all industry and 
shot Germans.** 

As one mig ht infer from those 
words. Mr Zhkmovsky is not in favour 
of restori ng Goya or Purer to 

its pre-war ownership. 

Not all Russians would go quite that 
far. but even mainstream politicians 
believe that Germany must continue 

to pay in some way for the destruction 
w ro ught during the war. 

In an open letter to Chancellor 
Kohl, the Duma's leading an adviser, 
Yevgeny Usscnkn. dam* that German 
troops damag e amounting; to 
S13bn (£810m) in today’s money to 
Russian culture. “Compared to these 
losses, the German works of an tak- 
en to Russia were insignificant com- 
pensation." Professor Gssenko wrote. 

The works, hidden by the Nazis in 
the vaults erf country manors and cas- 
tles, were tracked down at the end of 
the war by special detachments of the 
NKVD, the KGB’s predecessor. 

They include sculpture, ceramics, 
and archeological treasures as well as 
paintings. Some were returned to 
East Germany in the Communist era. 
but most of the loot remained locked 
in Russian cellars until the collapse of 
the Soviet Union. 

TWo years ago Moscow's Pushkin 
museum displayed for the first time 63 
paintings by European masters in an 


exhibition entitled “Twice Rescued" - 
a tongue- in cheek reference to their 
“rediscover/' under Russian cura- 
tors' feet. AH the works had come from 
the "war collection". 

The row about the war booty, which 
both countries thought they had set- 
tled in their Friendship Treaty in 
1WJ0. remains the biggest obstacle to 
an amicable relationship. Ail history 
is expected to lake up much v.tluable 
lime at today's discussions between the 
two leaders’ - time they would rather 
spend haggling about Russia's place 
in European security . 

As an aval fan of' Nam's eastward 
expansion as well as the self-appoint- 
ed champion of Russian interests in 
the West. Chancellor Kohl is as dose 
as one can find to an honest broker. 
Mr Yeltsin knows he cannot stop 
Nam creeping exer closer to his lw* 
ders. but he is relying ou the Herman 
leader to press lor an accommodation 
which will not undermine Russia's se- 
curity and pride. 

Today's meeting is likely to offer the 
last opportunity to reach an agreement 
on guarantees to Russia in exchange 
for Moscow’s nod towards Nato’s 
plans. Russia hopes to sign a document 
elevating it to a Nalo “partner" at the 
end of next month, and in July the At- 
lantic alliance is expected to invite 
Poland. Hungary and the Ceeeh Re- 
public to submit iheir membership ap- 
plications. 


While thieves 
strip a nation 
of its heritage 


INDEPENDENT 


Phil Reeves 

Moscow ' 

Russia is losing Its beritage by 
the crateload as criminal groups 
smuggle more and more art to 
the Vfest, aided by chaotic polic- 
ing and inadequate security at 
many of the country’s museums, 
libraries and churches. 

Millions of dollars wprtb of 
books, maiHiscripte, p aintin gs, 
icons and other treasures have 
ended up in the hands of smug- 
glers seeking to sell them 
abroad through a network of 
shops run by &mjgr£s in Britain, 
the united States, Italy, and Is- 
rael. 

According to one of Russia's 
top crime-fighters. General 
\hs3y Fedoschenko, of the In- 
terior Ministry’s criminal in- 
vestigation division, art theft and 
smuggling is getting steadily 
worse. He said yesterday that 
more than 3,000 related of- 
fences were registered by police 
last year -a figure that is like- 
ly to represent only a fraction 
of the true number. 

Law enforcement agencies 
appear to be fighting a losing 
battle, which is complicated by 
Russia’s vast borders, and en- 
demic official corruption- But 
there have been several suc- 
cesses. The general said that not 
long ago Russian detectives, 
working in tandem with Scot- 
land Yard, removed four paint- 
ings from Sotheby’s and 
Christies in London after con- 
cluding that they had been 
stolen from a museum in Sochi 


New York carrying suitcases 
kxaded with art treasures worth 
tens of milli ons of dollars. 
These included a 330-year-old 
prayer book that belonged to 
Alexei Romanov, father of Pe- 
ter the Great; a letter written by 
both the Tkar hims elf, another 
written by Catherine the Great, 
and contemporary portraits of 
Trotsky. - 

•- Although art smuggling is 
worse now than -ever before, it 
is not new. From the. 1970s, the 
KGB fought to contain what 
they called the ‘Antique Mafia”, 
who toured the provinces steal- 
ing artefacts to snuggle abroad. 
Sony- rrhninals are prepared to 

go to exotic lengths: five years 
ago, police arrested a gang op- 
erating in the “Golden Ring” of - 
cities around Moscow who had 
seized a large number of icons 
after dru gg ing a church warden. 

The loss of cultural trea- 
sures is deepening sentiments in 

post Cold War Russia that a is 
being plundered and exploited 
by the West, even though the 
smuggling business is run by 
home-grown gangs. 

The authorities have im- 
posed tight rules over the legal 
exporter art. Buyers have to ap- 
ply to a government committee 
for a licence for every artefact 
they want to take out of the 
country. These are often re- 
fused, especially in die case of 
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Among those who have un- 
wittingly fallen foul of the sys- 
tem was the , entertainer, 
Michael JacksoouWben helper- 



EXCLUSIVE FOUR-WEEK SERIALISATION 

STARTS THIS WEEKEND IN 
THE INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 
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Professor 

Glanville 

Williams 


Glanville Williams was a legal 
scholar in a dass on his own. His 
writings were prodigious in 
their quantity, quality and 
range. He was a dedicated and 
inspiring teacher. And he was 
also a hugely effective law re- 
former - a land of legal Aster - 
ix, whose boundless energy and 
unquenchable optimism led 
him into endless battles against 
unjust laws, many of which he 
won despite the overwhelming 
odds against him. 

Nowadays Williams is best 
known as a writer on criminal 
law, where his fame rests on 
four books, the influence of 
which has been enormous. First 
among these stands his Crimi- 
nal Law : the General Pan 
(1953). a 900-page text con- 
cerned. as he explained in the 
preface, “to search out the gen- 
eral rules of the criminal law, Le. 
those applying to more than one 
crime", the Proof of Guilt 
(1955) is a comparative ac- 
count of the rules in* which crim- 
inal cases are tried in England 
and Wales, penetrating in its 
anaiysis of the merits of our sys- 
tem as well as its defects. 

The Sanctity of Life and the 
Criminal Law (1958) examines 
the philosophical basis for laws 
against contraception, sterili- 
sation. artificial insemination, 
abortion, suidde and euthana- 
sia; when it appeared it was very 
controversial. The fourth book 
is his 1,000-page Textbook of 
Criminal Law ( 1 978). This was 
a successful student textbook, 
and would be one still if he had 
ever managed to finish the 
third edition, on which he had 
been labouring for 14 years at 
the time of his death. 

In fact, his range as a writer 
went far beyond the c riminal 
law. Before turning to the crim- 
inal law. Wiliams had already 
■vritten what arc still the defin- 
itive books on a range of other 
important legal subjects: Lia- 
bility for Animals (1939), The 
Law Reform ( Frustrated Con- 
tracts) Acts (1943) (1945), 
Crown Proceedings ( 1 948 ). Joint 
Obligation \ (1949), and Joint 
Torts and Contributory Negli- 
gence (1950). In' 1947 he had 
edited SvJmand'sJiaispntdence. 

He covered an even wider 
range of topics in the huge 
number of articles which, as- 
tonishingly. he also found the 
lime to write. It is difficult, in- 
deed, to think of any important 
legal subject on which at some 
time he did not have something 
original and interesting to say. 
Nor is this all. For taking notes, 
he invented and patented a 
new form of shorthand [Speed- 
hand Shorthand . 1952). And 
with Learning the Law (1945), 
now in its 1 1th edition, he wrote 
a little introductory book about 
law studies which was. and still 
remains, indispensable reading 
for any would-be law student. 


W illiams ’s voluminous and 
sometimes complicated writ- 
ings are inspired by two big and 
simple notions. The first is that 
the law should be clear, con- 
sistent and accessible. The sec- 
ond is that law should be 
humane. He was a convinced 
utilitarian, who held that pun- 
ishment was an evil lobe avoid- 
ed unless there was a good 
reason for imposing it, and for 
whom “good reasons" meant 
the well-being of society, not the 
tenets of religious belief. Hence 
Leon Radzinowicz's celebrated 
bon mot about him; “Glanville 
Williams is the illegitimate child 
of Jeremy BenthanT. 

These utilitarian beliefs also 
underlay Williams's efforts as a 
law reformer, an activity in 
which he managed to play two 
roles at once. The first was the 
“establishment man". He de- 
voted many hours over several 
decades to serving on a range 
of official committees, in par- 



publiciy to advocate the tape- 
recording of interviews with 
suspects ui police stations: ini- 
tially condemned as a silly and 
impractical idea, 25 years later 
this became almost universal 
practice. Perhaps his greatest tri- 
umph was in 1986, when a well- 
timed article persuaded the 
House of Lords to rule that a 
person can be guilty of attempt 
even where the crime in ques- 
tion was impossible of comple- 
tion; so overruling their decision 
the other way the year before, 
and expressly overruling, for the 
first time ever, their previous de- 


Williams: ‘rad leaf outsider’ 

ticular the C rimin al Law Revi- 
sion Committee, of which he 
was a member from 1959 to 
1980. In this capacity he shares 
the credit for a number of re- 
ports which led, among other 
things, to the decrirmnalisa- 
lion of suidde in 1961 and the 
radical reform and codifica- 
tion of the law of theft in 1968. 

His second role was that of 
“radical outsider". Working 
sometimes with others, some- 
times on his own. he was adept 
at stirring up public opinion 
over matters where offidal in- 
terest in reform was lacking. He 
took a major part in the cam'-' 
paign to liberalise the law on 
abortion, which largely suc- 
ceeded with the Abortion Act 
of 1967. He was also very active 
in the campaign to legalise vol- 
untary euthanasia, which has so 
far largely failed. He was both 
president of the Abortion Law 
Reform Association, and a vice- 
president of the Voluntary Eu- 
thanasia Society. 

In the 1950s he was among 
the first to draw public attention 
to the problems children face 
when giving evidence in sex cas- 
es - and was still campaigning 
on the subject in the 1980s. In 
1960 he was the first person 


cision in a criminal case. 

Glanville Williams was a re- 
spected and innovative teacher. 
He was also very supportive 
throughout their careers to a 
number of his junior colleagues. 
Although a kind man, howev- 
er, he was rather shy, and not 
a great sodaliser outside the cir- 
cle of his family. He was 
brought up in a pious Congre- 
gationalist family in South 
Wales, and much of his back- 
ground stayed with him. 
Notwithstanding his great em- 
inence. he remained to the end 
of his days a quiet-spoken, 
modest, gentle, serious-minded 
Welshman. Although an ag- 
nostic for most of his life he 
knew his Bible, and the use of 
biblical phrases was instinctive 
to him. “He smote him hip and 
thigh”, he once said, describing 
an article an American had 
written criticising Sigmund 
Freud. 

Academic honours were 
heaped upon him, culminating 
in 1995 in a Doctorate of Let- 
ters honoris causa from his own 
university, Cambridge. During 
his lifetime it was widely ru- 
moured that he had never been 
offered a knighthood because 
he had been staunchly pacifist 
before the Second World War, 
and during it a conscientious ob- 
jector. The truth, however, is 
that he was offered one and de- 
clined it; partly from modesty, 
and partly because he thought 
it incongruous that a man who 
had refused to wield a bayonet 
should theoretically bear a 
sword. 

JJL Spencer 


Glanville Llewelyn Williams, 
lawyer bom Bridgend, Glamor- 
gan 15 February 1911; Called to 
the Bar, Middle Temple 1935; Re- 
search Fellow, St John s College, 
Cambridge 1936-42; Reader in 
English Law, then Professor of 
Public Law and Quain Profes- 
sor of Jurisprudence, London 
University 1945-55; Fellow, Jesus 
College, Cambridge 1955-97; 
Reader in Law, Cambridge Uni- 
versity 1957-45, Professor af Eng- 
lish Law 1966-68, Rouse BaU 
Professor of English Law 1968- 
78; QC 1968; married 1939 Lor- 
na Lawfidd ( one son); died 10 
April 1997. 
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; man: Busheil between Judy Gunn (left) and Winifred Shatter (right? In Lbtes of the Retd, 1934 Photograph: Ronald Grant 


Anthony Busheil 


With his upright bearing, cul- 
tured diction and delicate good 
looks - he once understudied 
Ivor Novello - the actor (later 
producer and director) Antho- 
ny Busheil started his career as 
a sensitive, if callow, leading 
man before graduating to char- 
acter roles in which be excelled 
as (not always honourable) 
members of the British military. 
He had a brief career on the 
London and Broadway stages 
and as a leading man in. Holly- 
wood before carving a niche for 
himself in the British cinema. 
Later he became Sir Laurence 
Olivier's general manager and 
both produced and directed 
movies and television shows. 

Bom in Westerham. Kent in 
1904, he was educated at Mag- 
dalen College School, then at 
Hertford College, Oxford, 
where he befriended Evelyn 
Waugh, a fellow member of the 
Hypocrites Chib, a raffish group 
described by V/a ugh in ms di- 
aries as “notorious not only for 
drunkenness but for flamboy- 
ance of dress and mannerwhich 
was in some cases patently ho- 
mosexual". Waugh describes 
their heavy d rinkin g and wild 
parties, including an “orgy" 
where he “unearthed a strap 
and whipped Tbny”. Despite the 
roistering, BusheD Was the col- 
lege’s middle-weight boxing 
champion during his first year, 
and later became stroke of 
their rowing crew. 

After Oxford, Busheil stud- 
ied at the Royal Academy of 
Dramatic Art, and made his the- 
atrical dfibuL at the Adelphi 
Theatre in 1924 in Diplomacy, 
starring Gladys Cooper and Sir 
Gerald Du Maurier. In 1927 he 
made his d£but on the Broad- 
way stage opposite Jeanne 
Eagels in Her Cardboard Lover, 
and the following year he mar- 
ried the musical comedy star 
Zelma O’Neal. In his next 


Broadway play, Somerset 
Maugham’s The Sacred Flame, 
he was seen by the actor George 
Arliss who insisted that be be 
cast as the romantic juvenile in 
Disraeli (1929), Ariiss’s first 
talking picture. 

BusheD followed this with the 
role of the cowardly Second 
Lieutenant Hibbert (die first of 
many military roles he would 
play) in James Whale’s screen 
version of R.G SherrifTs sar- 
donic anti-war play Journey's 
End (1930). He made a dozen 
more films in Hollywood, in- 
cluding Three Rices East (1930), 
starring Erich Von Stroheim as 
a German spy operating as a 
butler in Bushell's household. 
Five Star Final (1931) in which 
Busheil was one of those vic- 
timised by a ruthless tabloid ex- 
pos£, Allan Dwan’s Chances 
( 1931), as an army officer who 
loves the same girl as his broth- 
er (Douglas Fairbanks Jr), Van- 
ity Fair ( 1932) with Myma Loy 
as Becky Sharp, and the silent 
star Pola Negri's first talkie, A 
Woman Commands (1932). 

He returned to England in 
1932 to continue his acting ca- 
reer. his prolific film roles in- 
cluding a naval officer in The 
Midshtpmaid (1932) wfthJessie 
Matthews, the romantic leadin' 
the Karloff hfirnor-IQm^IBr 
Ghoul (1933), a friend to hero 
Leslie Howard in an acclaimed 
version of The Scarlet Pimper- 
nel (1934), a secret agent who 
helps British spy Vivien Leigh 
in DarkJoioney ( 1937), and the 
conceited star football player 
who is poisoned during a match 
in Thorold Dickinson’s enjoy- 
able Arsenal Stadium Mystery 
(1939), which featured the Ar- 
senal football team. 

Bushell’s own sporting 
prowess surfaced again in 1939 
when, while appearing with the 
Malvern Festival Players, he was 
part of their cricket team 


against the SLratford Festival 
Players and scored 112 not out 
After service in the Second 
World War commanding a 
squadron of the Guards Ar- 
moured Division, during which 
he met and married his second 
wife Anne (his first marriage 
had been dissolved in 1935), 
Busheil returned to acting, bat 
also moved to the production 
side of the business. 

Forming a dose personal 
and b usin ess relationship with 
Laurence Olivier, he was asso- 
ciate producer on Olivier’s Os- 
car- whining film of Hamlet 
(1948), and later functioned as 
assodate director on both 
Richard IU (1965) and The 
Prince and the Showgirl (1957). 
This meant overseeing the 
scenes in which Olivier hims elf 
:to 


tin Clark's diaries The Prince, 
The Showgpi And Me 
Busheil “couldn’t direct' 

... but Sir Laurence needs a 
chum to guard his rear, as it 
were, and it is a great joy to have 
Tony around.” 

The affable and companion- 
able Busheil was always popu- 
lar with his fellow workers. In 
1949 he made his first film as a 
/ director. The AngeLJVith A 
. in which he also act- 

/ed. A^ejnak^ulg.Gerrpan film 
Der Engel mb der PoStnme, its 
tale of a Viennese piano- 
making family through three 
generations was considered 
somewhat ponderous, while his 
next effort The Long Dark Hall 
(1951), a thriller produced by 
Bushel! and co-directed with 
Reginald Beck made little im- 
pression despite the star team 
Rex Harrison and Lilli Palmer. 
His last feature as a director was 
The Tenor of the Tongs (1961). 

Three of his more sympa- 
thetic roles on screen - a 
colonel in charge of bomb dis- 
posals in Powell and Press- 


burger’s The Small Back Room 
(1948), the urbanely devious 
British Minister who misleads- 
the enemy in the same team’s 
Battle of the River Plate (1956) 
and a kindly brigadier helping 
pilot Dirk Bogarde who has se- 
cretly married a Japanese girl 
in Ralph Thomas's The Wind 
Cannot Read (1958) - were 
particularly impressive, and he 
was perfectly cast as Captain of 
the Carpathia, endeavouring 
to reach the sinking Titanic in 
Roy Baker's A Night To Re- 
member (1958). 

He was associate director 
on The Red Beret (1953), HeB 
Below Zero ( 1 954) and Bhowani 
Junction (1956), all this serving 
as apprenticeship for his entry 
into television, where besides 
acting in many plays and series 
he produced the fondly re- 
membered SbFrunds Drake se- 
ries (1961-62) - 26 stirring 
episodes with Terence Morgan 
and Jean Kent as Drake and 
Queen Elizabeth - and direct- 
ed episodes of The Saint. His 
television acting roles included 
the commander who inspires 
four former wartime colleagues 
to reunite in a fight against in- 
justice in the opening episode 
of the series The FourJpst Men 
(1959) and the memorably 
malevolent and pig-headed 
colonel in the chilling 'Quater - 
mass And The Pit (1967). one of 
the best of all television’s sci-fi 
thrillers (far superior to its film 
translation). After retirement, 
Anthony Busheil became a di- 
rector of the Monte Carlo Golf 
Club and maintained an active 
and jovial sod'al life. 

Tom Yallance 


Anthony Busheil, actor, director 
and producer bom Westerham, 
Kent 19 May 1904; twice married 
first 1928 Zelma O'Neal (mar- 
riage dissolved 1935); died Ox- 
ford 2 April 1997. 


Jock 

Bain 


%■ 


Tro mh nne players tend to tike 
each other more than other in- 
strumentalists do. They watch 
out for each other’s interests a*» 
tfaough.they were Wood relatives 
arid.' even the distinctfon be- 
tween jazz and non-jazz players 
becomes blurred. Jock Bam 
was unusual at being good at 
both kinds of playing. It is not 
going too far to suggest lhat he 
was a British Tbmmy Dorsey. 
But unlike Dorsey, Bain wasa 
good jazz improviser (Dorsey 
Eked to be able to polish his g- 

“ improvised” solos in advance). “ 

am was equally at home dc- 


tvres with Mantovani or mixing 
it with top jazzmen like Ronnie 
Scott or Tubby 1 Hayes. Indeed 
at the 1955 Jazz Jamboree at the 
Gaumont State in Kilbum. 
north London, Bain's jazz 
group shared the billing with the 
red Heath Band, the Ray 

EDiogton Quartet and bands led 

tw Scott and Hayes. 

' Bain was associated for many 
years with the bandleader Ger- 
aido, notably in a performance 
during the Fifties at the Festi- 
val Hall of Igor Stravinsky’s 
Ebony Concerto. Some 10 years j . 
earlier, the then impecunious ■ ' 
Stravinsky had accepted a com- 
mission from Woody Herman to 
compose the suite. The work 
proved enormously difficult for 
tile Herman band to surmount, 
since it was written with sym- 
phony musicians in mind. But 
Geraldo’s orchestra had to be 
given credit for tackling the 
suite, no matter how obscure the 
artistic target. Everything after 
that must have seemed easy. 

Thking up trombone at 
school, Bain played in the City 
of Edinburgh Brass Band before 
playing in local dance halls. He 
moved to London in 1935 where 
be played for Tbmmy Finnigan's 
band, but by the end of the year 
graduated into the Roy Fox 
Orchestra. Bain stayed with Fax 
for the next three years, and 
from then on was always a side- t 
man with the top line bands. He 
worked with Ambrose in 1942 
and with Maurice Winnick in 
1943, rejoining both bands in lat- 
er years, before joining Gera!- 
do at the end of 1944. In 194> 
he left Geraklo to open a pho- 
tographic shop in Edinburgh, 
but the following year reiumd 
to London. \ 

After a further spell will 
Ben Ambrose and with Carrol 
Gibbons, both in 1953, Bain con! 
centrated on freelancing and be : 
came a highly successful studio, 
musician. For so distinguished, 
a jazz musician he recorded lit-; 
tie, although he can be heard 
playing fine trombone with the 1 
Malcolin Lodtyer Octet of 1957. . 
Oddly, he is perhaps best . 
known, albeit anonymously, for : 
his smooth. Dorsey-like tram- ■ 
bone solo on Mantovani's 
recording of “Charmaine". the 
ultimate antithesis of jazz. 

Sieve Voce ^ 


John Cockbum Bains} other 
(Jock Bain), trombonist: bom 
Edinburgh 8 June 1914; married 
1933 Jessie Merrilees (three sons, 
one daughter). 1957 Ibkrie Tyler, 
died Portsmouth 23 March 1997. 


Lesley Scott-Ordish 


Lesley Scou-Ordi&h devoted 
most of her life to investigating 
and writing about the bond be- 
tween humans and animals, in 
particular dogs. She was the 
founder of Pro Dogs National 
Charity and its sister charity Pat 
Dogs (Pets as Therapy). 

She did not have a dog of her 
own during childhood - her first 
was a cocker spaniel bought just 
after her marriage to Peter Or- 
dlsh in 1953. She trained as a 
journalist and in the early Sev- 
enties was dismayed by the ex- 
tensive press coverage, first in the 
United Stales and later in 
Britain, of health hazards asso- 
ciated with dogs - for example. 


the risk of blindness from toxo- 
cariasis. which in rare cases can 
be passed from dogs to humans. 

In 197b. working at first from 
her home in Kent, she found- 
ed Pro Dogs, in response to 
whal she saw as a growing anti- 
dog movement m the media and 
its damaging effect on public 
perceptions of dogs and their 
owners. She set out to highlight 
the beneficial influence dogs can 
have and to provide an umbrella 
organisation for responsible 
dog owners. Over the years, the 
charity gathered a panel of vet- 
erinarian and medical experts 
to respond to health scares and 
organised campaigns against 


restrictive laws on dogs and 
where they may be exercised, in- 
cluding work towards the abo- 
lition of the dog licence, which 
was eventually scrapped in 1988. 

From members' letters and 
phone calls. Lesley Scott- 
Ordish discovered the trauma ex- 
perienced by the elderly if forced 
to give up a much-loved pet upon 
going into residential care. This 
led her to found, in 1983, Pat 
Dogs, a national home and hos- 
pital visiting scheme through 
which cure fully screened dog 
owners visit the sick and elderly 
on a regular basis with their 
dogs. The therapeutic effects of 
paning a dog were impressive and 


with encouragement from the 
Royal College of Nursing, a net- 
work of volunteers with friendly 
dogs was set up. There are now 
over 9,500 of these special dogs 
registered with the charity. 

Scott-Ordish assisted in tile 
launch of another charity. Hear- 
ing Dogs for the Deaf, in 1982 
(which trains dogs to alert a deaf 
owner to a ringing doorbell or 
boiling kettle, for example) and 
Canine Partners for Indepen- 
dence in 1991 (providing dogs 
to help the severely disabled). 
She became vice-president of 
both organisations. 

In 1990 she published Hero- 
ic Dogs, to celebrate the first 1 1 


years of the Pro Dogs Gold 
Medal Awards. These are the 
annual canine “Oscars", award- 
ed since 1979 for outstanding 
achievements in life saving, de- 
votion to duty and pet of the 
year, intended as an alternative 
to the Crufts prizes. 

She spent the bUer part of her 
life promoting the many positive 
benefits of dog ownerchip. She 
bred English setters for a while, 
returning more recently to the 
cocker spaniel. In 1996 die pub- 
lished Cocker Spaniels, an Own- 
ers Guide and in 1997 brought 
out For Love of Dogs, chronicling 
20 yeais of research into how and 
why animal companionship can 


affect the health and well-being 
of humans. She described this 
booklet as “something of a swan- 
song. and tribute to all the love- 
ly dogs who comfort and 
uncomplainingly love us”. 

Arnold Rosen 

Lesley Scott Adey, charity ad- 
ministrator bom 25 March 1932; 
married 1953 Peter Ordish ( two 
sons); died Ashford, Kent 26 
March 1997. 

•The main source of ftudra&og Tor 
Par Dogs is their annual “Walkover 
Britain” event; 43 organised walks, 
this year on 5 May. For further de- 
tails, please telephone 01732872222. 



Scott-Ordish: the therapeutic effects of patting a dog 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

BAZLEY: Sir Thomas Stafford. Bl. 
late of Hat hemp. died pcaciMuUy m 
his deep on Monday ! -I April, aged 
SV years. No (lov ers please, by his re- 
quest. Donations in lieu to the 
Woodland Tm>l or charities for the 
homeless, private funeral. Memori- 
al service to tv announced. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
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Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr S. K C- Appleton 
and Miss S. E. Smith 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Stephen, elder son of Mr and 
Mrs Frederick Appleton, of Coffs 
Harbour. Australia, and Sandra Eliz- 
abeth, only daughter ot Mr and Mrs 
Sidney Francis Smith, of Nottingham. 

Lord Clifton of Rathmore 
and Miss R M. Beard 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween I vo. son of the Earl and 
Countess uf Dnmlcy, of Nether- 
wood. Worcestershire, and Pet a. 
daughter nf Mr Robert Beard, of 
Scobbiseombe. South Devon, and 
Mrs Penny Fletcher, of Axminster. 
Devon. 

Birthdays 

Mrs Sirunavo Bandiinuuike. for- 
mer prime minister of Sri Lanka.81; 
Mr Chris Barber, jazz musician. 67: 
Mr John Barrett, team's cummeqta- 
tor, 6ft: Miss Ruth Etchelts, funner 
Principal, St John> College. Durham, 
hb; Miss Clare Francis, novelist and 
yachtswoman. 51: Mis Anne Harris, 
"former national chairman. National 
Federation of Women's Institutes 72: 
Mi» Olivia Hussey, actress. 4b; Mr 
Henry Kelly, television presenter. 51: 
Mr James Last, bandleader. 6b: The 
Hon Sir Humphrey Maud, deputy 


Secretary General of the Common- 
wealth. 63; Sir Peter Morris. Profes- 
sor of Surgery. Oxford University. 63; 
Mr RJccardo Patrese, grand prix 
driver, 43: Mrs Dora Saint (“Miss 
Read”), writer. S4; Mrs Eileen 
Stamen-Smith, former Head- 
mistress. Mai wra Girts - College. 
68; Sir Michael Vernon, former 
chairman. RNLL 71; The Right Rev 
John Yates, former Bishop of 
Gloucester, 72. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Nikita Sergeyevich Khr- 
uschchcv, Russian leader, 1 894: 
Lindsay Gordon Anderson, film, 
television and theatre director, 1923. 
Deaths: Marie de Rabutin Quintal, 
Marquise dc S£vigne. 1696. On tUs 
day: Premium Savings Bonds were 
introduced in Britain, 1956; the at- 
ic mpted invasion of Cuba took place 
at the Bay of Pigs. 1961. Today is the 
Feast Day of Si Aybcrt, St Don nan 
and Others. St Innocent of Tortona. 
St Mappalkus and Others. St Robert 
of Chaisc-Dieu and St Stephen 
Harding. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Jacqueline Lewis. 
“Monet Monet and Renoir at 
La Grcnouillute''. 1pm. 

RIRA Architecture Centre, London 
W 1 : AJtwn Brooks. “ Past and Future 
Work". 6JUpm. 


Consecutive sentences passed separately aggregated 


Regina v Governor of Swakdate 
Prison, ex pane Francois; 

Queen's Bench Divisional Court 
(Lord Justice Simon Brawn. Mr 

Justice Curtis) 26 March 1997 

Consecutive sentences imposed 
by different courts on different 
occasions were to be aggregat- 
ed for the purpose of calculat- 
ing a prisoner’s non-parole 
release date under the provi- 
sions of section 33 of the Crim- 
inal Justice Act 1991. 

The Queen’s Bench Divi- 
sional Court refused an appli- 
cation for judicial review, 

challenging the prison author- 
ities' calculation of the appli- 
cant's non-parole release dale. 

The applicant had been sen- 
tenced on 5 August 1993 to con- 
secutive terms of imprisonment 
totalling nineteen months' im- 
prisonment. On 7 January 
1994, at a different court, he 
was sentenced to two terms of 
four years’ imprisonment, con- 
current inter se but consecutive 
to the sentence of 19 mouths. 

Section 33(1) of the Crimi- 


LAW REPORT 
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uai Justice Act 1991 provided 
that it^ was the duty of the Home 
Secretary to release on licence 
a short-term prisoner, sen- 
tenced to a term of twelve 
months or more, as soon as he 
had served half his sentence, 
and to release on licence a long- 
term prisoner os soon as he had 
served two-thirds of his sen- 
tence. Section 33(5) provided 
that a long-term prisoner was 
one serving a sentence of four 
years or more, and a short-term 
prisoner was one serving a sen- 
tence of less than four years. 

Section 51(2) of the Act pro- 
vided that for the purposes of 
any reference to a terra of im- 
prisonment, consecutive terns 
and terms which were wholly or 
parity concurrent should be 
treated as a single term. . 
Robin Allen QC and Martin Sootjoa 
f Bnxte Bentm A Co) frdteappbam; 
Stephen Richards and Steven Nanus 
(Treasury Sohcaart Jcr da 1 nzpondena. 


17 April 1997 

Lord Justice Simon Brown said 
that the critical question was 
whether the passing of the con- 
secutive four year term in Jan- 
uary 1994 operated to increase 

the lime to be served under the 
original sentence. Did the ap- 
plicanl remaina short-term pris- 
oner with regard to the original 
sentence so that he only had to 
serve one half of it, or did the 
sentence, by virtue of section 
51(2) of the 1991 Act, become 
pan of a long-term sentence so 
that he must serve two-thirds of 
the cumulative sentence? 

The applicant’s first difficulty 
was that the point appeared to 
have been decided against him 
in R v Governor of Brockhill 
Prison, exp Evans ( Law Report 
22 November 1996; [1997] 2 
WLR 236). It was clearly 
spelled out in a passage on p 
250 that the effect of section 
51(2) on section 33(1) and (5) 
was that even where a consec- 


utive sentence had been im- 
posed on p different occasion, 
it gave rise to a single term. 

Counsel for the applicant 
had submitted that that passage 
was obiter and ought not to be 
followed in the particular and 
different context in which the 
point now arose. Section 51(2) 
should not be read as retro- 
spectively affecting the char- 
acter of a previous sentence. 

The root question arising un- 
der, section 33 was whether, at 
the date when a prisoner's re- 
lease was under consideration, 
he was a short-term or a long- 
term prisoner. That in turn re- 
quired ewe to ask whether be was 
serving a sentence of imprison- 
ment fora term of four years or 
more. In answering that crucial 
question,' section 51(2) required 
that “consecutive terms . . . shall 
be treated as a single .term". 

The applicants argument 
necessarily involved reading 



into section 51(2) words of re- 
striction such as “provided al- 
ways that they were imposed on 
the same occasion”. There was 
no warrant for introducing any 
such major qualification into 
the section. 

His Lordship had not the 
least doubt that R v Governor 
of Brockhill, ex. pane Evans did 
indeed decide lie present case. 
Not merely was it the careful- 
ly considered decision of a 
very strong Divisional Court 
specialty constituted to resolve 
all the difficulties thrown up by 
earlier authorities, but the pas- 
sage referred to above could be 
shown on analysis to constitute 
part of the ratio decidendi. 

That said, the present case 
had plainly exposed certain 
traps against which sentences 
must be on their.guard. When 
sentencing a serving prisoner 
they must recognise the possi- 
ble impact of the previous sen- 
tence upon the fresh one 
vice versa. 


ione and 


Kate O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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T wo weeks ago John Major held 
up a spade and said: "This is a 
spade". Yesterday he held it up 
and said: “This is a spade - and it’s a 
shovel, too”. Two weeks ago it was a 
“fantasy” (his word) that ministers 
would publicly dissent from the Gov- 
ernment's policy on Europe. On Tues- 
day night it emerged that they had Yes- 
terday the Prime Minister boldly 
declared that any view other than the 
r Government’s line was “folly". But he 
then said the fools' views were fully in 
line with his own. They were totally 
opposed to a single European currency. 
But they could stay in the Government 
because they agreed that Britain should 
negotiate and then decide. Black can 
be seen as white. Chalk can also be 
cheese. You do not have to mix very 
many more metaphors, nor do you have 
to make a fetish of the idea of strong 
leadership, to find this degree of con- 
tradiction helplessly - tragically - 
absurd 

There is a view that textual analysis 
of local election addresses on the sin- 
gle currency is an obsession of the 
/' media village, an abstruse game far 
x removed from the concerns of real peo- 
ple. This view was forcibly expressed by 
Michael Heseltine yesterday. “I don’t 
think the public out there are in the 
least bit interested in the niceties of the 
argument. But they are interested in 
the substance of the issue," said the 
Deputy PM. 


Unfortunately for him, the views of 
ministers on the euro are the substance 
of the issue. And the single European 
currency is emphatically an issue that 
matters. If it goes ahead, as it still seems 
it will in two years' time, Britain is 
unlikely to be a member at the outset. 
The derision on membership, yes or no, 
. may well not have to be taken in the 
next five years. But, if there is any 
prospect of our entering the single cur- 
rency at some point, we have to be 
ready to take part in the discussion 
about its composition. 

The “wait and see" policy (the pol- 
icy that is, on the face of it, agreed by 
both Tory and Labour) is the right pol- 
icy. The present design of the euro laid 
down in the Maastricht Treaty is flawed 
on democratic grounds, bo that the cur- 
rency would be run by politically inde- 
pendent central bankers. Few people 
are wholly convinced of its economic 
merits. 

But if Britain begins to suffer 
because it stands outside the single cur- 
rency - because we endure higher 
interest rates and lost investment - then 
it may be better to join and seek to 
influence it from within rather than 
simply be influenced powerlessly 
outside. 

That is the essence of the “wait and 
see" case. But we have reached an 
extraordinary moment. Indeed, it is a 
historic one. Voters who agree with the 
wait-and-see policy, however reluc- 
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tandy, cannot sensibly vote for the 
Prime Minister's party. 

Why? Because the Prime Minister's 
party, whatever the Prime Minister 
himself might say. has made it resound- 
ingly clear that it will never counte- 
nance replacing the pound with the 
euro. Period. Mr Major may protest all 
he likes, but it makes no difference. If 
be were re-elected (think this through) 
he would either have to ditch his wait- 
and-see polity immediately (in which 
case, what’s a manifesto for?), or he 
would have to be replaced as party 
leader five minutes after he won (in 
which case, what is this election for?). 


Put that another way: Mr Major is 
now in the appalling position of asking 
the people of this country to vote on a 
fraudulent prospectus. The Ibry man- 
ifesto says quite clearly that it is “in our 
national interest to keep our options 
open" on monetary union. But if a Tory 
government were re-elected, it is incon- 
ceivable that that option would be kept 
open. 

That is why yesterday was a fateful 
day- not only in this election campaign, 
but in the long story of British politics. 
It was not because the Conservative 
Party seemed to bedivided, although 
it was, but because of what it was 


divided about and the consequences of 
that division. The. parallel with the 
Labour Party in 1983 is not exact, but 
it is instructive. On 20 May 1983 7 with 
less than three weeks to go before 
polling day, Denis Healey, the "deputy 
Labour leader, publicly disagreed with . 
Michael Boot over the party’s one-sided 
nuclear disarmament policy. This was 
no media* mirage, but a fundamental 
disagreement which split the party 
from top to bottom on an issue of vital 
national importance. The unilateralists 
then and the Eurosceptics now share 
a backward-looking notion of national 
autonomy - an outdated view of 
Britain’s place in the world The uni- 
lateralists in the early Eighties tem- 
porarily won the soul of the Labour 
Party - and consigned it to nearly two 
decades of oblivion. Draw your own 
comparisons. 

Tbny Blair correctly describes this as 
the defining moment of the election 
campaign. It is a moment that defines 
John Major as a prisoner of the Euro- 
sceptic tendency which, win or lose, will 
take control of his party after the elec- 
tion. Thecalculation being made by the 
rats on the sinking ship is, obviously, 
that the Ibry party has already lost any 
semblance of unity, and can only win 
votes by trying to appeal to the sup- 
posedly popular position of overt rejec- 
tion of the single currency. 

Oh, but most voters are wiser than 
that They know that the Tories are out 


of touch. They know that this clamour 
to reject the Government’s wait-and- 
see polity has nothing to do with what 
people are saying on the doorsteps- It 
is about trying, to gratify Tory activists 
and about scared Tory MPs trying to 
protect their backs. John Major, stick- 
ing by a wise policy, but the prisoner 
of an increasingly foolish party, is com- 
plied: in that sorry spectacle. 

In all probability, voters will indeed 
draw their own conclusion. They will 
not need newspapers to point it out. 

Elton as the 
scale model 


E lton John is fast bidding to 
become one of the nation's 
national treasures, a sort of pop 
Queen Mother. Yesterday he was 
awarded honorary membership of 
the Royal Academy of Music, in tbe 
junior department of which he once 
studied. Music teachers and parents 
will need to make up their minds 
about the value of his example. 
Should they guide against his dress 
sense? His judgement in choosing 
which football team to support? Or 
should they merely point out bow- 
wealthy you can become if only you 
play your daily scales. 
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UK can seize 
leadership 
in Europe 

Sin I recently returned from a 
posting with'a British organisation 
in Ihiwan. Britain is second only to 
tbe US in the buoyant market for 
students from Taiwan, and also the 
recipient of the greatest proportion 
of Taiwanese Investment of any 
European country. Crucial to the 
United Kingdom's success in both 
of these fields: easy access to 
European markets now and, more 
particularly, in a more closely 
integrated Union: the related 
desire - particularly in the case of 
students - to gain knowledge of the 
workings of the European Union: 
and the English language. 

Tbyota's announcement some 
weeks ago about discontinuing 
investment if Britain did not join 
the single currency came as no 
surprise to me. 

The English language is arguably 
Britain's most valuable national 
asset. It is the international 
language and will no doubt remain 
so. though the degree to which we 
continue to participate in the 
European Union will probably 
have a huge impact on the extent of 
its future predominance. 

Britain, as a fully paid-up 
member of the Union, would be in 
an unassailable position to secure 
English as the Union's lingua 
franca. Consider the scope for the 
Union-wide - not to mention 
enhanced worldwide - exercise of 
British influence. Conversely, 
consider the lost opportunity if a 
Britain-less EU. or an EU in wiiich 
Britain opted out of the single 
currency and the Social Chapter, 
were to choose one of its other 
languages. The people of the 
PacificRira are nor falling over 
themselves to learn French and 
German. Yet. 

As the world divides into three 
trade blocs, Europe is light-years 
ahead of both Asia and the 
.Americas in terms of formally 
constructing iis bloc. Nafta is. at 
least in population and 
membership terms, smaller than 
the EU. In Asia, notwithstanding 
Ascan and A pec. there is nothing 
comparable. Moreover, the 
emerging markets of both Asia and 
Latin .America, as well as the 
booming economies of the Pacific 
Rim. lack. asveL the sophisticated 
political and legal infrastructures, 
not to mention the political 
stability, of Europe. 

We are standing at the threshold 
of what could really be Europe's 
century. Who in the world, haring 
created such a head-start for 
themselves, would decide to “wait 
and see?" I say, “Seize the day." 

Britain remains a world-class 
performer in numerous fields. 
Higher education, the media, 
hanking and finance, the law. 
science" and technology, the arts, all 
spring to mind. 

Why must we keep playing the 
whining, bruised victim of Euro- 
bullying instead of exercising 
leadership in Europe, given the 
overwhelming credentials wc have 
for doing so? 

MARKRAWSON 

Kenilworth, 

Hawick'; hire 

Sir. I am grateful to Robert 
Coppinger of the European 
Movement (Letters. 15 April) for 
his frank admission that the 
direction of development of the 
European Union towards u federal 
superflare is a fail accompli. 1 agree 
that the British government formed 
after the election, whether Labour 
or Conservative, will not be able to 
change that. 



In the unlikely event that it 
were Libera] Democrat, it would 
not wish to. 

This is precisely why the Green 
Party, at our annual conference last 
autumn, voted to argue for British 
withdrawal from ihc EU. As 
presently constituted there is no 
prospect of the EU permitting 
member states to adopt the Green 
policies that are essential for a 
sustainable future for our country 
and others. 

The Inter-Governmental 
Conference, by increasing and 
widening the powers of the 
European Union to impose 
unsustainable policies, will only 
make matters worse. 

JOHN NORRIS 
Convener 

Green Puny International 
Policy Group 
Richmond upon Thames, 

Sumy 

Sir The bald “Wait and see’’ policy 
adopted by both Tories and Labour 
over the question of European 
| Monetary Union is an abnegation 
| of national leadership (“Party 
j leaders play the sceptic card". 15 
April). It is a cop-out, made not for 
j the national interest but to satisfy 
j Euro-sceptics in both parlies. Of 
course it is wise to assemble ail the 
Tacts before making a decision: but 
to assemble the facts in a vacuum of 

intent is cowardice. 

When the time comes to make a 
derision about joining or not. there 
will be no rent choice available 
unless deliberate policies have 
been followed to meet the 
convergence criteria, so that any 
decision to join can in fact be 
implemented. 

DENYS WHATMO RE 
Cheltenham, 

Gloucestershire 


The horror of 
grammar schools 

Sir The Tory plan to provide large 
grants to schools to become 
selective ‘Go grammar' lure for 
schools", 14 April) prays on the 
snobbery and prejudice of 
vulnerable parents which has 
already caused so much inequity in 
UK education. 

To anyone, like me, who was 
dumped into a p»vor secondary 
school in the late 19411s. due to the 
1 1-plus selection examination, the 
thought of their return must fill 
them" with horror. Many of these 
schools were an educational 
disaster where every child thought 
they had failed and would fail for 
the'rest of their life - from the age 
of 1 1. They were divisive, had the 
poorest resources and naturally 
attracted the poorer teachers. 
There was an entrenched attitude 
with an unspoken theme which 
said, “Just bide your time here 
until you are old enough to go to 
work." 

Rather than some schools 
getting more money, high-quality 
education should be for all. 
powered by good teachers and the 
best management and a 
government committed to equal 
opportunity. 

EDDIE BEDWELL 
Swindon. 

Wiltshire 

Sin Two of the Conservative Party's 
manifesto proposals on education 
would spell disaster for the 
majority of children in areas where 


there is a fully comprehensive 
secondary system, and would be 
particularly destructive in rural 
parts of the country. 

With one in five secondary 
schools developing subject 
specialisations and another 
becoming a selective (reject ive) 
grammar school ("a grammar 
school in every town"), we are left 
with three out of e\ cry five schools 
degenerating into lacklustre 
secondary-modem status. 

These would he underfunded, 
would be short of well-qualified 
specialist teachers and would 
inevitably occupy very modest 
positions in the examination league 

tables. 

It is not difficult to imagine what 
would happen to the educational 
prospects and to The self-esteem of 
the pupils, especially the late 
developers, os their schools start 
the downward spiral resulting from 
the loss of their fair share of the 
more able intake. 

Under the manifesto proposals, 
it would take the parents of only 
one school to vote for selective 
grammar status lor the fully 
comprehensive pattern to collapse. 
Around S5 per cent of the children 
in the new grammar school's 
original catchment area would have 
to be bussed to other schools, so 
destroying the links between school 
and the communil ies to which the 
children belong. 

We can only trust that these 
proposals are never implemented. 
D H KEDGE 
Y KEDGE 
Satining Common, 

Oxfordshire 


Devastating cut 
in benefit 

Sin Martin Moylan (Letters, 16 
April) is quite right about the 
devastating effect of the single- 
room-rent measure on housing 
benefit for landlords. The effect on 
tenants will be even worse since 
there is not enough shared 
accommodation logo round. 
Liberal Democrats would revoke 
these regulations and will force a 
vote on th em at the earl test 
opportunity in the next parliament 
DLANA MADDOCK 
Liberal Democrat 
Spokesperson on 
Housing. Women's Issues 
and Family Policy 
London SIV1 


Curb the plough 

Sir The ploughing of ihe orchid- 
rich downlana at Offham, Sussex 
(“Orchids wilt in farmer’s field of 
flax", 12 April) should not be seen 
simply as a consequence of the flax 
subsidy which seems to have 
prompted it. 

There are many reasons why 
farmers may find it more profitable 
io destroy down land turf than to 
accept such subsidies as may be 
available for conserving it. If we 
really want to protect scarce 
wildlife habitat, we should not rely . 
on trying to doctor the agricultural 
subsidy regime. Still less should we 
embark on the hopeless task of 
living to inflate subsidies for 
conservation to levels at which thev 
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would outweigh all other possible 
sources of gain. 

The time has come to apply 
controls which would simply 
forbid agricultural activity which 
would destroy important habitat 
which is in short supply. The 
ploughing of downiand is now one 
such activity for which farmers 
should have to seek planning 
permission, as we all have to seek 
permission for any significant 
change which we wish to make to 
the built environment. 

MARION SHOARD 
London SW20 


Intolerable 

Sir “Zero tolerance", that sew 
phrase of tbe moment intoned by 
politicians and policemen, does not 
have the American origins they 
claim. 

The term actually originated in 
Edinburgh, where the district 
council used it to promote their 
widely respected campaign against 
sexual harassment “Zero Tolerance 
of Violence against Women". Then 
it made the journey across the 
Atlantic and has now returned to 
Britain as a slogan against crime. 

In Cambridge, where the 
Students* Union launched an anti- 
sexual harassment campaign in 
1989, we too have returned to the 
slogan. This year wc aim to make - 
the University a Zero Tolerant 
Zone for sexual harassment- But 
even here you have to be careful 
with its meaning. One of my friends 
has recently been concerned that 
my proclaiming myself "zero 
tolerant" obviously has something 
to do with my low alcohol intake. 
ZOETHTRLWELL 

Trinity Had,: 

Cambridge 


Greed killed our 
fish stocks 

Sin As a sea angler of some 50 
years' experience, I find it difficult 
to muster much sympathy for the 
professional fishermen of this 
country. The problems they face 
today are largely of their own 
making and tf they had their wav- 
now there would be little future for 
coming generations. 

. My dub fishes on the east coast 
and over the last 20 years has seen u 
spectacular decline in the cod, 
haddock and ling stock. In spite of 
hiring the best charter boats with 
the latest fish-finding electronics 
and sometimes steaming out some 
40 miles, catches of mature fish are 
becoming increasingly rare. Some 
three years ago we fished out of 
Am Me and after eight hours' 
fishing our parry had no sizeable 
fish (National Federation of Sea 
Anglers rules prohibit the taking of 
any cod less than 17 inches long). 
Imagine our dismay when on 
leaving our boa: we watched a 
commercial boat discharge a stack 
of fish boxes, the contents of which 
were 9-10 inch codling. Completely 
illegal, but who cares, there must be 
a market somewhere. To deny the 
scientific evidence on North Sea 
stocks is typical of people who now 
lament about quota-hopping when 
they themselves sold away their 
fishing rights. 

Perhaps, on reflection, I should 
have some sympathy for these 
people. After IS years of Tory 
government, encouraging “grab 
what you can today, don’t consider 
others tomorrow", they arc no 
different from a lot of other people. 
D M OTTERS HEAD 
ThelwaU, Cheshire 


History of 
your house 

Sir. Rosalind Russell’s piece on the 
history of London houses ( “ Who's 
been living in your house?", 12 
April) touches on the fascinating 
past of some London houses, hut 
implies that researching the history 
of a house is best left to professional 
researchers and ignores the wealth 
of source material available in 
London local authority record 
offices and local history libraries. 

Most London boroughs' local 
studies services hold sources useful 
for house historians, including maps, 
historic street directories, local rate 
and taxation records, and visual 
records. Some produce leaflets 
outlining sources for the potential 
house historian. Details of these 
local services are given in London 
Local Archh'es. published by Lhe 
Greater London Archives Network. 

While some readers may prefer 
to have their house history" done for 
them, it is much more cxatinc - 
and considerably cheaper - to do 
your own research, and have all the 
satisfaction of discovering the 
history of youT own house for 
yourself. 

DAVID MANDER 
Chairman, Greater London 
Archives Network 
London N22 

Shoot the Tories! 

Sin I have some sympathy with 
PbUy Toynbee's inclination to go 
out on 2 May with clipboard and 
revolver to shoot Conservative 
voters (“The horror of a new blue 
dawn , 14 April) should thev have 
achieved victory for Mr Major. 

' 111 ™- v dream, however. I shoot 
the offenders before they vote 
rather than afterwards. 

RICHARD CAPERON 
Edgmond, Shropshire 
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Yes, we have no Bahamas. But 




Britain still has a handful of 
tiny dependencies, the last 
outposts of a once great empir e, 
to muck up. Paul Vallely looks 
at the latest upheavals in St 
Helena, once home to Napoleon 







T ype the words 
“empire” and “last 
days or into our 
library database and 
it comes up with the 
obituary of Larry Grayson, the 
pursed posture r who appar- 
ently appeared “at the Finsbury 
Park and Chiswick Empires 
during the last days of Vhnety”. 
Thus it ends, that glorious 
enterprise on which the sun was 
never to seL Either there or in 
the Ruritanian flummery of the 
British dependent territories 
with their plume-helmeted 
governors ana their £6,900 cer- 
emonial uniforms. 

One such is St Helena, 
perhaps the most isolated of 
Britain's colonial remnants. It 
stands in the South Atlantic 
more than 1,000 miles off the 
coast of Africa - halfway 
between Angola and Brazil - a 
dark island “rising like an enor- 
mous black wart from the face 
of the deep,” in the words of 
Napoleon Bonaparte. But then 
he was biased. This was his final 


you are told, are these, and they 
are unrelated: 

• A man is in the island's 
165 -year-old blockhouse - 
recently inspected by Her 
Majesty's former chief inspec- 
tor of prisons, Stephen Tumim 
- on remand after starting a 
number of blazes in a row with 
his girlfriend. 

• The island's subsidy has 
been cut from £3 .7m to £3.2 m 
after a tough round of negoti- 
ations with the Overseas Devel- 
opment Administration. "Itoo 
councillors have resigned in 
protest and the Governor has 
agreed to the councillors' 
request for an early general 
election, to be held on July 9. 

• The Governor has gone on 
a long-planned holiday to the 
UK. 

There is more to it than that, 
of course. For a start there was 
the refusal of the Governor to 
endorse the election of one 
Bobby Robertson to fill one of 
the two vacant posts. Mr Small- 
wood objected to him on the 
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Colonial legacy: the troubled island of St Helena, and (right) the Governor of Bermuda, 
Lord WadcEngton, In fufl feathered flummery 


place of exile for the six years grounds that almost exactly a 
until the defeated French year ago a mob, fuelled by Mr 


emperor died in 1821. 

St Helena is in the news, and 
in a way it has not been since 
Prince Andrew visited the 
island in 1984 and the Gover- 
nor fell into the sea in full cer> 
emonial dress as he tried to 
greet him. There has been what 
is said to pass for a riot among 
its 6.000 inhabitants. An angry 
crowd is reported to have set 
fire to the island's only police 
van. There have been demon- 
strations over cuts in the sub- 
sidy from London. Two of the 
five members of the island's 
executive council have resigned 


Robertson, burst into the Gov- 
ernor s office in The Castle at 
Jamestown and seized Mr 
Smallwood by the gubernator- 
ial tie. They then proceeded to 
occupy the place for more than 
three hours, protesting at the 
low rate of unemployment ben- 
efits on the island. “They 
grabbed my tie and pulled me 
by the throat,” the Governor 
protested at the time. Tie- 
pulling is a heavy duty business 
on an island where people 
would not dream of passing in 
the street without saying hello. 

But there is a grimmer real- 


in protest complaining of the xty. It was comparatively simple 
“dictatorial” approach of the after the Second World Wir 
career-diplomat Governor, when the burdens of empire 


David Smallwood, who has fled 
the island by boat from which 
he pronounced by ship-to-shore 
fax: “There is no crisis on St 
Helena, constitutional or 
otherwise.” 

All jolly good stuff. Until you 
telephone the island and find 
your inquiries are greeted with 
a weary sigh and the inquiry: “Is 
the British general election so 
boring that you have nothing 
else to write about?” The facts, 


began to outweigh the benefits 
to grant independence to 
Britain’s larger colonies, in the 
belief that they might be eco- 
nomically viable (had they not 
been, in most cases, left with 
such inherently imbalanced 
post-colonial economic struc- 
tures). But with the smaller 
dependencies it was not so 
simple, which is why we still 
have 14 - until, that is, the 
Black Watch bugler plays the 


Last Post at midnight on 30 
June at the New Convention 
Centre in Hong Kong 
After getting shot of the 
Bahamas and other dependen- 
cies, the remnant of empire 
today consists in Bermuda, 
Gibraltar and five Caribbean 
territories - Anguilla, Montser- 
rat, the Cayman Islands, the 
Turks and Caicos Islands and 
the British Virgin Islands. 
There are also four South 
Atlantic dependencies - the 
British Antarctic (population: 
300 scientists), the Falklands 
Islands, the whaling stations 
South Georgia and South Sand- 
wich and St Helena and Depen- 
dencies (which include Ascen- 
sion Island and Tristan da 
Cunha). In addition there are 
- in the Pacific- Pitcairn, Hen- 
derson, Dude and Oeao islands 
(total population; 50; chief 
income: postage stamps). And 
there is the British Indian 
Ocean Territory (population: 0 
since all the inhabitants were 
evicted to make way for the US 
military base on Diego Garcia), 
’flue, Spain and Argentina want 
Gibraltar and the Malvinas 
back, but the rest of it summons 
a residuum of schoolboy pride 
for the tiny spots of pink which 
still sprinkle the global map. 
Despite their former enormous 
strategic importance, they now 
seem too quaint to be seriously 
politically incorrect 
St Helena has its share of 
quainmess. Its population of 
6,000 from mixed British and 


If you are planning 
a baby start here 




Wbrldwide studies show that even with a good 
diet, extra specific nutrients may be very 
important - during and even before pregnancy 
KMJC ACID is vital to the development of 


pkvubu? cf k your unborn baby But it is not the only nutrient 

*i which is essential during pregnancy 
■ . 2 Pregnacare contains the recommended level 
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' add, along with 
a careful balance of 15 other vitamins and 
minerals to safeguard your requirements 
during pregnancy 

Pregnacare replaces your usual 
multivitamin. It is recommended from 
several weeks before conception, right 
through to the end of breast feeding; 
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Indian descent, has virtually 
no natural resources and no air- 
port. The Colonial Prisoners 
Removal Act 1884 has never 
been repealed, giving the 
Crown the power to exile trou- 
blesome subjects to St Helena. 
But visitors repent a splendid 
old-fashioned friendliness to 
the “Hillman-driving, pound- 
spending, royalty-loving, pet- 
owning citizenry” who are so 
well-adjusted that when televi- 
sion was introduced last year 
instead of becoming sullen, 
couch potatoes infatuated by 
drugs, promiscuous sex and 
violence researchers discov- 
ered that St Helena's- already 
well-bebaved children had 
become more social, more ami- 
cable, more helpful. 

But there is a worm at the 
heart of the apple. The latest 
figures show the island 
imported goods worth 
£4,692,000, but its exports 
earned it only £145,000. Once 
the island had a single cash crop 
- flax - from which its people 
used to make string, but the 
British Post Office, the island's 
biggest customer, went over to 
nylon twine in the Sixties. The 
economy has never recovered. 
It has some exports in canned 
and frozen fish but 70 per cent 


of islanders work directly or 
indirectly for the government. 
As the Whitehall sobriety has 
been reduced unemployment 
has risen; over the past two 
years it has gone from 9 to 18 
per cent. And a baby boom will 
place an extra 300 in the work- 
force by 2005. 

Anxieties over unemploy- 
ment are what lie behind the 
disagreement between St 
Helena councillors and the 
Governor. The island receives 
more than £9m a year, the high- 
est amount per head of British 
aid anywhere. But British aid 
has been slowly whittled away. 
Unemployment benefit can be 
as low as £12 a week. Which is 
why ties can be strained. 

It is not a problem peculiar 
to St Helena. A British initiative 
aimed at tightening control over 
its Caribbean dependencies last 
year brought an angry response 
from Anguilla, where the Prime 
Minister accused the Govern- 
ment of trying to force the five 
remaining Caribbean depen- 
dencies into independence. 

lb Britain the arithmetic is 
simple. It costs £9-5m to run St 
Helena and local revenue - 
from taxes, excise duties and 
fishing licences - is onty £6mu 
In addition to the resulting 


£3.5m subsidy Whitehall also 


provides the £3 2m develop- 
ment aid package from the 


meat aid package from the 
ODA. That includes money for 
capital projects, technical assis- 
tance and subridy for the Royal 
Mail Ship St Helena which costs 
£lm a year to run. 

Foreign Office officials 


believe the subsidy can be 
reduced by a two-fold strategy. 
They want to “grow the private 
sector” and find employment 
opportunities off-shore. Only 
last month the Foreign Office 
launched a series of confer- 
ences to win new business for 
the remote territory. 


Tourism is one possibility 
among the 12 j miles of green 
fields and wooded hills in whu. h 
Napoleon was once at liberty to 
ride with his 52-siiong 
entourage. (His grave is not 
there, for the British allowed 
his coffin to be disinterred 2U 
years after his death, but the 
houses where he lived are well- 
preserved.) And tourism 
received a boost recently with 
the replacement of the haz- 
ardous landing stage with steps, 
Passengers used to haw to grab 
a rope and leap to the seaweed- 
covered dock as their boat rose 
as much as eight feet in the 
swell. When it was too rough 
islanders had to watch in dis- 
may as liners like the Cauhtnv 
turned away without pulling a 
single passenger ashore. Today 
passengers can simply step 
ashore, holding an iron railing. 

But the task of finding work 
off the island so that locals ran 
take short-term coniraets and 
send money home - as they did 
m the past - has been scup- 
pered tty the 1981 Immigration 
Act. This legislation, in an 
attempt to avert any flood of 
Hong Kong Chinese, bans the 
residents of all the dependen- 
cies from settling in Britain. 
After the Act was passed the 
Falkland Islanders and the 
Gibraltarians were exempted 
hut the only places where resi- 
dents of St Helena can now . 
seek work is on the military ?*. 
base on Ascension and in the 
Falkland Islands, io which emi- 
gration has increased by 30 per 
cent in recent years. 

Empire for the British was a 
curious cocktail of exploitation 
and benevolence, cruelty and 
paternalism, ignominy and 
glory. Certainly it lacked the 
rutroessaess of the Spaniards in 
Latin America, Belgians in the 
Congo or French in Algeria and 
Indo-China. Nor was its end for 
the British and their subjects 
accompanied by die appalling 
bloodshed with which some 
others came to a close, which is 
perhaps why the Common- 
wealth is still a valued and 
indeed a growing oiTgarusation. ^ 
But its last gasp Ls not without *• 
its pain. For all the small-town 
Punch -and-Judy politics. For 
all the feathery flummery. 


--avif 
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Who can we trust? Certainly not the voters 


rpoday - an election forum 
X special! 


X special! 

How is the election bang 
conducted by the main 
parties ? 

In a sophisticated, sensible 
way, as befits a mature 
democracy. 

Could you give an example 
of this? 

Certainly. The Tbry party 
is paying thousands of 
pounds for the erection of 
notices saying BRITAIN IS 
BOOMING DONT LET 
LABOUR BLOW IT and 
Labour is replying with a 
poster campaign saying 
TIME FOR A CHANGE - 
LET’S CHUCK THEM 
OUT 

In what way is this 

sophisticated and sensible? 

It is sophisticated and 
sensible as compared to the 
way parliamentary business is 
conducted in the House of 
Commons He ha ting chamber. 

How are the two main party 
leaders behaving? 

Verty maturely. They are 
insisting on keeping to the 
issues.. 

And what are the issues? 

The issues arc that you 
can’t trust Phoney Tony and 
you can’t vote for the Rany 
of Sleaze. 


So the conclusion is that we 
should all vote Ub Dem? 

Yes- Except that that 
would be a wasted vote. 

Who says that? 

The two main parties. 

So the two main parties do 
agree on something? 

Yes, they agree cm that. 
They agree on lots of other 
things too - on education 
and health and transport and 
investment and ... 

What do they say about all 
these dungs? 

That they should be a lot 
better. 

Butsurefy if the Tories have 
been m power far 18 years, 
they should already have 
improved education and 
health and all these things? 

Ah, but the Tbries would 
say that they have put 
MORE money into 
education and MORE 
money into prisons and 
MORE money into health 
and MORE money into ... 

And have they actuary put 
man money into all these 
things? ■ 

Oh, yes. 

And have they got better; all 
these things? 

No. They have just put 
more money in, that's alL 
Don't forget that the Tories 



Miles 

Kington 


find it hard to tell the 
difference between putting 
money into something and 
making it better. 

Isee. So, has it been a good 
election so far? 

Yes, if you have been on 
holiday in Paraguay or 
trapped in a snow-storm in 
Siberia. 

Is there nothing good about 
it at all? 

Yes. It means we have 
beard nothing from the 
Ulster Unionists for a while. 

Is that gpod? 

Oh, yes. For the last six 
months the Tbries had been 


going through the same 
ritual dance of death with 
the Unionists to preserve 
their slim majority, and the 
media had been going sick 
with excitement at the idea 
that the Government might 
tumble. Every time there was 
a dose vote, the media 
would ask the Unionists if 

they would back the 

Government, and the 

Unionists always said, “We 
will make up our minds on 
the issues involved on the 
night" 

What did that mean? 

ft meant they would vote 
for the Government The 
onty time wc ever hear from 
the Unionists is when there 
is a hung parliament 
Consequently, we must ail 
pray that there is not a hung 
parliament 

Have there been anv 
unusual features in this 
campaign? 

res. Both sides arc content 
to remind the electorate of 
the same thing - the record 
or the Tory party. 

They both harp on that? 

Yes. From different angles, 
of course. Tory sources lend 
to emphasise how wise Tory 
policies have made Britain 
the most prosperous country 


in the history of the world. 
Labour sources lend to 
emphasise the way Tory 
policies permitted the BSE 
crisis, the Scott report, the 
E coti outbreak. Black 
Thursday, the running down 
of our public transport ... 

Was the E coli outbreak 
really caused by the Tories? 

No. It was caused by 
Scottish inefficiency in the 
kitchen. When fix id is 
properly prepared, the 
bacteria are killed. But no 
party dares lo criticise the 
voters. 

Are the public in fact 

stupid, dishonest, greedy, etc? 

Of course. In a dcmcicracv, 
most people are unfit to 
vote. Luckily, this is balanced 
by thy fact that most 
candidates are unfit to stand. 

. Tomorrow we ask such 
vital questions as. Are 
Michael Howard and 
Douglas Hogg dead or 
merely locked away in a 
cupboard somewhere to stop 
them speaking? Has anyone 
mentioned Northern Ireland 
at the election? If there was 
a hung parliament, would wc 
JJ go to Ain tree on the 
Monday and vote again? 
Don’t miss Election Forum 
special tomorrow! 
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the commentators 


Ashing to 6 ” Breaking the rules of 
troubled waters the gentlemen’s dub 






T here he stands, plucky 

5jjj® f w 0W - Nq PQsaran! 

JOfln Major cries Thr» 
annada of filthy, thieving Span- 

£**■* 5««*. siealmg our 
fish and our fishing quotas, shall 
not pass! British hearts of oak 
and jolly tars shall rule the Euro- 

fish left m them. Hurray! 

In defiance of the European 
mmsters decision to cut all 
fishing by 30 per cent, to uy to 
aye endangered fish and rescue 
thelong-tenn prospects for the p. 

entire European fishing indus- 1 

try, the Prime Minister an- lOVl 

nounced that he would break rv. 

the law: “I have not a shred of ^Omnr 
intention of cutting the British n f +F 

catch unless and until we have 
a satisfactory agreement on rr 

quota-hopping.” (fit was embar- 1 

rassmgly revealed that, at the 
crucial ministers* meeting, the 2TOVG1 
British minister had failed 10 
speak up at all on the subject.) COUJ 
But how did we, uniquely 
among European countries, -ittn l 
come to sell our precious fishing 1 

S iota licences to foreigners in 0 L. t 

e first place? dfJl 

This is yet another stoiy of the « j 

British government blaming its POST 
own incompetence and folly on 
Brussels. Major’s bluster on fish- u£P 

ing is the BSE stoiy all over 
again, a paradigm of the dis- nQ] 

honesty with which this govern- 
ment has treated Europe and Tf*Qi 

misled the British electorate 
about the nature of the Euro- riivKm 
pean Union and the part we play U.CUJ.UI 

This is the true story of fish- fleet 
ing quotas. Tying to preserve . 
fish stocks, the EU gave each 1T1T 1 
country a fishing quota and a tar- 
get for reducing the size of its YJt 

fishing fleet. The EU offered an 
incentive to ary fishermen want- 
ing to get out of the business, promising to buy 
up their boats and compensate them, paying 
70 per cent of the cost, with each country mak- 
ing up the difference- • 

But, until 1992, Britain refused to pay up 
that 30 per cent to retiring captains, even 
though it meant forgoing the 70 per cent EU 
grant It was the land of short-sighted, short- 
tennist m eann ess that has characterised so 
much of government in the last 18 years. In 
keeping with itsfree-maxket ideology.IJrftain 
allowed the market to rip, and captains to/sell 
then boats and- quotas to- the highest bidders, 
often from abroad. All the other countries 
made full use of the EU compensation scheme, 
forking out the 30 per cent and so virtually 
none of their quotas were sold abroad. So how, 
all of a sudden, is Brussels to blame for British 
fishermen’s lost quotas? 

But what, exactly, is Major proposing? If we 
bought back, the quotas sold abroad we would 
have to offer weft above the current market 
price to persuade foreign owners to seDL And 
we would have to offer the same high price to 
any British fishermen too, so there m ig h t be 
a stampede to sell. The British government 
would end up in the absurd position of having 
bought itself a nationalised fishing fleet at an 
astronomical price. 

The fishermen are naturally outraged ai the 
prospect of any cuts - but their anger has been 
misdirected at Brussels, with much deft encour- 
agement from the Euro-sceptics. Remember 
the bizarre sight of canary-clad Teresa Gorman 
on a Cornish trawler? In feet there are virtu- 
ally the same number of British fishermen as 
there were 20 years ago, and the same tonnage 
of British-owned snips. (Astonishingly, we 



allowed die number of fishing boats to increase 
in the late Eighties, despite EU conservation 
policy.) But not so the fish. They are dying out. 


and no one doubts that there is 
a crisis. In the last 30 years the 
amount of cod in the North Sea 
has come down by two-thirds, 
plaice by half, and haddock by 
three-quarters. 

John Major's last stand on his 
fish bcoc is all empty gesture. But 
can Labour do any better? Yes- 
terday in public they echoed the 
same sentiments: they may 
refuse to rarity the forthcoming 
IGC until quota-hopping is 
„ addressed. But Gavin Suung, 

■ Oily Labour’s spokesman, sounded 

(OVnllAP more emofi/ent: “We are bop- 

j mcc ing that there will be a lot of 
Commentator goodwill, a whole new rela- 
tionship with Europe." He talfa 
Of the Year Of approaching Europe with 
the problem and asking for 
TT-ip help, a positive attitude in a 

^ changed dimate of relations. 

government £* 

j much of its quota. For the EU 
LOLLLCX 6 IXQ to put up money to boy it back 
. - would be generous indeed -but 

UD 121 the Labour's amicable attitude may 

*1 achieve more than Tory sabre- 

9r)R17m rattling. At least they start with 

OUOUL U a dean slate, after the years of 

nncriHrvn rvf atrocious British behaviour. 

pUSlUUn OI The stoiy of fish stands as 
Tioxrlnrr another exemplar of our cata- 
ILxVTTlg strophic European pari. As with 

■1 t 1 . 50 rouch European policy, j 

DOUgTlt whether or not we belonged to 
the EU we would still have to 
itS fili Si make international agreements 

about fishing rights and fish 
riJi+inrmlioeirl conservation. Fish know no ter- 
IiaUUIlclUbtiU ritorial limits, so one country’s 
J? 1 _ -i. _i Q _ self-restraint is destroyed by 
J. Iccl dl dH another's overfishing. National 

- m , j greed, especially in conservation 

mi 13X6(1 anti pollution, can be overcome 

. only by international agreemenL 

PUGG John Major's leaky policy ship 

* was bound to be holed by the 

Euro-sceptic U-boats during the 
ng to buy election. Some 200 of his mutinous crew are 
a, paying firing anti-European salvos in their local elec- 
ltzymak- lion campaigns in a frantic lari bid for the 
lifeboats. even if they sink their ship. Precious 
spay up few polio dans of any party are makmg the pro- 
ns, even European case. And so we have an electorate 
cent EU grown frighteningly anti-European out of fear 
d, short- and ignorance. 

trised so The Europbobes fin the voters' ears with 
years, hi poison about the things Brussels makes us do 
-.Britain or stops us doing - the regulations and the red 
ns to/sell 1 , tape. Butv«heMBaieofbo<frthosesame feir- 
bidders, trade regulations wo& m ourfevour. 
puntries Just a few recent examples: EU judgements 

scheme, forcedthe Italians to give up a luxury car tax 
virtually .designed to drive out British Jaguar. The 
.So how, Greeks were forced to let in British drinks, the 
it British Spanish our chewing gum, the Germans and 
Dutch our car wheels; Oriy airport was forced 
ig? If we to allow BA, flights, France to license British 
re would ski instructors, and everyone to open public 
L market works contracts to British companies. 

;elL And EU pettifogging, nit-picking regulations 
i price to that undermine national sovereignty are the 
night be stuff of free trade, if free trade is what you 
eminent want If not, then everyone else will design tbeir 
if having own pettifogging, nit-picking regulations to 
ret at an ensure that Britain is excluded from tradewith 
them. Amid myths about straight bananas and 
edaithe fishermen’s hairnets, the essential purpose and 
3 as been nature of the European Union eludes a British 
:encour- electorate that has been uniquely misinformed 
member and misled by cowardly politicians. - 
Gorman It is too much to expect Labour in mid- 
re virtu- election toblowthcEunroean trumpet We can 
rmen as only hope that afterwards they will begin the . 
tonnage gradual process of introducing the British to 
igjy, we the benefits of co-operation, instead of hostile 
increase confrontation. Fish will be Labour's first test 
nvation of whether their gentler approach yields richer 
/ins out, rewards. 


T here, is a rifle range 
and U bars but no 
cr&che. The priori- 
ties in the farilmes at 
the House of Com- 
mons say it aH 
A male preserve run like a 

colour from a Teresa tjorman 

blouse or a Harriet Harman 
suit was a striking variation on 
the ranks of navy and grey on 
the benches last parliament. 
But with a change of govern- 
ment now likely , another poten- 
tially far-reaching change is on 
the cards - for the first time, 
more than 100 women may be 
elected to the House. 

There are some who can 
barely believe this is possible. 
Lesley Abdela, who 17yearsagp 
founded the 300 Group to try to 
get as many women as men imo 
Parliament, says she had hoped 
there would be 90. “If there's 
100 I'D be cracking open the 
champagne. J*ll be over the 
moon," she said yesterday. ■ 

A detailed breakdown of can- 
didates and percentage swings 
carried out by the campaigning 
organisation the Fawcett Soci- 
ety suggest that, on current vot- 
ing intentions, women will be 
flexing their muscles at every 
stage of the legislative process 
m the next parliament. With an 
8 per cent swing to Labour, 
there will be perhaps J32 
women MPs - including 92 
Labour and 15 Ibries - out of 
the 659 members. A six per cent 
swing could stfll push the total 
over the 100 mark. And that, say 
women of all parties, could be 
“critical mass . They would be 
no longer the odd ones out, 
square feminine pegs in round 
male holes. 

“MPs at the moment talk as 
if male experience is the norm," 
said Mary- Ann Stephenson of 
the Fawcett Society. “Injecting 
the women's perspective into 
debales is going to be a signif- 
icant breakthrough.'' 

For the Ibries, new feces 
likely to be having their say at 
Westminster include Anne 
McIntosh, a married lawyer, 
and Caroline Spelman, also 
married and a commercial 
negotiator. For Labour, there is 
Louise EDman, a mother of two 
and Open University counsel- 
lor, and Yvette Cooper, an 
economics journalist. Others 
in the running include Barbara 
FoIIett, the image consultant 
and wife of the novelist Ken, 
and Lorna Fitzsnnons. the for- 
mer president of the National 
Union of Students. 

Some well-known faces are 
likely to disappear, of course. 
Edwina Cume looks vulnera- 
ble, and Lhe Conservatives 
could end up with only 10 
women MBs compared with 25 
last time. Glenda Jackson, who 
swapped her acting career for 
Labour politics, has a fight on 
- against four female rivals - in 
Hampstead, north London. 

Regardless of individual for- 
tunes, . Janet Anderson, 
Labour’s spokeswoman on 
women’s affairs, believes the 
overall effect would be huge. 
“First of all visually,” she says. 
“When people turn on their 


by Louise Jury 



A woman’s place hi the House: candidates old and new (clockwise from top left) Barbara FoIIett, Clare Short, Patricia 
Hewitt, Margaret Hodge, Yvette Cooper, Olga Maitland, JuOe Kkkbride, and Oona King 

'■ ' 1 She predicts women would 

___ • i 1 • • take strength in number* and 

Women are poised to gain more power m 

and children, and that the 

Parliament than ever before. The knock-on 
effect will be to change the House’s culture 

- — ■ — - — ■ — - — - Tory MP David Evans, in one 

televisions they will see on our women, she believes. And it is knew the culture had changed of his more controversial out- 
side maybe 80 or 100 women, difficult to reconcile with hav- when a minister asked if he bursts, made his contempt for 
They are less likely to feel it’s ing a family. could leave cabinet 10 minutes his female colleagues clear, 

ran like an exclusive gentle- By contrast, Scandinavian early to pick up his child. You Women in Parliament were 

men’s dub because it won't parliaments are saner, calmer can’i imagine that happening “usually ordinary", he said, 

look like one.” placcsmaking better long-term here." ~ They were promoted even 

The knock-on effect will be decisions, not because the Scan- Women arc not always their when “dead from the neck 
to change the culture of West- dinavians are better than the own best supporters. Edwina upwards", 
minster. “Women are so used British but.because the struct Currie points out that the Tory Lesley Abdela say’s she sus- 

to jugging their lives that they ture of government pays more MP Ann Winterton opposed peeled many of the new crop of 
want to put their time to best respect to women, she ays. help for women with children women would be veiy good, 
use. 1 think women will stand “Men [in Britain] have made going out to work because she not least because they would 
up in the Commons, ay what room for women, but they have thought they should noL And have had to fight particularly 
they have to ay and sit down, not made changes for them." Dame Jill Knight opposed a hard to gel there. But as the 
We may end up with a more Electing women will help to creche at the Commons. numbers increased, the women 

business-like approach." change the system, thereby But Mrs Currie is keen to would be like ihe men - some 

The oppressiveness of the enabling more women to get emphasise the “feminine brilliant, others less so, a refloe- 
present culture should not be into government and revolt]- touch”. She worked with the lion ol the population they 
underestimated. Baroness tionise what and how decisions Ministry of Defence, not on represented. 

Williams, a Cabinet member in are reached. “I think it's going tanks and weapons, but on However, ordinary or not, 

the last Labour government to make the country belter Army bousing. Gulf war svn- the point is that women’s voices 
and new a liberal Democrat, run,” says Baroness Williams, drome and '’bullying. "The will finally make themselves 
says women were an “endan- She joins the Fawcett Society armed forces approach is heard at Westminster. “We're 
gered species" when she was and Janet Anderson in naming macho. I took an interest in a well on the way now. But we 

first an MR a number of policy issues more different way. in a different can’t sit back vet. One hundred 

When she returned under likely to be addressed once tone." down. 2U0 more to go." 


televisions they will see on our 
side maybe SO or 100 women. 
They are less likely to feel it's 
ran like an exclusive gentle- 
men’s dub because it won't 
look like one.” 

The knock-on effect will be 
to change the culture of West- 
minster, “Women are so used 
to juggling their lives that they 
want to put their time to best 
use. 1 think women will stand 
up in the Commons, say what 
they have to say and sit down. 
We may end up with a more 
business-like approach." 

The oppressiveness of the 
present culture should not be 
underestimated. Baroness 
Williams, a Cabinet member in 
the last Labour government 
and now a liberal Democrat, 
says women, were an “endan- 
gered species" when she was 
first an MP. 

When she returned under 
the SDP banner in 1981 after 
an 18-month absence, she was 
reminded what an “extra ordi- 
nary" way it was to run the 
country. “It’s crazy," she said. 
“Most women - and it has got 
nothing to do with ability - find 
that atmosphere intolerable.” 

A system where the method 
of discussion is highly adver- 
sarial and where most of the 
votes take place after 10 pm is 
not one that appeals to many 


women, she believes. And it is 
difficult to reconcile with hav- 
ing a family. 

By contrast, Scandinavian 
parliaments are saner, calmer 
placcsmakiiigbetter long-term 
decisions, not because the Scan- 
dinavians. are better than the 
British but.because the struc- 
ture of government pays more 
respect to women, she says. 
“Men [in Britain] have made 
room for women, but they have 
not made changes for them." 

Electing women will help to 
change the system, thereby 
enabling more women to get 
into government and revolu- 
tionise what and how decisions 
are reached. “I think it's going 
to make the country belter 
run,” says Baroness Williams. 

She joins the Fawcett Society 
and Janet Anderson in naming 
a number of polity issues more 
likely to be addressed once 
women have a grip on power. 
No woman would set up a sys- 
tem of pensions based cm a life- 
time’s ability to work when it is 
obvious that it will not provide 
for many women, they point 
out Child care should move up 
the agenda alongside domestic 
violence and the health service. 

Baroness Williams says: “I 
can remember Gro Harlem 
Brundtland, the [lari] prime 
minister in Norway, saying sbe 


knew the culture had changed 
when a minister asked if he 
could leave cabinet 10 minutes 
early to pick up his child. You 
can't imagine that happening 
here." 

Women arc not always their 
own best supporters. Edwina 
Currie points out that the Tory 
MP Ann Winterton opposed 
help for women with children 
going out to work because she 
thought they should not. And 
Dame Jill Knight opposed a 
creche at Ihe Commons. 

But Mrs Currie is keen to 
emphasise the “feminine 
touch” She worked with the 
Ministry of Defence, not on 
tanks and weapons, but on 
Army housing. Gulf war syn- 
drome and bullying. "The 
armed forces approach is 
macho. I look an interest in a 
different wav. in a different 
tone." 


The Angela factor floors Poor John 
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t i First Mrs Browning, a 


IlfCUlUO fcMV -p- 

on the matter of a European 
single currency, that the party 
should “wait and see”. Unable 

to resist ploying the “patnooc 

card", she embarrasses the 

Prime Minister, who 1 is forced 

publicly to give her the benefit 

of the doubt. 

No sooner has one Angela 
lapsed into obscurity than yet 
' i another, this time Dame Angela 
“ Rum bold, no less, the Tory 
partYfirvice chairman id charge 

of candidates, comes out with a 
. nesounding attack on the^moie 

notion of a common currency. 
“Poor John” was sheepisgK 
obliged to letheroffUghUy- He 

found a form of words to dann 

she did not quite mean what she 

all too dearly said. 

- . ■ What would hwipen were 

. . John Redwood, 

’ j* tfllo, Michael Howard and reter 

LOky to write in die same vem- 

" Wffl tbeir election addresses 

- contain a patriotic defenws ot 
■’ . • isteriinfi as an essential pillar m 

the British way of life? IgJJjJg 
aside the debate on Birope 
1 ‘ which has been permitted to gu 

1 ... by default, John Major cannot 

‘ - V'**; rack members of his .Cabjm* 

: - A?* \ half wot through an election 
< * campaign. He will quite sunpty 

1 ■ hflve- to grin! and bear it. He 



Julian 

Critchley 

What a 
shame that 
Heseltine 
is silent 
and that 
the party 
has not 
had 

leadership 

onEurope 


would be made to look a fool, 
and the party’s divisions made 
even more apparent. 

Yesterdajrs papers were full 
offend tant neadHnes. The Daily 
Telegraph : “Major defied as 
minsters break ranks”; The 
Times: "Ibries rush into ranks 
of Euro -sceptics*; and The 
Guardian: “PM ducks sacking 
rebel ministers". Even Michael 
Forsyth, a cabinet minister, has 
lined up with the Earo-sceptics. 
But he is likely to lose his seat 

If it has not been “sleaze", it 
has been disunity. Sexual mis- 
behaviour is of no importance, 
save to the families of the MP 
concerned. If Piers Merchant 
was a fool, then the editor of 
The Sun vras a knave in offer- 
ing a 17-year-old “night-dub 
hostess” £50,000 in order to 
ensnare him. What is more 


U^l&muvud j-- ~ , 

Greer Associates in recruiting 
various officers of the Tbiy 
backbench trade and industry 
committee to do their dirty 
work for them. 

What has happened to the 
old Tbry party? Did it vanish 
.with the coming of Margaret 
Thatcher? „ . 

In the 1960a, Profumo and 
r ■amhtnn made fove for fun, not 
money. Tbday, David Mellor 
takes the media by storm, a 

used to be remarked vdien I 

was first elected in 1959, that 


Tbry scandals were sexual; 
Labour ones, financial. Eigh- 
teen years of office have seen 
a senes of Tbry MPs embrace 
them both with cheerful 
alacrity. Why? 

There are several reasons. In 
the first instance, the old ballast 
of the party is long dead and 
buried. MPs who entered Par- 
tiamentas an extension of their 
sense of social obligation, or 
who had distinguished wartime 
records, were honourable men. 
They would not have touched 
the Greers of this world with a 
barge pole. If they wished to 
influence government policy, 
they went to see their whips, or 

the minister hicselt 

Secondly, the long years of 
government have seen a sea- 
ebange in the kind of Tbry who 
gets himself elected. The upper 
and the educated classes have 
withdrawn, by and large, from 
constituency activity, leaving 
the choice of candidate to the 
second-rate. It is hardly sur- 
prising that the “new Conserv- 
atives” looked into the mirror 
and plumped for their own 
reflection. 

Thirdly, it is now . the case 
that almost every Tory MP 
wants to become : a minister, 
which was certainly not so in 
the 19405 aadT950s Tbday, 
when unpromoted, they get 
bored. Although the parlia- 
mentary salary and allowances 


have increased steadily over 
the years, most MPs attempt to 
double their income, some by 
writing (as I have done), others 
by . taking advantage of the 
blandfehmenls of lobbyists. 

The same mighL be true of 
the Labour forty, but no lob- 
byist would hire a Labour MP 
to influence a Tory minister, 
and the media seems to have 
turned a blind eye tp the pec- 
cadillos of members ofthe Peo- 
ple’s forty. If Labour is 
returned to office, the situation 
will quickly change. 

The saddest thing about the 
Tbry campaign is not the gim- 
mickry - chickens stuffed with 
out-of-work actors - but the 
way in which the case for Euro- 
pean integration has been per- 
mitted to go by default. 

We threaten Europe with 
non-cooperation yet stul expect 
them to meet our point of view 
over fish and beef. Not since the 
Prime Minister said in 1992 
that “Britain should stand at the 
heart of Europe" has there 
been a concerted effort to make 
the case for a common cur- 
rency. Only Ken Clarke can 
daim credit for a robust defence 
Of a development which it mud 
be in Britain's interest to join. 
Could a Britain isolated from 
Europe stand alone as a trading 
nation in a world dominated by 
the euro, the yen, and the dollar, 
to say nothing of China and the 


countries of the Pacific rim? 
The question has only to be 
posed for the answer to become 
obvious. 

What do we gel instead? A 
defeatism reminiscent of Vichy. 
In which spa will a Portillo-led 
Tory opposition make its head- 
quarters? Will it be teaming - 1 
ton. Bath or Cheltenham? We 
are treated to those two old . 
buzz-words "identity” and "sov- 
ereignty”. Even were there to 
be a United States of Europe. 
France would remain French, 
the Netherlands Dutch, I tab' 
Italian. England and Wales 
were joined in 1536. Has any 
Eurosceptic ever been to 
Cardiff Arms Park to see Eng- 
land play Wales? 

And as for sovereignty, it is 
a commodity like any other. By 
joining Nato we relinquished 
our power to decide between 
peace and war. By transferring 
a proportion of our gold 
reserves to a central bank in 
Frankfurt, we will share sover- 
eignty, noL lose it. What a 
shame it is that Malcolm 
Riflrind has replaced Douglas 
Hurd, that Michael Heseltine 
remains silent on this issue, 
and that the Tory party has not 
had the leadership over Europe 
that it deserves. 

StJuHan Critchley was, until the 
Dissolution, Tory MP for 
Aldershot. 
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US tobacco companies set for 


landmark $300bn settlement 


David Usbome 

New York 

and Jeremy Laurance 

London 


Looking to escape a legal 
nightmare, America’s two 
largest tobacco companies 
have opened secret talks with 
plaintiffs for a settlement that 
could entail a payout worth 
S300hn (f 185bn) - more than 
tbe gross domestic product of 
Belgium and almost as much as 
Switzerland’s. 

Tbe talks, in Wishington, 
denote a remarkable turn-about 
in tbe titanic struggle between 
the tobacco giants and their 
multiple courtroom foes. They 
could also have a favourable 
knock-on effect on legal action 
being taken in the UK against 
tobacco companies. 

industry stocks soared on 
the news an both sides of tbe At- 
lantic. In early trading on Will 
Street. Philip Moms shares 
rose more than 6 per cent to 
$41.50; in London tbe price of 
BAT shares added 28p to 541p. 

Experts warned the negotia- 
tions were at a very early stage 
and faced myriad obstacles be- 
fore they could be concluded 
successfully. Most importantly, 
the central goal of the tobacco 
firms - to obtain immunity 
from all future liability lawsuits 
- would need the passage of new 
laws by Congress. 

Central to that legislation 
would be the creation of a 
smokers' compensation fund. It 
would be fed by the $300bn - 
or whatever figure might be set- 
tled upon - which would be paid 
by the industry over 25 years. 

Under the deaL the tobacco 
companies would also accept 
government proposals to place 
cigarettes under the regulation 
of the Food and Drug Admin- 
istration. abandon all billboard 
advertising and agree to exor- 
cise all human beings from 
their promotional campaigns. 

Involved in the talks, which 


began two weeks ago, are a wide 
range of interests including 
officials from some of tbe 23 US 
states that are suing the indus- 
try, lawyers for tbe numerous in- 
dividual lawsuits also pending 
as well as representatives of 
anti-smoking advocacy groups. 
The White House confirmed 
yesterday it has also been tak- 
ing part m a monitoring role. 

Taking the lead for the in- 
dustry has been Philip Morris 
and RJR Nabisco. Indeed, the 
chiefs of both companies- Ge- 
offrey Bible for Philip Morris 
and Steven Goldstone for RJR 
Nabisco - have both attended 
negotiating sessions. The com- 
panies have been speaking also 
for BAT and its US subsidiary. 
Brown & Williamson, and Lo- 
rillard of Loews Corp. 

That the industry would 
eventually be driven to seeking 
a negotiated truce has been 
widely predicted. In recent 
weeks, it has watched the legal 
pressure a gains t it mount. 

Crucial was the decision last 
month by the Liggett Group, 
America’s smallest cigarette 
company, to strike its own deal 
with the 22 suing states. Liggett 
‘ has handed over industry doc- 
uments that may prove deeply 
incriminating. Also sounding 
alarm bells is a private lawsuit 
just starting in Florida against 
R J Reynolds. 

In the Florida case, the plain- 
tiff’s lawyer is Norwood Wflner, 
who last year won $750,000 in 
damages for a client against 
Brown & Williamson. It was the 
first, time the industry was 
forced to make such a payout 
and possibly the point at which 
it realised that its legal diffi- 
culties were insurmountable. 

Even a few months ago, the 
concessions being discussed in 

the negotiations would have 
been un thinkab le for the in- 
dustry. It was only in 1993. for 
Instance, that the chiefs of all the 
mam companies stood before 
Congress and, under oath, said 


•Tobacco imis introduced to 
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Sources: BAT industries and ASH 


Smoke gets in their eyes; US tobacco groups, faced with multi-billion world-wide 
lawsuits are negotiating a damage-limitation exercise Photograph: Tony Buckingham 


that smoking was not addictive. 
Acknowledging its involvement 
in the talks, the White House 
yesterday put the emphasis on 
keeping cigarettes from minors. 
“We are interested in a certain 
outcome here, which is to pro- 
tect children,” President BlD 
Clinton's spokesman, Mike Mo- 
Curry, said. 

If a pact can be agreed, steer- 
ing it through Congress would 
be monumentally difficult. 
Politicians will be wary of grant- 
ing blanket immunity from 
future litigation or agreeing to 

any thing that might give. the rm- 


pression of letting the industry 
off the hook. 

Indeed, the $300bn figure is 
not quite as mighty as it at first 
seems. Tb pay for it, the US 
companies would need only to 
increase the cost of a pack of 20 


cigarettes by 50 cents, or about 
25 per cent. “That would not 
even be enough to reduce con- 
sumption,” remarked Graham 
Kelderof the Tbbacco Products 
Liability Project of the North- 
eastern Law SchooL 
The benefits of a truce to the 
market values of the companies 
should also be considertd. "The 


cost of the settlement would be 
very minimal relative to the dis- 
count applied to their stocks," 
Roy Burry of Oppenheimer 
Securities said yesterday. 

So far Uttie is known on how 
the talks are pr o gressin g. “Ba- 
sically, what Tm doing is lis- 
tening." Hubert Humphrey HI, 
Attorney General of Minneso- 
ta, said yesterday. “I think tbe 
tobacco industry is in big trou- 
ble and they know it. 1 think 
their proposals still fall short of 
what we’d be interested in.’ 

A deaL meanwhile, mi ght 
rob the tobacco mdustay'smftst^ 


fervent opponents of the feel- 
ing they most yearn -that pun- 
ishment has been delivered. 
“It may be that this is an in- 
dustry that doesn’t deserve 
peace because of aD the harm 
they have done to the public 
over tbe years,” Mr Keider 
suggested. - 

In Britain, lawyers said yes- 
terday a settlement in the US 
would strengthen the band of 
the 23 fbrnre smokers with lung . 
cancer who are suing tbe 
tobacco companies' in a joint 
action. • 


Unemployment hits six-year low 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Figures showing unemployment 
down, earnings growth up, and 


down, earnings growth up, and 
lower-than-forecasi Govern- 
ment borrowing last financial 
year confirmed City analysts m 
tbe view that interest rates 
need to rise after the election 
without dispersing the wide- 
spread gloom about the state of 
tbe public finances. 

The Conservatives were swift 
to point to the buoyant state of 
the economy. A fresh row about 
the distortions to the headline 
□umber of benefit claimants 
could not overshadow a batch 
of upbeat figures on joblessness, 
employment vacancies and pay. 

Kenneth Clarke also repeat- 
ed his claim that the Govern- 
ment budget was on track to 
balance by 2 (XX). But critics said 


the public finances should be in 
a healthier state, even though 
the Public Sector Borrowing 
Requirement (PSBR) last fi- 
nancial year was, at £22.8bn. 
some £3.6bn below target 

The headline unemployment 
rate fell to 6.1 per cent its low- 
est for six years, last month. A 
fall of 41 , 100 took the total num- 
ber of claimants to 1,707,000. 

The Office for National Sta- 
tistics cautiously admitted the 
underlying rate of fall in the to- 
tal was higher than the 15,000- 
20,000 a mouth it had estimated 
before the introduction of the 
Jobseekers’ Allowance in Oc- 
tober. 

Labour repeated its accusa- 
tion that the headline figure was 
fiddled. TUC general secre- 
tary John Monks said; "The fall 
in the numbers able to claim 
benefits is giving a misleading 


impression of improvement in 
the labour market.” 

Most economists thought 
other figures yesterday con- 
firmed the picture of a boom- 
ing economy. The more reliable 
quarterly Labour Force Survey 
showed a drop of 111.000 in un- 
employment to 2,111,000 in 
December to February -small- 


er than the 181,700 drop in the 
claimant count during the same 


claimant count during the same 
months. 

Employment increased by 
135,000 during the latest quar- 
ter, and by 351,000 over the past 
year. Notifications of new va- 
cancies at Jobcentres set a 
record, .reaching 249,500 in 
March. 

The tighter conditions were 
reflected in an increase in the 
underlying growth of average 
earnings from 4.75 per cent to 
5 per cent in February. 


Paul Gregg at the London 
School of Economics said; “All 
tbe indications are that this is 
the kind of labour market boom 
we last experienced in the late 
1980s" 

Separate figures showed that 
a combination of tough spend- 
ing control and higher tax re- 
ceipts than forecast helped the 
PSBR beat the Budget target of 
£26.4bn for 1995/96 by £3.6bn. 
Privatisation proceeds con- 
tributed £4.4bn. 

Alistair Darling, Labour’s 
Treasury spokesman, said: 
“Government borrowing is far 
higher than it should be at this 
stage.” City experts said the big 
problem for the next govern- 
ment would be meeting even 
tougher spending plans for the 
next three years. 

Employment and the 
economy, page 26 


Ecclestone challenged 
over Formula One stake 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Jobs for the girls 
reach all-time high 


Battle of the sexes 


One of the most striking of yes- 
terday's statistics revealed that 
the number of women at work 
reached an all-time high in the 
latest quarter, while the num- 
ber or men with jobs continued 
to decline, mites Diane Coyle. 

There are 11,6 million 
women in employment, ac- 
cording to the latest Labour 
Force Surrey, 5 . 2 million of 
them part-time. Females now 
make np 41 per cent of the en- 
tire workforce, and the pro- 
portion has been rising steadily. 

Even more dramatic is tbe 


fact that as tbe proportion of aD 
women who work has been 
climbing, reaching 54.2 per 
cent, male participation has 
been on a downward trend, de- 
clining to 712 per cent in the 
latest qnartec Within a few 
years more women than men 
are likely to be in jobs. 

This is not just the result of 
employment legislation encour- 
aging the creation of part-time 
jobs in the UK. More and more 
women are going out to work in 
afl the industrialised economies, 
according to OECD Spues. One 
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reason is the increasing depen- 
dence of these economies on ser- 
vice industries. Tbe share of 
services, traditional emphyen of 
women, is increasing, whereas 
traditional male-dominated 


manufacturing industries are 
shrinking relative to the size of 
tbe economy. 

The catch-up also applies to 
educational qualifications, typ- 
ical job tenure and pay. 
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Moves by Benlie Ecdestone, 
the guru behind Grand Frix mo- 
tor racing, to float his Formu- 
la One promotional empire on 
the stock market have become 
embroflled in further disagree- 
ments over the stake in. tbe bua- 
ness he is likely to emerge with. 

Tbp teams involved in the 
sport are understood to be 
deeply unhappy that Mr Ec- 
! destone, who manages lucrative 
: global television rights through 
' his Formula One Promotions 
company, could become a bfl- 
| lionaire from the deaL Salomon 
Brothers, the US investment 
bank, has been appointed to 
prepare a float this summer 
which could value the business 
at up to $4bn (£25bn). 

The dispute has arisen despite 
moves to settle another barrier 
to the flotation in the shape of 
an argument over the so-called 
Concorde Agreement, winch 
divides up revenues from tele- 
vision coverage- Three teams, in- 
cluding the star constructor 
Williams run by Frank Williams, 
had refused to comply with the 
agreement, details of which 
have never been made public. 

The rift over Concorde was re- 
cently repaired after weeks of 
ha ggling, according to industry 
sources. “The suggestion is that 
Berme put his hand in his pock- 
et ana offered some more 
mooey, without putting the other 
teams at a disadvantage,” a 
source close to the sport said. 



ilsa starts: A dispute ov 
Ullams (left) and Benrie 


TV revenues between Frank 
xdestone has caused delays 


thought to be more serious- 
Though a formal announce- 
ment confirming tbe p lans has 
been expected, the teams are stiH 
concerned at Mr Ecclestone's 
role and rewards. Constructors 
are thought to be insisting they 
should emerge with the bulk of 
the share after the float. 

“They are unhappy with the 
set-up foil stop. They just think 
the balance fa all wrong here. No 
one is disputing Benue's con- 
tribution to raising Formula 
One’s public image, but that 
does not give him the right to 
to come away with most of the 
spoils,” said one observer: 

Inadvertently, the planned 
flotation has put a spotlight on 
the vexed issue or precisely 
who owns Formula One, which 
could ultimately see Mr Eccle- 
stone’s control reduced. During 


Short sterling 



medium silt 1 ^ I US long, bond 



the 1980s his grip tightened on 
the television rights for the 16 
yearly races, each watched by an 
estimated 400 million people 
around the world. In 1994 he 
became Britain’s highest paid 
individual, with a salary of 
£29.4m, though this fell to 
£600,000 in the year to March 
1995 for reasons which have 
never been explained 
One advantage of a flotation 
for the teams was that it would 
dilute the Ecdestone influence, 
particularly because Mr Ecde- 
stone is 65 and has no obvious 
heirs to he business interests. But 
some teams are still not thought 
to be reconciled to a flotation at 
alL The source explained; “The 
problem here is that most teams 
are not ran by businessmen, 
they’re ran by enthusiasts. The 
money-making side of the sport 
has always been secondary." 


Morgan 

Grenfell 

fined 

record 




£ 2 m over « 
Young 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Deutsche Morgan Grenfall was 
yesterday ordered to puv more 

San £3m after imro handed 

down the largest fine ever im- 
posed under the Financial ber- 
Act. A £2m fine tor the 
mishandling of investors funds 
by its former star manager re- 
ter Young was almost three 
times higher than the 
record. And it was increased by 
over£lm to cover the investment 
management regulator s costs. 
Imro also indicated it ® plan- 


ning disciplinary action against 
individuals who worked at the 
firm, although it admitted it 
might take another sue to IS 
months before it reached its 


muuuia — 

conclusions. Attention has 
focused on the role of Kotin 
Percy, former chief executive of 
Morgan Grenfell Asset Man- 


Kim 


agement, following Imro’ssug- 
tMMtfinn vesterday that "at least 


litigants are to be issued in the 
next few days as part of the com- 
bined aetkm against Imperial To- 
bacco and GaUabcrs but the case 
is not expected to come to court 
until the end of next year. 

Martyn Day, the solicitor of 
T-gigh Day. and Company who 
is co-ordinating the actions, 
said: *1 am absolutely delight- 
ed. The tobacco companies are 
being forced into these settle- 
ments to survive. They knew if 
they carry on fighting there’s a 
very good chance that they will 
be destroyed.” 

* , - Comment, page 23 


gestion yesterday that "at least 
one member of the hoard of 
MGAM" knew there were se- 
rious problems in its funds five 
months before Mr Young was 
suspended last September. 

Six former executives are 
und er investigation by Imro 
and Mr Young is the subject of 
a separate inquire by the Sen- |t 
ous Fraud Office. 

phiilip Thorpe. Imro chief ex- 
ecutive, said: "The misman- 
agement of these funds has 
caused unnecessary concern to 
an enormous number of in- 
vestors. The firm has paid 
dearly as a consequence of in- 
adequate management control. 

This affair plainly illustrates 
the dangers of ignoring clear 
and repeated warnings.” 

The fine, more than twice an- 
alysts' expectations, dwarfed 
the £750,000 Iitvosco was forced 
to pay for pension fund viola- 
tions concerning the late media 
Tycoon Robert Maxwell. Thai 
was the previous record, ahead 
of a £700,000 fine imposed on 
Jardine Fleming last year. 

It comes eight months after 
Morgan Grenfell fired Mr 
Young for breaking regulations 
by investing loo many of three 
funds’ assets in unlisted shares. 

Five other executives, including 
Mr Percy, were ousted for fail- f l - 
ing to monitor his dealings. 

Mr Young had invested in 
dozens of hi-tech companies, 
breaching the 10 per cent limit 
in unlisted assets that can be 
held bv unit trusts. He con- 
cealed the investments in pari 
through a complicated web of 
holding companies based in 
Luxembourg. The ihrec funds 
affected were MG European 
Growth Trust, MG Europa 
Fund and MG European Cap- 
ital Growth Fund 

Imro said Morgan Grenfell 
International Fund Manage- 
ment _ (MGIFM) "did not 
organise and control its inter- 
nal affairs to ensure its funds 
were property managed” and 
said it "did not act with due skid 

care and diligence when it failed 
to prevent the funds from mak- 
ing inappropriate investments". 

Morgan’s unit trust arm, 
Morgan Grenfell Unit Trust 
Managers, was criticised for 
issuing material promoting Eu- 
ropean Growth fund “without 
property satisfying itself that it 
was fair and not misleading" 

Imro said Mr Young “persis- 
tently acted in a way that abid- 
ed try the letter rather than the 
spirit of the unit trust regula- 
tions. despite giving undertak- 
ings to change his behaviour". 

An Imro spokesman said die 
fine bad been determined by the 
nature of the breaches,' the 
number of investors affected 
and Morgan Grenfell's atti- 
tude towards compensation. 

Comment, page 23 
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Energy Group seals 
£580m Indian deal 
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The Eneigy Group, the coai and 
power business demerged from 
Hanson, will soon reveal further 
US acquisitions, it emerged yes- 
terday, as the company signed 
a £5S0m deal to help buSd a 
large power station in India, 
writes Chris Godsmark. 

The agreement is the biggest 
since February’s demerger and 
follows a $120m (£75m) deal 
last month to buy Citizens 
Lehman Power, a US power 
trading company. 

The power station will be 
bum m the northern Indian stale 
of Rajasthan alongside a coal 
mine to be developed by 


Peabody. The Energy Grump's 
US coal division. The mine will 
start production in 1 W9 with the 
P°wcr plant, lobe designed and 
ty Eastern Group, the elec- 
tricity division, due to start 
generation in 2000, The Ener- 
gy Group will own a 30 per cent 
skike m the project, with die rest 
going to the Hiodusthan De- 
velopmeni Corporation. 

uie group’s attentions are 
about to shift hack to the US. 
with the prospect of a deal in the 
next few weeks to buy power 
generation assets. "The US re- 
mains our kej' area for expan- 
sion. the spokeswoman said. 
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The size of 
compensation for 


tobacco victims is only 
a part of the wider 
settlement problem. 
The headline figure of 
$300bn over 25 years 
is based on the sort 
of settlement already 
proposed by Liggett 
Group, and as such is 
fairly meaningless’ 


Uncertainty will drag on for tobacco industry 


' I ’he only thing that can he stated with csr- 
X tain ty about the giant tobacco settlement 
now under negotiation in the US is that its 
outcome is so uncertain and legally complex 
that it will be many years before we know 
for sure whether it's a runner or not. Oh, and 
there is one other thing; the main benefi- 
ciaries will, as always, be the lawyers. 

That being said, there is no doubt about 
the industry’s urgent need to settle. The cost 
of litigation in the US is estimated at some 
$ 600 to a year at the moment and rising. 
That, it ought to be understood, is just the 
cost of success, for the industry thus for has 
been largely triumphant in seeing off the lit- 
igants. Just imagine how the sums will esca- 
late once the industry starts to lose. 

The size of compensation for tobacco vic- 
tims is only a part of (he wider settlement 
problem. The headline figure of $300bn over 
25 years quoted by the Wall Street Journal yes- 
terday is based on the sort of settlement 
already proposed by Liggett Group, and as 
such is fairly meaningless. The Liggett for- 
mula. of approximately a quarter ofrevenue, 
spread across the industry equates to this sort 
of sum. Gobsraaddng though such numbers 
undoubtedly are, they achieve nothing from 
a public policy perspective if unaccompanied 
by a deal that also brings tobacco under much 
tougher regulatory control. 

All that would happen is that the costs of 
servicing past “victims” would be paid for 
through h igher prices to future addicts. The 
benefit of settlement would all be one way. 


and that would be towards the industry. What 
the White House is after is a deal that would 
address the wider problem of present and 
future generations of smokers, these folly 
aware of tobacco’s dangers, as well as those 
already unwittingly damaged by the habit 
Again, this is no simple matter, lb bring 
tobacco under the control of the Food and 
Drug Administration would require root and 
brand] reform. As things stand, all products 
approved by the FDA are by definition 
“safe". It is not allowed to licence harmful 
substances. Furthermore, to make tobacco 
a prescribed drug would be to destroy the 
industry and make it incapable of meeting 
the liability of present compensation claims. 

As President Bill Clinton is about to find 
out, the Middle East peace talks have got 
nothing on this. 

Imro shows poor 
judgement 

N o-one would disagree that the Peter 
Young scandal was anything but a gross 
failure of management on the part of Mor- 
gan Grenfell’s top brass, one which deserves 
harsh and public punishment. Few, howev- 
er. could agree that Imro's findings yester- 
day, and the record fine banded down by the 
regulator, are a satisfactory outcome to this 
grubby and unhappy affair. 

As to the quantum of the fine,£2m is nei- 
ther here nor there to Deutsche Bank, Mor- 


gan's parent, and the impact of the levy, albeit 
the biggest under the Financial Services Act, 
was rightly shrugged off by anatystsyesterday. 
It may be that the damage to Morgan’s busi- 
ness of its time in the stocks is punishment 
enough, but a fine of less than 1 per cent of 
the blade hole left by Mr Youngs dealings 
means the punishment hardly fits the crime. 

The real problem with Imro’s judgement, 
however, lies in the questions it leaves unan- 
swered. The fact that the regulator has yet to 
reach any conclusions about the individuals 
responsible for the d£bSde is a telling admis- 
sion that it is in no position properly to judge 
the seriousness of the offence. Tne level of the 
fine therefore becomes an entirely arbitrary 
judgement, as does Imro's daim yesterday that 
the compensation Morgan offered its 90,000 
arrestors last December was fair and equitable. 

If Imro hasn’t yet reached the conclusion 
of its deliberations, the question ought to be 
asked as to why it has chosen the middle of 
the election campaign to throw its weight 
around in such a high-profile manner. A 
cynic would say it must have something to 
do with the ambitions of Imro's chief exec- 
utive, Phillip Thorpe, keen to prove, himself 
and not at all averse to playing public hard- 
ball just ahead of the incoming Labour 
administration's restructuring of the City’s 
various regulatory bodies. 

Unfair or not, the point was being widely 
made in the City yesterday. Imro’s postur- 
ing aside, one thing is for sure - the future 
does not look bright for Mr Young's supe- 


riors, at least one of whom, the regulator 
believes, knew. Morgan was selling dodgy 
trusts a foil five months before the balloon 
finally went up. They canexpect harsh, even 
brutal treatment, as welL 
Again the regulator can hardly be blamed 
for w anting to make an example of those who 
perhaps thoroughly deserve their fate. The 
case could equally well be argued the other 
way, that for from being too hard Mr Thorpe 
is being too lenient. He might, for instance, 
have stripped Morgan Grenfell Asset Man- 
agement of its licence. The problem with City 

regulation as it now stands is that the process 
is too opaque and arbitrary to know. 

Look at what’s under 
the economic froth 

N o angle indicator can deliver a cast-iron 
assessment of the state of the economy. 
Recoveries are always patchy, and different 
bits of evidence always need to be weighed 
up against each other. But there could be no 
dearer sign of economic froth than the break- 
neck expansion of two particular types of re- 
tailer: the luxury coffee bars where a 
cappuccino will set you back nearly £2, and 
Lhe speciality candle shop. Remember the 
Fflofax accessories and Belgian chocolate 
shopping spree in the late Eighties? 

Tne row about fiddled unemployment fig- 
ures yesterday was a red herring. It is cer- 
tainty true that the decline in joblessness has 


not been as precipitous as the headline 
claimant count figures would suggest. But 
that docs not mean that the labour market 
has not got tighter. The alternative, and 
more reliable. Labour Force Survey figures 
show a drop in unemployment during the 
past year about three-quarters the aze of the 
decline in the number of claimants! That is 
still a big. and welcome, fall. The ultimate 
test of whether the economy is booming, 
though, is whether the pace of activity is prod- 
ding awake the slumbering inflation monster, 
r Are enough exotic coffees, scented beeswax 
candles and other goodies being sold in high 
streets up and down the land, or at least the 

South-east, to over-stimulate consumer spend- 
ing? Do higher pay and free building society 
shares make higher borrowing costs a must? 
■ The most ominous sign that the answer is 
yes lies in the sudden upward scamper in aver- 
age earnings growth. It has diinbed from 4 per 
cent to 5 per cent since October. 

Even those in the economics fraternity 
who believe everything in the economy is just 
fine are not, when you realty look at their 
position, walking their talk; at the same time 
as talking down die boom, their money is on 
the emergence of more inflationary pres- 
sures. Every single one of the 45 economic 
forecasts listed by the Treasury predicts that 
base rates will be higher by the end of this 
year, including all the City forecasters who 
insist that Lhe recovery is not all that strong. 
These economists, cappuccino drinkers to a 
man, cannot aU be wrong. 


Regan debates whether to open hostilities 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Andrew Regan's Lanica Trust 
was locked in meetings with its 
advisers yesterday as it pondered 
whether to launch a foil-scale bid 
for parts of the Co-operative 
Wholesale Society or back off 
completely. A decision could 
come as early as today. 

Following the publication of 
the CWS results on Monday, 
Lanica is under pressure to 
make a decision soon as it 
would need to open hostilities 
ahead of the general election. 

A Labour government would 
almost certainty spell the end to 
Mr Regan's chances as it would 
lake a tough stance on any Co- 
op break-up bid. There are 16 
Co-op-sponsored Labour MPs 
and six of them have already laid 
down an Early Day Motion to 
oppose Lanicas approach. The 
motion described him as an as- 
set-stripper backed by little- 
known companies in. Monte 
Carlo and was signed by 47 
Labour MPs. 

Mr Regan is known to be 
prepared to back off rather 
than press ahead if his chances 
seem fotile. His adviser costs 
have so far been relatively low 
but these would rise exponen- 
tially if his “bid" went live. 

Chic posable avenue of attack 
would be to call a special meet- 
ing if Mr Regan can secure the 
backing of 10 of the CWS’s 300 
corporate members. 

There was speculation yes- 
terday that Lanica Trust believes 


it already owns part of the Co- 
operative Wholesale Society 
following a deal three years ago 
in which Mr Regan bought the 
Co-op's food manufacturing 
division. 


Sources close to Lanica were 
said to believe that when Mr Re- 
gan’s former business. Hob- 
son. acquired the Co-op’s FE 
Barber subsidiary in 1994, it 
cam e with membership rights of 


the CWS. Though. Hobson was 
sold to HQlsdown Holdings in 
late 1995, speculation suggest- 
ed that Mr Regan found a way 
of separating the CWS mem- 
bership rights from the business. 


This means that if the CWS 
rejected Mr Regan's approach 
but later sold parts of its oper- 
ations to another bidder, Lan- 
ica "Bust would benefit from any 
distribution of the proceeds. 


However David Lyons, Mr 
Regan’s right-hand man, who is 
a director of Lanica and a for- 
mer director of Hobson, yes- 
terday denied that Mr Regan 
had retained any residual rights. 


The CWS said yesterday; “It 
isn’t posable to be a corporate 
member of the CWS without us 
knowing about iL You have to 
be a regional society registered 
under the Friendly Societies 



Part of the family: (from left) Betty Booth royd; Bill Owen; Peter Bottomley; Sue Pollard; Sean Connery; and Lord Attenborough 

‘The first stepping-stone to a 



What do Sue Pollard, Lord Atten- 
borough, Peter Bottomley, Compo, 
Betty Bootbroyd, Sean Connery, Alan 
Bennett, Seamus Heaney. Michael 
Palin, and, it is rumoured, Maureen 
Lip man and Alan Rickman have in 
common? They could, in a small way, 
help decide the fate oT the Co-op, writes 
Chris Hughes. 

As Co-op members, they and 8 
million others elect the CWS board 
who will have to sit in judgement on 
Andrew Regan, If be ever gets around 
to bidding for the business. 


“My mother was a member of the 
Co-op, of coarse. Where I came from, 
everyone was, except the Tories," says 
Bill Owen, who plays Compo in Last 
of the Summer Wine. “The Co-op was 
the Grst stepping stone to a profes- 
sional career." 

Peter Bottomley, the Conservative 
MP for Eltham, has been a Co-op 
member for 22 years. Sean Connery 
was a Co-op milkman and Sne Paflard, 
star of Hi-de-Hi, was once a checkout 
girl in the Nottingham Co-op. 

Lord At ten bo rough’s parents were 


members in Leicester and he adjudi- 
cated the annnal Co-operative Queen 
contest. Michael Palm’s big break 
came when be won best gentleman's 
performance in the 1962 Leeds Co-op 
drama festival. Betty Boothrqyd recalls 
her mother using part of the “dhti", 
die mashers’ dividend payment, to pay 
for her first dancing lessons. 

The Co-operative Wholesale Society 
is Dot a simple organisation. It is made 
op of 51 independent Co-operative re- 
tailers, or “societies" and a handfol of 
co-operative retaDen owned dfreetty by 


the CWS, each of which elect s a rep- 
resentative to sit on the CWS board. 

“It’s fearsomety complicated. You 
wooid never set up an organisation like 
this today But we are the victim of onr 
history" said Iain Williamson of the 
Co-Op Union. 

It costs £1 to become a Co-op mem- 
ber which grants them a share of the 
annual profits and the right to vote 
each other to their society’s board. 

Martin Henderson, CWS spokes- 
man, said: “IPs tike the general elec- 
tion. A £1 share bitys yon a voting right 


career 


to elect a representative. It can’t be 
used to overturn the government or 
change what’s in progress. 

‘An offer of cash to members to de- 
mntnalise would really only be effec- 
tive if they were on the board: And it 
can take op to three years for a mem- 
ber to make their way up to the 
board, ” he says. 

Mr Regan's proposals would need 
the approval of 75 per cent of the CWS 
board's members. They would in turn 
need the support of 75 per cent of the 
board of their own society 


Act." The spokesman said Mr 
Regan had only “bought some 
factories and that doesn’t make 
him a member". 

Hillsdown Holdings said it 
had no knowledge of the Co-op 
food manufacturing business 
ever having CWS membership 
rights. It said it was not aware 
of the issue appearing in any of 
the Hobson documentation. 

It is possible that this specu- 
lation is part of the mis-infor- 
mation surrounding the Lanica 
“bid". The whole issue has 
been conducted in the midst of 
what Graham Melmoth, CWS 
chief executive, has described as 
“black propaganda". 

Mr Melmoth has said that 
even if Lanka receives sufficient 
backing to call a special meet- 
ing it would be outvoted by an 
overwhelming majority. 

The CWS annual meeting 
takes place in Manchester next 
..month. Lanica will not have a 
motion supporting its approach 
on the agenda. However there 
arc thought to be several mo- 
tions backing the CWS’s stance 
and the continuation of its co- 
operative tradition. 

Lanica Trust was thought to 
be waiting for the publication of 
the CWS results on Monday be- 
fore finalising its plans. These 
showed a drop in trading prof- 
its from the non-banking oper- 
ations. The poorest performer 
was the food retailing operations 
where profits were hit by a 
poor performance in Scotland 
after Tesco’s takeover of William 
Low increased competition. 


IN BRIEF 

Industrial output surges in US 

Industrial output in the US jumped by 0.9 per cent Iasi month, 
taking its annual growth to an impressive 5.h per cent. Capacity 
usage in industry rose to 84.1 per cent from 83.6 per cent. The 
surprise surge was due to a broad-based expansion in manufac- 
turing production, led by computers (output up 2.7 per cent in 
March), electrical machinery (up 2.0 per cent) and cars (up 1.5 
per cent). Manufacturing output us a whole was a whopping 6.7 
per cent higher than a year earlier. .Analysis said the figures were 
a clear sign of the economy's strength. Nevertheless, Wall Street 
appeared calm about the latest evidence of robust growth. The 
Dow Jones Index was up nearly 20 points at 6.606.82 by midday. 

BAe shares in orders worth $1.7bn 

British Aerospace celebrated a double bonus yesterday after shar- 
ing in aircraft orders worth Sl.Tbn. .Airbus Industrie, in which BAe 
has a 20 per cent stake, won orders worth Sl-5hn for A330 jets 
from Swissair and Sabena of Belgium. Meanwhile A1(R). the re- 
gional aircraft consortium in which BAe has a one-third stake, 
secured a S200m order from the US domestic carrier .American 
Eagle for 12 ATR72 turboprops. 

Guinness boss gets £100,000 pay rise 

Tony Greener, chairman of Guinness, eschewed previous profit- 
related bonus payments in favour of si £100.000 salary rise to 
£700.000. according to the latest accounts from the brewing and 
international spirits group. Benefits and other perks took his to- 
tal salary package to £75 1 .000 last year, up from £704, 0(H) in 1995. 
Guinness saw pre-tax profits rise by 1 1 per cent to £975m in 1996. 

Eurostar targets business passengers 

Eurostar is launching a first-class service designed to compete 
head-on with the airlines for business passengers. From 28 April 
it will offer a Premium First service costing £370 return - the same 
as a foil-fare business-class airline ticket. Passengers get free taxis 
at either end, fast-lane chcck-in desks and a four-course meal. 

Hepworth sells refractories business 

Hepworth, the drainage pipes to boilers group, has sold its re- 
fractories operation to Alpine Group of the Ub for £62.5m. Hep- 
worth Refractories, which makes heat-resistant bricks and other 
products used in the metal, glass and cement industries, was put 
up for sale Iasi October. 

Cobham reveals European ambitions 

Cobham is looking to play a “pro-active" role in the consolida- 
tion of the European defence industry and hopes the proposed 
sale of the French government's 58 per cent stake in Thomson- 
CSF wiD provide spin-off opportunities. Gordon Page, chief ex- 
ecutive. said after announcing a surge in the company’s annual 
pre-tax profits from £29.8m to £43.7m: “1 wish it was as easy to 
do business in Europe as it is in the US. 
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Oftel moves herald 
mobile shake-out 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Don Cruickshank, (he tele- 
phones regulator, yesterday 
moved to relax restrictions on 
mobile phone operators, 
heralding a shakc-out in the 
industry which could speed up 
price reductions for customers. 

The changes, which apply as 
soon as possible to the two 
newest networks. Orange and 
OneZOne. will give companies 
more flexibility over how they 
sell airtime to consumers. 
Traditionally mobile compa- 
nies haw sold through service 
providers, businesses which buy 
blocks of wholesale airtime and 
sell it to customers. Vodafone 
and Ccllnet were forced to sell 
through service providers in 
the mid- Eighties to encourage 
price competition while the 
market was controlled by the 
two networks. 

The move comes as compe- 
tition between the four mobile 


networks is stiffening, with re- 
cent figures showing Orange 
and One2Qne have this year 
been unexpectedly growing 
{aster than Vodafone or CellneL 

Mr Cruickshank said he 
would also free these older 
networks from restrictions, 
though he was unlikely to con- 
duct a review until 1998. Voda- 
fone and Cellnet still have the 
bulk of the UK’s 7 million cus- 
tomers. He was still concerned 
at the high cost of making 
mobile calk and wanted to see 
speedier progress towards num- 
ber portability, where customers 
could keep their number if they 
switched networks. 

Analysis said the changes 
confirmed the trend towards the 
networks buying up service 
providers, including Vodafone’s 
recent purchase of People's 
Phone. Jim McCafferty, from 
stockbrokers Ho are Govett, 
said: The days of independent 
service providers appear to be 
numbered." 


JJB gets set to win 
a younger market 


Nfeel Cope 


J7B Sports is considering open- 
ing a nationwide chain of sports 
shops aimed at two to 10 year 
olds after a successful trial of two 
stores in Halifax and Lincoln. 

The stores are called JJB Fu- 
ture Stars and sell branded 
sportswear such as Nike sweat 
shirts and Reebok training shoes 
aimed at fashion-conscious 
youngsters and their parents. 

The stores have opened in the 
last few weeks and have been 
trading strongly. Four more 
will open in the next month in- 
cluding shops in Bolton and 
Altrincham. If they mirror the 
success of the first two stores 
then JJB will consider convert- 
ing its smaller stores to the 
Future Stars format as it con- 
centrates its adult ranges in 
larger superstores. 

JJB’s chairman, Dave Whe- 
lan, said: “The results so for 
have been very good. We will 
wait and see how it goes but if 


necessary we will roll the for- 
mat out." 

The stores will stock Nike and 
Reebok training shoes to fit 
even a two year old. Prices are 
high with an EUesse sweat shirt 
priced at £17.99. 

Britain's large sports shops 
have enjoyed soaring sales on 
the back of the huge popularity 
of branded sportswear. This 
has come as retailers of tradi- 
tional childrenswear such as 
Adams and Mothercare have 
been experiencing weak sales. 

Some City analysts expressed 
concern at JJBs latest move, say- 
ing it was a difficult market But 
Mr Whelan said it was a low risk 
strategy as the stores currently 
trading as Future Stars are for- 
mer brandies of JJB Sports 
which bad been closed but 
proved difficult to sell. He said 
the re-fit costs were just £25,000 
per store. JJB will open its new 
superstore on London's Ox- 
ford Street on 25 April. 
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Bre-X bosses netted millions on shares 


Jim Levi 


Directors of Bre-X Minerals, 
the troubled Canadian mining 
firm, made millions of dollars 
from share-dealings last year 
when the stock price was riding 
high, it emerged yesterday. 

While the top directors at 
Bre-X Minerals lost u fortune 
on paper when the share price 
crashed last month, official 
records show that they did cash 
in on the strength of what now 
appear to be outrageous esti- 
mates of the size of gold re- 
serves on its Indonesian 
exploration drilling. 

Transactions recorded by the 
Ontario Securities Commission 


in Toronto reveal that between 
April and September last year, 
the company's founder and- 
president, David Walsh, sold 
300,000 shares at an average 
price of around C$25 netting 
about C$7_5m (£33m). 

Share-trading activity by John 
FekJcrho. his Dutch geologist 
partner and vice-chairman who 
in 1993 first persuaded him to 
buy into the now notorious Bu- 
sang concession, was on an 
even more aggressive scale. 

In one day alone - on 19 
April 1996- Mr Felderhof sold 
C$5-5m worth of shares in sep- 
arate lots of about 2,000 shares 
when thcprice was trading at 
around C$170 (equivalent to 


C$15.45 after a subsequent 
share split). Last night the 
shares were selling at C$2.17. 

In all Mr Wikh, his wife 
Jeannette, Mr Felderhof, his 
wife Ingrid, John Thorpe the 
rompany’s treasurer, vice-pres- 
ident Steve McNulty and his 
wife Nancy and another-vice 
president, Rolando Francisco, 
cashed in over CSlOOm worth 
of shares from April to Sep- 
tember last year. 

This was at the time the 
company claimed that Busang 
might be the biggest gold mine 
in the world - up to 200 million 
ounces worth £30bn - were 
doing the rounds of world stock 
markets. 


According to reports in the 
Northern Miner , the North 
American mining newspaper, 
Michael de Guzman, Bre-X 
chief geologist, who reportedly 
jumped to his death from a he- 
licopter near the Busang pro- 
spect, could have “netted 
himself several million dollars” 
had he cashed in his share op- 
tions when Lhe price was at its 
peak. 

The Ontario Securities Com- 
mission, Toronto Stock Ex- 
change and Alberta Securities 
Commission began its investi- 
gation into Bre-X to gather in- 
formation to enable staff to 
assess whether there is evi- 
dence for formal proceedings. 


MERCURY 
HELPS 
CUT THE 
COST OF 
CALLING 
MOBILES. 


Mercury SmartCall can save 
you up to 15% off die cost 
of calling a mobile, compared 
to BT’s basic rate.To keep 
in touch and keep your phone 
bill down, call Mercury. 
FreeCall 0500 500 366 
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Bodycote acquisitions turn up heat 

The Investment Column 


B odycote International and its 
chairman, Joe Dwek, are two of 
the more successful remnants of 
the ill-fated Slater VMker empire of the 
1970s. They owe much of their good 
fortune to a management team led by 
chief executive John Chesworth, who 
has successfully re-engineered the 
group over the last 18 years or so. The 
last of the original textile interests - a 
bullet-proof vest manufacturer - was 
dumped earlier this month and through 
a series of acquisitions Mr Cbeswonh 
has created one of the biggest inde- 
pendent metal heat treatment groups 
in the UK. 

That helped it yesterday to reveal a 
46 per cent rise in pre-tax profits to 
£27 .6m for 1996. If analysts’ forecasts 
of £46m for the current year are right, 
the figure will have multiplied by over 
10 times is 11 years. The market has 
taken time to recognise these achieve- 
ments. but, after a 32Jp rise to 770p 
yesterday, the shares are nearly dou- 
ble their price IS months ago, putting 
them on a forward multiple of 19. 

This sort of heady rating is normally 
accorded companies at the leading edge 
of technology, yet Mr Chesworth is the 
first to acknowledge that his is neither 
a hi-tech or highly priced line of work, 
describing Bodycote as a plant hire 
business that sells time on its furnaces. 
But its equipment bas proved itself 
more efficient and more reliable than 
others. 

Heavy capital investment, set to 
almost double to £37.6m this year, has 
helped Bodycote grab a significant 
share of the market for heat treating 
other manufacturers' components in 
every industry from aerospace to elec- 
tric band tools, giving them hardness 
and durability. There is still plenty more 
to go for. Bodycote reckons it bas less 
than a fifth of an outsourced UK mar- 
ket put at £l00m, while three-quarters 
of heat treatment work is still carried 
out in-house. 

Despite the modesty of Mr Ches- 
worth ’s description, Bodycote has 
some fairly whizzy businesses. Its com- 
manding position in hot isostatic pro- 
cessing takes it into high-integrity 
applications like aero-engine blades.' 

The outlook for the 18 per cent of 
the group's sales into the currently 
booming aerospace industry is set fair, 
while automotive, a further 22 per cent 
of the business, is looking reasonable, 
at Least in the Anglo-Saxon countries. 
But the main short-term excitement at 
Bodycote remains acquisition-led. 

Last year it spent £l!2m, including 
debt, on 10 purchases, culminating in 
Brukens of Sweden, making it one of 
Europe's biggest heat treatment 
groups. Around three-quarters of last 
year’s profits growth came from ac- 
quisitions and analysts expect Brukens 
to chip in over £10m to this year’s fig- 
ures. It is targeting heat treatment and 
laboratory testing companies in the US 
and talking to some, backed by £20m 
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of net cash which could give it up to 
£80m in firepower. 

Well dear oflast Novembers rights 
issue at 600p, the shares are a firm hold 
as one of the select band of high-growth 
engineering companies. 

JJB figures set 
more records 


T he quoted sports retailers have 
been having a high old time of it 
recently. Buoyed by tbe increas- 
ing popularity of branded sportswear 
and helped by the fragmented owner- 
ship of sports shops, the likes of JJB 
Sports, JD Sports and Blacks Leisure 
have been enjoying huge profits growth 
and soaring share prices. 

JJB Sports, the chain founded by 
former footballer Dave Whelan in 
1971. confirmed the growth trend 
yesterday with another bumper set of 
figures. Profits were 58 percent ahead 
at £203m for the year to 31 January. 
Even more impressive were the like- 
for-like sales figures, which grew by an 
astonishing 38 per cent over the year 
and are also up strongly in current trad- 


ing. However, the latest 11 weeks are 
being set against a weak comparable 
period for last year when bad weather 
affected sales. 

JJB is certainty an impressive story 
and tbe shares have now risen more 
than sixfold since tbe flotation in late 
1994. They jumped another 5p yes- 
terday to close at a record high of 429p. 
It now has 167 stores and opened 25 
new superstores over the year and a 
further eight since the year-end. Next 
year it will open 39 more outlets. 

The company has abandoned its ex- 
periment in Spain and is closing its 
three stores at a cost of £387,000. More 
ambitious, however, is the plan to 
convert some of the smaller stores to 
a new format aimed at children aged 
two to 10. 

Called Future Stars, the plan is to 
capitalise on tbe market for junior repli- 
ca kits and tiny training shoes. This has 
raised some eyebrows in the City as this 
is seen as a risky market. 

While the JJB tale is obviously an 
impressive story, the problem for 
potential investors is its rather fright- 
ening rating. 

On forecast profits of £27m, the 
shares trade on a prospective price- 
earnings ratio of 23, which is higher 
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year 
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than its rivals JD Sports and snbstan- 
tialfy more than Blacks Leisure, which 
is on a rating of 16. JJB is dearly a 
quality company but there may be 
better value elsewhere. 

Cobham steps on 
road to recovery 

✓Cobham b a good case study in the 
■ investment roller-coaster com- 
V— ✓panics can ride if they disappoint 
a market that has Mien m love with 
their strategy. Eighteen months ago the 
market’s perception of the aerospace 
and precision engineering group was 
transformed try its £75m acquisition of 
Westwind, which took it into tbe semi- 
conductor market for the first time. 

Its shares almost doubled in a year, 
jumping to a sizeable premium to the 
market, but disappointment at the 
new acquisition's jprogress has left die 
shares in limbo since. 

Yesterday tbe company set out oa the 
road to recovery with a 47 per cent in- 
crease in profits before tax to £43.7m 
and 24 per cent rise in eamrngc per 
share coming in bang in line with 
analysts’ expectations. More impor- 
tantly, Cobham had an impressive 
order book to show the City and good 
news to tell on Westwind's progress, 
which sent the shares 35p higher to 
6525p, close to the 6693p high reached 
at the end of last year. 

Although sales of its air bearing 
spindles, used to control the manu- 
facture of printed circuit boards, have 
been slower to materialise than brokers 
hoped it now looks as-if once they get 
going volumes will be much higher than 
previously thought New applications 
for the technology, such as the manu- 
facture of scanning devices, look to have 
good potential as well and initial ex- 
pectations that Westwind could grow 
profits at 20 per cent a year have been 
resurrected. 

Westwind is only a small part of the 
group as a whole, so more important 
in anything other than sentiment teems 
was the slew of new orders last year 
such as contract awards for the British 
Aerospace Nimrod 2000 maritime 
patrol aircraft and the GEC Phoenix 
battlefield surveillance syste m. Initial 
deliveries were also made for a tanker 
conversion programme for Boeing. ' 

With the core defence business ar- 
guably in much better shape than a year 
ago, it would not be unreasonable for 
Cobham’s shares to recover the pre- 
mium rating they lost last summer. On 
the basis of forecast profits before tax 
af£49m this year and £55-5m next time 
the shares trade on a price/eamings 
ratio of 18. falling to 16. That accounts 
for most of the good news, but analysts 
believe the recovery could continue to 
as much as 700p in the medium term. 
Good value. 


Strong sterling 
alarms Reed 



M^iiib Grimond 

Further concerns over the 
ivoiced 

' two of Britain’sbiggest com- 
panies yesterday when Reateis 
and Reed Elsevier warned that 
the currency could have a sig- 
nificant impact on profits this 
year. 

Peter Job, Reuters’ chief ex- 
ecutive, told shareholders 
attending the electronic infor- 
mation group’s annual meeting 
that both profits and Mmmp 
would be virtually static in the 
first half of 1997 if the pound 
continued at current levels. 
The news pushed the shares 
down 8p at one stage, before re- 
covering to end tbe day 3p 
lower at 589p. 

First-quarter revenues have 
been cut by 2 per cent to £699m 
tty currency factors, bat under- 
sales growth in tbe first 
; months was 8 per cent and 


Reuters said there had been no 
impact on the fundamental 
business. 

“Steding^ strength continues 
to have a negative impaca on 
our reported figures " , Mr Joo 
said. “Meantime, the business 
is performing much as we ex- 
pected. We mainly invoice in 
local currency ah over the world 
so sterfing exchange rate move- 
ments are not having any imparl 

on unit sales.” 

Fears -over the impact or 
translating overseas profits into 
a higher sterling were echoed ai 
Reed’s annual meeting yester- 
day. Irvine, chairman of 
Reed International, the Bntisb- 
- quoted end of the business, 
told shareholders that if sterling 
maintained its current strength 

against most other currencies it 
would have a “marked effect on 
the repotted results, particularly 
in the first six months to June 
30 from 1996” 


thai the neg»d« 
rency translation did not 

S iU-rfytas 

formance of the , 

all, the businesses continued u> 
perform well,” he said- 
jReuteis also waniL ^,^^. 

dstythatcomputcrproW^a 

lated to the switch to the scat 
2000 was hampering its t ftoa 
to develop new products. Mr 

JobWthis Aect of the 
change of date on existing 
ware was a serious issue with 
wide ramifications. “There is a 
lot of work to be done and we 
will eat up some effort that 
would usually go in to new 
product development. w 

Reuters was unable to report 
any progress on plaas to rem- 
state last year s share buy 
which was derailed by a last- 
minute tax change from the 
Chancellor Kenneth Clarke. 


Scramble expected for 
shares in Aston Villa 


Jfan Levi 


A frantic (goalmouth scramble 
for shares m Aston Villa looks 
in prospect despite the end-of- 
season blues afflicting the 
shares of most quoted soccer 
clubs. 

Villa, fourth in the Premier 
League, is file latest to join the 
City’s growing list of stock mar- 
ket entrants and today’s 
prospectus will detail plans to 
raise between £15m antf£20m 
vmh the placing of new shares. 

The listing is expected to 
value the company at up to 
£140m. Financial institutions 
have promised to put up tbe 
bulk of the newmoney. But Vil- 
la fans, who indude 20,000 sea- 
son ticket holders, have been - 
earmarked about 25per cent of 
the new equitydn offer. Among ' 


those season ticket holders are 
Ibny Hales , chief executive of 
drinks giant Allied Domecq. 
and Mervyn King, economics 
director of the Bank of England. 
Mr Hales is joining the Villa 
board as a non-executive. 

The biggest club in Birming- 
ham, VUla has been a consistent 

*.L - ** f r* i* 


soccer, winning the Coca-Cola 
Cup twice in the past five years 
and playing in European com- 
Toon in three out of tbe past 
.jt seasons. 

That consistency is reflea ed 
in tbe financial results. The 
dub has made profits in all but 
cme of the past 10 years. Thanks 
to healthy gate receipts and tele- 
vision deals, operating profits 
last year, before net spending on 
new players, reached £6.1m on 
turnover of £l8.8m. 


Separately, the rival West 
Bromwich Albion club in the 
West Midlands, quoted on 
AIM, yesterday announced a 
sharp upturn in half-year prof- 
its from £129,000 to £30 1 .000. j. 

The shares, however, at £200 
each are well down from their 
recent peak of £280. 

In Lenin results were also re- 
leased by Caspian Group, owner 
of Leeds United, that reflected 
the impact of net spending of 
£7.9m on transfer fees. Despite 
raising £5 -3m from the sale of 
children’s TV rights in Padding- 
ton Bear, Juniper Jungle and the 
Shoe People, the group made an 
after-tax loss of £2-63m. Atten- 
dances seem to be holding up 
well and television revenues 
showed a marked increase fol- 
lowing a better deal between the 
League and BSkyB. 
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Losses at Blockeys worsen to £2.7m 

Blockeys, the budding materials group, reported a deepening of 
pre-tax losses from £581,000 to £2-7Lm for 1996, and warned it 
was being affected by a continuing decline is construction activity, 
coupled with falling selling prices. “Industry stocks remain at over 
£l.lbn, representing over 20 weeks’ supply at current demand 
levels, which will add further pressure on the pricing policy in 
the industry,” a company spokesman said. 

J&J to offload Biocompatibles shares 

Johnson & Johnson wants to seD 1 miffion shares in Biocompatibtes 
International, which will reduce its stake from 6.4 to 43 per cent. 
J&Ts planned disposal follows the release last month of the lock- 
up provisions entered into by the main shareholders at the time 
of Biocompatibles’ flotation a year ago. 

Capital Radio sells television studio 

Capital Radio has agreed to sell its television studio, Capital Stu- 
dios, to Prospect Media Group for£23m cash. In addition, Cap- 
itol Studios has paid a pre-completion dividend to Capital Radio 
of £135m. Capital Radio will invest £lm in Prospect m return 
for a 20 per cent shareholding in the enlarged Prospect group. 
For the year ended 30 September, Capital Studios generated a 
profit before tax of £60,000 on turnover of £2. 6m. 

Ceramic supplier’s shares Flare 

Shares in Flare Group jumped by lip to 140-5p after the indus- 
trial ceramics supplier released better-than-expected full-year fig- 
ures. Pre-tax profits leapt from £800.000 to £33m. The company 
said it hoped to expand further this year. 

Stagecoach to sell Swebus Norge 

Stagecoach Holdings announced the sale of Swebus Norge to 
Norgebuss Invest for £7.9m. Swebus Norge is the holding com- 
pany of the group’s Norwegian operations and operates 250 bus- 
es in centra] Norway. 

BICC signs cable venture in Thailand 

BICC has signed a joint venture with Thailand’s United Com- 
munications Group to make and market optical fibre communi- 
cation cables in Thai] and. BICC said it planned to build a £12m 
cable manufacturing facility in Thafland. 

Pemberstone makes new offers 

Pemberstooe made new recommended offers worth. £14 37m for 
First Rredator Phis, Predator Three and Thmwortb Assets. Agree- 
ment has also been readied for Pemberstone to make a recom- 
mended offer next month for Predator, and a separate £4.83m 
takeover bid for South Eastern Recovery Assured Homes. 


Mowlem float 
plan to value 
SGB at £100m 


Tom Stavmson 

City Editor 
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John Mowlem is to float off 
SGB, its scaffolding subadiaiy, 
in a share placing that will 
value the company at about 
£100m this summer. The return 
of SGB to the stock market 
comes 11 years after Mowlem 
bought the business for £ 160m, 
although the company said dis- 
posals since meant the two fig- 
ures were, not comparable. 

Bob Stokell, chief executive, 
said: “SGB is recognised as a 
leader in access products, and 
serves a world-wide market. It 
has an ability to provide inno- 
vative solutions to the most 
complex of client demands. As 
an independent company, SGB 
will be able to develop further 
an already strong brand name.” 

SGB, founded in 1903 and 
floated on the stock market in 
1922, is one of the world's 
largest companies involved in 
the manufacture, sale and hire 
of access equipment for the con- 
struction industry. As well as ac- 
cess products for the new build 
construction market, it pro- 
vides scaffolding equipment for 


buildings and pipeline .structures 
in the oil, chemical and steel 
industries. 

Mowlem will keep 51 percent 
of SGB's shares after the flota- 
tion and directors will be given 
so far unspecified stakes in the 
business, which currently em- 
ploys around 4,000 in 125 
locations in 20 countries. 

For the financial year to De- 
cember, SGB recorded pre-tax 
profits of £16m (£ 11.7m) on 
turnover of £263 .2m. Mr 
Stokell. who joined last year 
when Mowlem’s chairman, Ken A 
Minton, poached him from his f 

own former company, Laporte, 
said he had targeted an increase 
in SGB’s return on sales from 
about 6 to 10 per cent and a rise 
in return on assets from 10 to 
18 per cent. Brokers have fore- 
cast operating profits of £l8m 
for SGB this year. 

As well as Mr Stokell, Mow- 
lem has also appointed Stephen 
Yapp, former finance director 
of Hadleigh, the storage tank 
company. 

The two plan further ratio- 
nalisation of SGB’s UK busi- 
ness, reducing its manufacturing 
outlets from seven to two. 


CINven set to seal 
£lbn heathcare deal 


CINven, the venture capital 
group hived off from British 
Coal, is holding exclusive talks 
with the French industrial con- 
glomerate, Compaguie Gen- 
erate des Eaux (CGE), which 
could result in a £lbn manage- 
ment buyout of its healthcare 
divisions in the UK and France, 
writes Chris God sm ark. 

The deal, financed with a mix- 
ture of debt and equity, is easily 
the largest since CINven was 
separated from British Coal 18 
months ago. It follows its fi- 
nancing of the management 
buyout of the Compass cawrino 
group’s healthcare arm for 
£180m in 1995. CINven is 
though to have beat off stiff 
competition for the bid, which 
could be sealed by the summer. 


The announcement is 
other significant boost for 
venture capital industry, ud 
has come under the spotli 
following deals to sell two 
vatised railway rolling si 
leasing companies over the i 
year. Managers and veni 
rapital backers c merited \ 
hundreds of millions o'fpmi 
in windfall profits less tha 
yew after the state sell-off 
CGE has already stated il 



The sale will raise specui 
that the businesses wi 
flimted on the stock marl 
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Health shares provide a tonic for election lethargy 


S dm« k m f rket *** h »oked 
“opSS wtth some of the sec- 

SSS 2 K a, *«™*“»- 

ffipas-ssss 

trading was subdued with the 
pouttcal war-of-words duffine 
the enthusiasm of many j £. . 
^jjstorejceeping them on the 

Even New York could not 

of hesitancy the market for a 
hme drifted into negative ter- 
ritory only to stage a modest 
late rally when the Dow Jones 
Average added a few points; 
rootsie closed 7.8 points hist 
er at 4.294.6.- 
Health shares stru ggl ed 
against ■ 


Cdoech jumped 34p to 59L5p 
following whispers of inter- 
esting developments and 
Cortecs International put on 
43p to 280p on stories Nomu- 
ra had put out a buy signal 


ahead of a progress report on 
the group’s osteoporosis treat- 
ment Others higher included 
Scotia, stm struggling to re- 
claim earlier ground, and ML 
laboratories, which seems to 
have come out of a Jong, un- 
comfortable dive. Otinsdenoe 
finned 3.5p to 3$4p with 

1 fhirwn BtothflS gifj »esting a 

SOOp target. 

But Shield Diagnostic re- 
mained under the weather, 
off 17 Jp to 6&L5p, despite a 
UBS presentation, and recent 
high flyers Drew Sci entifi c, 
down 5p to 140p, and ‘ttgmeJ 
life, on 7p at 105.5p, contin- 
ued to sink nearer earth. • 

The Glaxo TOBcome giant 
endured a two-way pull, end- 
ing 5p higher at UT21.5p_ In 
early trading the shares were 
ruffled by stories from New 
York casting new doubt on its 
Lamivudine hepatitis B drug. 
Shares of Bfechem Pharma, 
winch discovered the treat- 
ment, were hit oh Nasdaq on 


MARKET REPORT 


DEKEK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


suggestions that two invest- 
ment bouses were making cau- 
tious noises about the 
treatment, trailed at a confer- 
ence last week. 

The shares, however, were 
later lifted by details of a new 
migraine drugto be marketed 
in Europe. The treatment, 
Naxamig, has been approved 
for use in Sweden and is being 
studied by various regulatory 
authorities. 

Elsewhere utilities, after 
their storming performance, 
ran into profit taking. Nation- 
al Power was dipped 10-5pto 
530p and Rsriltr&ck Sp to. 452p. 
- It was not all one-way traf- 
fic. PowerGen finned to 64 2p 
and Southern Electric, the last 


independent regional distrib- 
utor, was given a further 


The shares, in bnsk trading, 
gained another 9 p to 444_5p, 
only 9p below their peak. The 
bid rumour was vague, sug- 
gesting a US group may un- 
settle the election campaign 
with a strike for control 

Other privatised shares did 
well BAA, the airports group, 
continued to hash in SBC War- 
burg approval, climbing 12p to 

52&5p- British Airways was an- 
other flying hi gh on the back 
ofWaitwrg, up 15.5pm 68(h5p. 

BAT Industries was puffed 
up 28p to 541p on talk of a set- 
tlement in the US tobacco lit- 
igation saga and Thte & Lyle 


was again sweetened by mut- 
ed takeover gossip, up &5p to 
44&5p- 

Banker HSBC outper- 
formed its sector with a 23-5p 
gain to l,54Z5p. Dresdner 
fae inwor t Benson prompted 
the gain by potting a l^OOp tar- 
get on the shares. 

The two quoted cider mak- 
ers were active. It seems HSBC 
James Capel caused the fer- 
ment by lowering its rider es- 
timates. 

HP Bolmer responded by 
saying ics volume was up 4 per 
cent last year and it was think- 
ing about increasing its £29m 
marketing spend. Its shares 
ended unchanged at 569p 

white struggling rival Matthew 
Clarfc lost ll-5p to 310-5p. 

LocnsYarity gave up lAp to 
19&5p with BZW saying seD 
and Salomon Brothers sug- 
gesting buy. 

Optometries, the optical 
equipment company, added 
another 4p to 26.5p on the ar- 


rival of a consortium and 
Hreeport Leisure, ninning out- 
of-town factory outlets, rose 
22p to 15&5p, reflecting the 
C&J Oart deal with MEPC 

Middlesex Holdings, with 
financial and steel interests in 
the former Soviet Union, 
gamed Q.5p to 825p. just be- 
low its 12-month high. Year’s 
results are chic next month with 
some looking for profits to top 
£10m against £5 2m last time. 

Dixon Motors revved up 

23p to 31&5p after chairman 
Donald Driver said trading 
this year was “considerably 
ahead of last year and well 
ahead of budget”. His com- 
ments prompted ABN Amro 
Hoare Govctt to lift his year’s 
estimate from £7 -5m to £7. 8m. 

Pfttencrieff Resources, the 
oil group, held at 42^p. Alter 
the market closed it disclosed 
a 60p-a-share US offer could 
be on its way. Gothic Energy, 
quoted on Nasdaq, is the 
predator. 


Taking Stock 


O Bala Resources, tka oil 
tiddler with L6 billion shares 
in issue, has new problems in 
the former Soviet Union. Its 
hopes to have more produc- 
tion flowing soon at its 
Salymskoye oilfield have been 
dashed by an early spring. It 
Is undertaking a revi e w of its 
Saiymskoye programme. The 
setback follows the departure 
of chairman Jim Stanley who 
resigned this week to “pursue 
his other mining interests*’. 
There have, ho wuci; been 
rumblings of discontent 
among shareholders with 
claims 15 per cent of Ihe cap- 
ital backed a Stanley-must-go 
campaign. The shares fell 
OJp to Up. 

O More 5 million 
shares of healthcare group 
Biocompatibles International 
were placed at U335p. Some 
came from US giant Johnson 
Sc Johnson. The shares 
shaded 5p to IJ60p. 
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How employment can boom 
without busting the economy 


T here h«s been more good 
news on the unemployment 
front this week - there is less of 
it than there was. No matter haw 
fiendishly the Government has 
fiddled the headline figures, all 
measures of joblessness show 
that the economy is growing fast 
enough 10 reduce the total. 

While this news is genuinely 
welcome, it raises two questions. 
First, do further reductions in un- 
employment depend simply on 

faster growth and if so how far can 

this go before the next government 
has to put the brakes on the econ- 
omy to prevent inflation rising? 

Second, who is getting the new 
jobs? How the new jobs are shared 
around is as important for social 
reasons as how many there are. 

The latest two months' worth of 
official statistics have set the infla- 
tion alarms ringing because they sug- 
gest that the jobless count has fallen 
rapidly enough to send wage infla- 
tion higher. Underlying growth in av- 
erage earnings has risen to 5 per 
cent, which is about the highest con- 
sistent with the IS per cent inflation 
target if the economy's long-term 
potential growth is about 15 per 
cent. Business surveys suggest that 
skill shortages have become wide- 
spread and, in the service industries 
in particular, employers are worried 
about pressure on salaries. 

The conventional wisdom is 
therefore that the booming economy 
can. and will take unemployment 
lower but it is happening alarmingly 
fast and stoking the inflationary fires. 
The economy Is breaking the “speed 
limi t" on the rate at which unem- 
ployment can safely j»!L 
Economists and politicians alike 
stress the need to reduce jobless- 
ness - especially among the young 
and the long-term unemployed -by 
"supply side" measures such as 
training, job search support and 
even the withdrawal of benefits. 
Few will say instead that they think 
there is a need to boost demand in 
the economy even farther. 

But could this conventional wis- 
dom be wrong? A book of essays 
published today* challenges it from 
a variety of left-wing perspectives, 
some more likely than others to win 



Diane 

Coyle 

6 An accountant 
who sells burgers 
is really 
unemployed, 
argues Lord 
EatwelT 

converts. One of the least likely to 
sway the orthodoxy comes from 
Labour peer John Harwell, who 
stretches the definition of unem- 
ployment to argue that there is 
plenty of scope for extra demand 
to reduce it. Following Lhe works 
of eminent Cambridge economist 
Joan Robinson in the 1930s, Lord 
Eatwell argues that there is a great 
deal of disguised unemployment 
He defines this as all the people 
doinga job where their productivity 
is below their potential. If you are 
a qualified accountant but can 
only find work selling hamburgers 


then you are realty unemployed, in 
his view. His estimates make the 
“real" unemployment rate about 12 
rather than 6 per cent. 

If you accept this case, there is no 
inflationary danger in boasting de- 
mand in the economy. There are 
people productive, skilled and effi- 
cient enough to meet all the extra 
demand. They can move out of the 
less skilled into the more skilled jobs, 
and their placeman be taken by the 
rest of the unemployed. This argu- 
ment has something going for it at 
the depths of a recession but the es- 
say does not address how much dis- 


cyde nor how low it might be 
□aw. After five years of economic 
recovery, it must be fix lower. 

A more convincing case is made 
in a separate essay by Peter Robin- 
son from the LSEs Centre for Eco- 
nomic Performance. He points out 
that the reason everybody thinks 
falling unemployment will trigger 
higher pay inflatio n is that rising un- 
employment has been accompanied 
by sharp falls in earnings growth 
during the two most recent reces- 
sions. But the evidence so far is that 
there is an asymmetry. As the 
chart shows, moves in the opposite 
direction have not, during the past 
two cycles, had as big a pay re- 
sponse. “The fall in unemploy- 
ment required to produce a given 
increase in wage inflation was sig- 
nificantly greater than the rise in 
unemployment required to produce 
a given reduction in wage inflation.” 

This is cheering stuff for anybody 
who thinks it worth boosting the 
economy by as much as it takes to 


Pay VS Jobs 





reduce joblessness even further. But 
Mr Robinson himself argues in 
favour of a slow move simply be- 
cause we carmot be sure how much 
further it is possible to go without 
paying the inflationary price. We 
have already had a long expansion 
of the economy, and there have 
been no adverse shocks such as the 
oil price jumps of the 1970s for 
nearly two decades. “The new 
labour market regime in the UK has 
yet to be really tested,” he writes. 

So the conventional wisdom 
comes out on top. Perhaps a more 
useful thing to focus on, rather than 
the unemployment total, is the 
question of hew work is shared out 

A report this week from the Em- 
ployment Policy Institute also con- 
cluded that falling unemployment 
was about to crash into the infla- 
tion barrier. But even if h were not, 
there is a large core of “structural” 
unemployment that is simply not 
amenable to higher demand. There 
is nobody in work in about one in 
five households in Britain. Nearly 
two-fifths of job seekers halve been 
out of work for more than a year 
- twice the size of the long-term 
unemployment component two 
decades ago. Middle-aged men’s 
participation rate has fallen sharply 
since the late 1970s. And there is 
a lot of evidence that education and 
training are not fitting many young 
people for jobs. 

Toe EPI reaches the conclusion 
that “supply side” policies are ex- 


actly what is needed to tackle these 
unfairnesses which, if allowed to 
persist, will tend to boost poverty, 
homelessness and crime. It favours 
the “welfare to work” philosophy 
of New Labour and the Liberal De- 
mocrats. The catch is that this 
probably won’t work if it is done on 
the cheap. Director John Phflpott 
charges all the parties with w isnfiil 
thinking at best, sheer hype at 
worst. But at least they deserve the 
credit for going beyond the wish- 
ful thought that a bit of a boost for 
the economy will solve the problem. 

* Employment and Economic Per- 
formance, ed. Jonathan Michie and 
John Grieve Smith, Oxford Univer- 
sity Press, £15.99 paperback. 


Two American bakers who 
have gone quite barking. . • 


We'Ve had superstores for pets, 
insurance for pets, now standby 
for Europe’s first dog bakery. 

Beagle Bagels, Hound Dog 
Hearts, Pup Thrts and Big Scary 
Kitties are just a few of the 
gourmet dog foods available in a 
range of stores being opened in 
Londo n this Friday. 

The PESMAKT superstore 

chain is, of course, the b rainchild 
of two Americans, Dan Dye and 
Mark Beckloff of Kansas City, 
who aim to have 25 stores open 
world-wide by the end of the year. 

Dan and Mark oo ffine their 
philosophy in a book of canine - 
recipes titled Short Tails and 
Treats from Three Dog Bakery. A 
flavour of the. book can be gained 
from the introduction: “This is 
our own wags-£o-riches story of 
how we came to start the world’s 
most unique bakery- a bo Deified, 
five-paw bakery - for dogs. Ours 
is a Canine Confectionery, a 
Pooch Patisserie, a Mecca For 
Mutts where dogs go to see and 
be seen, nibble and be nibbled, 
sniff and be sniffe d " 

It’s obvious that if puns were 
pounds, Dan’a’Mark would 
already be as rich as Warren 
Buffett If yon don't fancy the 
book, they can also be contacted 
via their website: 
http^/www.threedogxorn. 

How very odd. I thought we in 
Britain were supposed to be living 
in a “ post-industrial society” , with 
all the economic expansion com- 
ing from services. Not so, acoord- 


wntten by Dr Philip Beresford, 
which reveals details of over 5,500 
millio nair es fa the UK. 

Dr Beresford writes: “The ‘ 
largest grouping of British 
millionaires (143 per cent of the 
total worth £17bn of wealth) is to 
be found in industry, followed by 
property (1Z2 per cent with 
£I4.495bn of assets) and the City 
(10.5 per cent with £lZ44bn of 
wealth).” 

So all those metal bashers from 
“oop North” are in fact far better 
off than the stripy shirts in the 
Square Mile. The message for 
ambitious Oxbridge graduates is 
dean Head for Birmingham. 

And if you’re pondering 
whether we’re at the hoisting 
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Taking the dog biscuit: Pooches can now enjoy bagels and t 


point of a 19805-slyte maifcct 
bubble. Dr Beresford adds a 
worrying parallel with that diz^ 
decade; attitudes to wealth axe re- 
turning to the “if you've got it, 
flaunt it” variety. 

For instance. Tiny Rowland 
(formerly of Lonrho) phoned Dr 
Beresford no less than seven 
times to ask where he was in the 
rankings of the rich. 

And another rich person sent 
Dr Beresford a photo-copy of his 
Nationwide pass book just to 
prove that he really was worth a 
million quid. Pass the Body! 

Congratulations to Nigel Whit- 
taker, once one of the City’s 
highest paid pr men while at 
Kingfisher, who has popped up as 
UK Chairman of Burson- 
Marsteller, the global group of 
Spin doctors. 

Mr Whittaker trousered a hefty 
pay-off when he left Kingfisher in 
a board room reshuffle two years 
ago. which was prompted by a 
profits warning. Trained as a 
lawyer, he began a 13-year stint 
with Kinj^fisher in 1983 at the 
age of 34 as executive director re- 
sponsible for corporate affairs. 

During that time Mr Whittaker 
helped fight off Dixon’s hostile 
bid in 1986, spent four years as 
human resources director for 


Wbohvonhs and three year* as 
chairman of B&O. 

A keen marathon ninner. Mr 
Whittaker founded his own pr 
consultancy after lea\ing King- 
fisher. and will continue his inde- 
pendent consulting activities 
while at Burson-Marsteller. 

One of my colleagues Jim Uni 
has jast suggested a possible solu- 
tion to the Millennium Time- 
bomb, which is forecast 10 cost 
world business ShOObn putting 
their computer systems right. 

The problem is that computers 
will be unable to distinguish be- 
tween the year 2000 and the year 
1900 because they have tradition- 
ary only operated using the Iasi 
two digits. Thus the millennium 
heralds the spectre ol global com- 
puter meltdown. 

Jim proposes that all 
computers should he left to pre- 
tend that the vear 2000 is really 
1900, leaving us a century to sort 
things out. 

Obviously this wouldn't work 
with computers holding records 
that actually go back to the year 
1900. But there can't be too many 
of those, surely. 

Mr Levi awaits his Nobel Prize 
for World Peace. 

John Willcock 
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Other Spot Rates 

Country 

Argentina 
Austria . 
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China 
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16224 
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-Da Bar rates quoted as reoprocals. 

For me latest toranji exchange rates call 0891 123 3033. 
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Interest Rates 


UK 


Germany 

US 
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[HE INDEPENDENT • THTO^v „ . ^ 


Balding’s Hidden talent 
given Free expression 


Racing 

GREG WOOD 

reports from Newmarket 

Hie Free Handicap is supposed 
to be the irritating little broth- 
er of the major Classic trials at 
the Craven meeting, yet in re- 


Vas Started to grow up. Since 
two Guineas winners, 
Mystiko and Harayir, have 
started their season in this 
strange little event which sits 
midway between the Pattern 

and the great mass of handicaps 

below (the Craven Stakes itself, 
by contrast, cannot offer a sin- 
gle Classic winner in the same 
period). Plenty of the spectators 
bere yesterday believe that its 
record may improve still further 
on 2,000 Guineas day. 

Most significantly, they in- 
cluded both Ian Balding, who 

Jr Newmarket -ZOO ll 


sam w 

flr’Mbot M 8-1 8-1 H 

Brerti Solera B-l »l M. SI 

ianmmut m m »i »i 

aHflMg m. li-i mm 

iMtiPitei m jgj am 
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Maad Iftl 16-1 12-1301 

•ftcShcf 18-1 iftl 2M.au 

tatt Of Abbot 18-1 IB-1 281381 

Steer face 281 a»M. 18-1281 

Barite 2S1 381 181 181 

Ratal 281 23-1 30-1 2E1 

Fttotelteg 33-1 381 281 281 

Qbr tender 381 381 2B-1334 

tad Brian B81 5D-1 33-1 50-1 

Ok/Mwa quttrftaia ptn) 1 2 4 4 

c- cm k - win «. l- mu« t-t»to 


saddled Hidden Meadow to 
wm the Free Handicap by five 
^flustered lengths, and Lan- 
franco Dettori, the man he 
helped into the plate. “The 
winning margin says it all,” 
Dettori said. “He’s got a great 
mnsing speed and a bit of a 
fade, and you’ve got to respect 
anything that wins a trial by five 
lengths." Nor was it just the d»- 

RtCHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: TeejayVaftch 
(Ayr 4JS5) 

MB: Cape Cross 
(Newmarket 3 j0Q) 

tance separating Hidden Mead- 
ow from Granny’s Pet (like the 
winner, a son of Balding's top 
miLer Selkirk) that made an im- 
pression. It was also the eager- 
ness with which he gaUopeafor 
the line on fast, rising ground, 
which is something that sever- 
al runners this week have been 
very reluctant to do. 

“I think he’s better than his 
father was at this stage,” Bald- 
ing said. “Selkirk was just half 
a horse as a two-year-old and a 
proper horse at three and I drink 
fins one could be the same. He’s 
improved a lot Physically he’s 
done terribly wdL He definte- 
ly runs in the Guineas and X 

NEWMARKET 

2XKfe thtyati, among the eariy-pnee 
favourites, is hard to assess but 
MANTLES PRINCE, from an in- 
form yard, has each-way prospects. 
□□□ 

2Jfc Fnmground on many a home 

gallop is making if rtiffirorlf m rfior p- 
en first-time-out runners. Peter 
Chappie- Hyam says Derby entry 
Panama City is hard to get fit and 
that today’s nice wfll be needed. 
SHOCK VALUE, too is sure to be 
betierfbr today’s outing bat the &ct 


think he’ll go these with an 
outstanding^ good chance.*’ 

With so much confidence 
welling up in the winners’ en- 
closure, it was inevitable that a 
nm would develop on Hidden 
Meadow in the ante-post mar- 
ket. The Tote initially cut the 
colt to 14-1 from 50-1 for the 
Qassic on 3 May, but after tak- 
ing. £5, 000-worth of bets in a 
quarter of an hour, had a rapid 
rethink and sliced off another 
four points. The 14-1 with 
William Hill lasted a little 
longer, but that firm too was 

still avainbk with a majoHay^ 
er), long before Hidden Mead- 
ow was safely locked away in bis 
box at Kingsciere. 

The colt might even have 
moved into single figures were 
it not for the met that Dettori 
wfflbedaimedl^GodoIphmto 
ride Shamikh in the Guineas. 
While the identity of his part- 
ner is as yet unknown, howev- 
er, punters can at least be sure 
that Hidden Meadow is fit, tal- 
ented and goes on the ground, 
which is more than can be said 
of several of the ante-post fav- 
ourites, Shamikh induaed. This 
alone does not make him a Clas- 
sic winner, but it will surely be 
difficult to keep him out of die . 
frame on 3 May. 


HYPERION’S 



that this colt was successful an his 
debut here last year is a phis. Bold 
Words has the advantage of having 
run last week, and Ripon victory 
puts him in a sound chance here. 


1^000 Guineas, for which she is 
a 20-1 chance with the Tbte. 

The favourite for the fillies’ 
Classic, Henry GedTs Sleepy- 
time, runs at Newbury tomor- 
row, and wm be expected to 
complete a swift family double 
following the success of Ah-Rcy- 
al, her brother, in the Ear] of 
Sefton Stakes. 

This was a first Group race 
success this season for Cecil and 
his new stable jockey, Kieren 
Pall on, and these w3I no doubt 
be many more to follow, some 
perhaps courtesy of Dokos, who 
completed a double for trainer 
and jockey in the WoodJDitton 
Stakes. He too has an illustrious 
relative - his full sister is 
Miesque, the 1987 1,000 Guin- 
eas winner, and his victory yes- 
terday held the promise of a 
career to match bits bhie blood. 

3jB0s Wham will be finer than most 
of these rivals but the bone lie bat 
at Kempton last month. Groom's 
Gordon, ftokhed only fifib here yes- 
terday. Chappie-Hymn reports that 
Monza has been working well at 
home, while Cape Goss must be re- 
spected. Bat this looks another 
prize bound for the Michael Stonte 
yard, with DESERT STORE 

HE 

-L30: CAPTAIN COLLINS may be 
better soiled to this last ground than 
unimpressive mover Stating Timor. 
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d 0 1 51-4 BFUSE70 LOSE (19) n W V C Sort)) J BSBCB B 9 BCodUM20 

11 100806 ernyie 

12 332402- nignmrrwnmpwypttw.^rafl JQrimO 

13 0040 HnaBHr5WT(M(CJMBRQ«8 7. IririitMlA 

.14 432013 ShriEiMMC8{ (19) fib) (UsCAHodpKa RHr0ai«r87 KfkBoaS 

15 160000 ABflSZEm(TheMnrRrttsCU9DUns8B. ^ithylB 

16 ' 8080 SiU3l»M«» pBg fffctnwtirD c stcpnw4RAiet»s»t84 S Ssriull 

17 502 J0HM BIB |2$) (BR (Retail User) (fine ftrtngfl U Bel 8 3 HRobtes4 

18 42IS0- SKMS MS> WONDERS U50) (9 U Cy&ti C CperT 12 1 (tea 13 

19 fit?! 52 EMCH4MMG EVE OTMlNeHmeeCOnneatontfCAfen 711 -—Marita neer(B 17 

20 200 BKfStMN (2M (BtRecassion PsnnerisS w lAsson 7 10 DedaiO^teaS 

-20 dedwri- 

»«nunt w^bt; 7M 10Bi Hue totOap i«Vr Bttnsn 7S Sb 

UkllHL M hm Ibisri, 7-1 Ate Eas, 81 Arise lb Urn, Hater D'Ammt, M. Papta, 

^._^ | . ^ j — - — — 

BsoqNklUlMAterBritolMKe, hctetk|b^2UgllM 

19t» Seine 3 8 1 S Santos 81 IWOtSorman! 15 no 

FORM OWE 

P sp R a has ftwy chance with a nm under her belt and wtlh a draw near the fawuredlar 
aide ml. So (mpmeatve whan winning at Goodwood on her second juvenia start, sha might 
Just pm ttcffegdn idtEra cradltaUasaeeonai anamptas Kempton when alve-iengch sxth 
B> SupeiwL She wasn't gven a hard dme whan held and she can reversa tha ftwn wflh 
ihe third and feturth. stgin oencar and Ramae To laea. But die threat near the toot of 
tha heuScap, JOHN emus, geo the nod despite a low draw. John Emms w* be flatting 
fit after a Fbteanna am. adaritetfly a taa»uumnk< one. whan second P Wee Dram. Trss- : 
see* Tbuch has dooed tip « two starts at Noawdtam and tana Wands handled him writ 
.taatweek. Sutthts Bridtng B now in this Btrarq^r race. Pttedr trAmor has won twtea Otar 
wen ftsfonp thB season at Letcasuc. She dkl overcome hot grand on both occasions 
end thB wetMWtoead surfaca tel utt. but the turiontf-shorter vtp tab her a task. EBara 
Lad, a nuraery winner here test backend and- bound id come on fer hb second to Brutal 
Rente* at Doncaster. Selection: JOHN EMMS 


^1 SFSTUNTTCy UAK)Bi STAKES (CLASS D} £6£00 added 

Zl 2Y0 Sf Penalty VWue £4,347 

3 Bun»(qptoC»«relWtB)Rttann8U RA0M4 

DUGBKE (the Bis Clip Gap) P CbBB 11 TQaim2 

B4PQKIRIWEBI CMsQCneMedwD 8 UsehmSll MBUoqrfi 

IBW1HE iMUP (Oris DeutmlJBiny Bll . : KDwbrl 

HWm r WBWCteriJWrwdMTMTprigflll — Bll 7 

OimmilMlENSIISBpImQDKQBMsSU. UHs3 

1 — Zmtit (U«)P UIMH 8a«811 HUBS 

-.7 iKBNd- 

(UMgHxe, 81 &awmr KWmd, 4-l Ttete >lp i r , 81fltew»t 81 OppodtiPB Ixwhr, 


BETtitt 2 IDBgwre, 81 fagHrer 168—1^4-1 
12-1 Hawytte Frond, Maanatev 
. 199ft Ftericr 2 8 11 T Qurii 133 (P am 8 ret 


Brian Mee h an has been qulai rinca tha Brocteaty States ten wMi BtuaMgB Damtr, and 
Paul Orta and Baity HBs have their ftstJrwnlB rurtnere of Via reman. DBJOENCE could 
be Swridft Bhotai for tha Cola jwrithat wm the ea» tost year with FWcher. The riable 


.MiiiteBUidMSHUteB12 JUMtaatedlll 

-= a as 

SSSoT ^ mwTios 


4 3C»- ^ 0^7106 

' J 3& *»—■“> 

* *•*“ 

U9i;BftwtfOTP ,0,, (i^® ^^SKaindeiyhtaOra^ 

-Mukuti loQfc ^^SLtah m Mowbury. ThrtiM DewtSteq^ iefr- 

»^"sr3vSsss»K. 

ond wm m can w* 5 ^ - iTX* rwmanlwhon 


riel Renter, fiip tothe standard c# Bluwidg; Dancer, he'll® wry close. BanyHart Op- 
paridotf taaterts A ietar Ibid aa cold Jutt be* at a risadnntap agtew the odier por- 
and aha wlttr RfchaRl Harewnts BMaaeC. wno hat tha added bonue of a previous run. 
Harey Tha FToad may also naad a bb more dme. but MUnri Bal uuate h» MMm 

idppyat tWettmacf year and ha rapen» Tl aiBh a s |w r,miBhwa(ioeeii Maty winner In Kh 

tomdy, « foowrt enoc^. . Selection: HUQSffiE 

) COS I CITY IBEX POLITICAL BET7HG STAKES (CLASS Q £8^00 
added 2Y0 Sf Penalty VNue £4£13 

1 .' U ■QtJHIM(21|(l]|PDSB#RHo«lteBad94 w n-uyi 

2 12 «aWWiSirrmW[HOUBBn75J0BT792 r Tcrw»tn T 

3 ■ JUWR(US«)(Hgri«B'BwDO04jteBaao(ljj) 6 1*4669 n _AdBMsnr4 

4 - ' «M0B»(lir^aiStUtRHwraia9_ t mnwiH 

5 • . <MBMW'I*mNCtfaf]lttfr9 ; mtefev2 

8 SECOWNtP {Eteri J Stepsart PMBS a ■'IMIiwT 

(M-CtemorMwi 1 *^ MMV ’ 7 


. — - j*Mn l 

OHsatn esu*** 





sport 


According tp the bookmak- 
ers at least, there was also a po- 
le ntiaJ Guineas winner in the 
fillies* maiden, won impres- 
sively by Rebecca Sharp. The 
quality of the field behind her 
is impossible to judge, but Ge- 
off wragg’5 filly travelled and 

herlraioer believes IteMo be' 
“six lengths better” than Miss 
Sancexre, fourth in Tuesday’s 
Nell Gwyn Stakes, Rebecca 





Ali-Royal leads home Wixim and Amrak AJeeb in yesterday's Earl of Sefton Stakes 


HYPERION 

Z20 FkkfllngThe Facts Z50 Power Pack (nb) 
3J20 Cberrymore 3^0 Donjuan Colloiiges 

4^25 Red Branch 4w55 Teejay'n'atch 

GOING: Good. 

■ Ldthanl gaBoping co u rae; rtnHn SlQjris. 

■ Come Bout of town on A768. Aar rail station (service Dun 
Ctepnr) lm. ADMISSION: Club SI 6; Grandstand 58 (Studous 
E6, QARs £4). CAB PASS: Free. 

BUNKERED FOIST TUB: Ibr Sma (636 J. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: None. 
LONG-DBEANtZ RUNNERS: Bride Hue (E20)A8oad9b4o- 
a»K (2L60) hasc be™ sem 421 miieslQ'MhsSEdranBfirmPiri- 
boroaab, Wat Smseq BachaeT* Owes (456) jer* 408 adcs bjr C 
Weedontrona CMddtngTokl, Surry; Barbee Howe (320) sera 406 
mtobrlKySnllhanfroa Wlrinombe, DorpeL 

1^901 BREATH OF FRESH AYR 1 NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS D] (D(V 0 £3,500 3m UOydS 

1 40511P SPHNG DOUStE (1^ NTtusui-DeMGs6 1112_CliM|yn 

2 com EAGPE«mr(17](l9Umd6117 BftattmlS) 

3 . 0 BRKHT FUME (3G) Utes S Bhmh 5 11 2 lhTMfc 

4 21423 RDDUtGlHEFieCSSpQ) NHBnfeeon6U2_MAFfaganAt 

5 . —m nmt —pftaiw Tii 9 aw* 

6 63-05P NMftlUSUEim)|B^UKmnnl6112__It Caotty 

7 802GP HNBI BW PQ Uss H hnfSt 8 11 2 lOMy 

B 400245 MMHMMMBI|B1}JN«5112 XJUDryby 

B 0 DCMBM(27) LUmoBlOll IJB*b(7} 

10 - 004 MrU«IOUara(27)iaBSBaitura51011 

Ur M Beadsmen] 

11 5WWUAT 0 W31 R then 4 108 B Stony 

-lldsckred- 

BETIItt 7-4 FU*g1te Ftek, 81 Sprtag Doride. 81Mm B^, 81 
Msflls Meterb, 14-1 Domh. Cteririwawl. 181 often 

crnl ROVAL HKHLAND FUSUERS NOVICE. 
L==J CHASE (CLASS £5^000 added 2m 

1 033FU SMGMC SMD (43] (CD) P MortElh 7 11 12_Jl Dmaood)' 

2 Q04F71 AMBBCMHaop7)RMm9U8 BStrsey 

3 0U1F42 DMWB MST (17) (D) M tWrnmd 7 11 B RGsnRty 

4 2KJ22P GUMX) (9B) M C Brate 7 ll 6 OBnAqrB 

5 F&05Q1 POWBtfMK{2Q0D)J MmneI M 9 11 6JWB R Haaritaa 

6 064013 nESSffBWWECmttaSSnati 7 110 HeBteGMst 

7 3R4P3 HIS DE CRESSON (33) J Wan 7 11 0 TRatri 

8 P S0Ui»SIMaeir|B4)l*BSEd*a*8U01itapel(3) 

9 3ny S*HHTMSLK(733))*sLVRiESBl8109-_AlbOnitOn 

-Ihdsri- 

HEJUW; 84 tecta, 114 ftmtr Psch. 82 Anericm Hero, 1M StndK 
BmA, 81 Daring PMt, 14-1 Desert Brwe, 181 otter* 

loofll FRIENDLY HOTELS NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £4,000 added 2m 4f 

1 1203-11 RB> BLAZDt (78) 01} Ha K Knl0t 6 11 12 JOrimne 

2 3202U1 ZMnet(17)NMBXvCMBs5U7 CUwtftFa 

3 23-1252 MBMRR0CHPIWCE(17)tetMRMfey6.112 — Ptemi 

4 QHGP- BCBtCRDVE MAN P90) J OW 7 112 MAFfegnd! 

5 10 OSSTTUOPE |S^ IAs J Panen6112 AP McCoy 

6 KW02- SH0msWF(480) UhsLRgnaa8112 PCarteay 

7 00 SMRrM80CRS(X5RUuLVnjn6ieil2jni»UBa 

8 BUD STAR MASTER (US) P Mauri* 6 112— LWytv 

9 RIF HUKrHOUSE(35)R03*ai4110 NWUmoo 

10 004*000 BONMrRNS(UUlunpi51011 TRaed 

11 0 NBOHB8HME«Lei9PHotts610U RJriUM 

12 PP- MHOESIUm (338| V) Kemp B 10 U TUnimpri 

13 -3541860 NNBtAQOMD07)RlsaBlOll BFtetoo 

14 5 AMCHE IEN (B2) M temmond 4 10 9 Rfiterite 

15 BEBM.EMtEMhhamari4109 ROmma* 

16 0 IHORNIDUI HOUSE (U) J GdHb 4 10 9. D Pater 

-IBdedinri- 

BETIWa 87 Rad Bfcuar, 7-lZmdar, 81 HMbet Howe, 131 Antanodl 
PiBea, 181 tBnpwh Kridl it r M Qi CM. Bepri Eada, 201 nUm» 

ocnl GEORGE GRAHAM IWMORIALHAMNCAP 
I*”! CHASE (CLASS O £6^00 added 3m If 

1 U3031F CaeJW-PaBJmGp^p? DHcftfconlllZD-HJolnaca 

2 F08213 WH BP EHW6 SIEB. |47) (CD) QBF) 6 RIctBnS 11 11 11 




HYPERION 

2JD Occhi Verdi 240 Palacegate Touch 3JO 
Htgli Spirits 3A0 Time Can TeU 4J5 Zoom Up 
4.45 Merantl 

GOING: Good to Finn. 

STALLS: straight - stands ride; round comae - Inride. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High Kunbos beat In 1m races. 
■lOgtu-hand coune. A sharp nek with Ugta bends. 

■ Course is east of the aqr on B6260. ADMISSION: Chib SI2; 
ttntaaShsa CCAPsSnr. Saver RJngS4 (OAPSfiS); ConaoSS-BO 
(■ rcmripan led under-lSa free all enckwares). GAB PARE: Free. 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None. 

WINNERS IN LAST ffiVKN DATS: Jaj-Owr-Two (3.10) won al 

Bcvcriry on Plithy; J<*«yn> won « Atewdbtnj* on Monday. 

LONG-DE7EANCE RUNNERS: Drat Hmriw GUO)* Bnttnta (3.40J 
aem 273 mflgg byJ Dnnkip from Arondei. WcslSaawx 


RDamoody 

3 3-3PQ21 SEaD«IU(U)(p)5Mri0r8UO Nlfam 

4 mil CARBQO BOLD [43) K Bahy 8 10 13 J Ottmma B 

5 30215-6 ANDBOIXIT [26} J LtadMlO 10 11 Mfaimw 

8 1116P-P MDBB>(13)[D)MisJSnny8108 Mr C Storey 

7 FD52T-1 MNIQMI COUONGES (4Q) T Rmr 6 10 B POrtwny 

6 23-3113 STORMY CORN, ran 0fl Cftlte 7 10 4 8 Storey 

9 ■0901 nneimirir.rrnniTipiMii~;~iiiiiiinifn miiMiiftwit 

10 12122P NORHBM8QUME(X7)(BRJMJe0KOn91O3 

_ECaBa0aa(3) 

11 4251U3 MCOIGNI US) (CD) Its J GoodfeftHr 10 103 NBreNayB 

12 130634 DAHHOnHE BRAVE (26) C ftOCks 9 10 0 D Sadder 

13 42U225 ROCKY PARK (47] G&tehg 11 100 BFtetaa 

14 5156U1- EASTER MIS (HI) (0) R GoUe 10 100 BCrijH 

-MdacMred- 

MMrun utigz lOtt. Dub hnfiap ne(0it Danen Utt fts« fiu 12ft. «Wy 
AvA SK IRA fiver Oas SrilA. 

BETTING: 4-1 Donjon Cohoogm, 5-1 Cartwo Gold. B-l Kenroore-Spoed, 
YUMtpi^MwtB— UPareblnR, 7-1 Sreri Hind. 14-1 Pttere 

\A ocl eagle taverns novice handicap 

CHASE (CLASS D) £5j000 2m Sf UDydS 

1 U21H75 THEREVHBIDBBirp6)(WGBri*g912 0_ABfeat[S) 

2 W1231 REAL TONE (10) 8 Admit 7 11 7 (6od PCabeiy 

3 2/35-1CP lHDEfMMl£[6QJQlton7U6 PMmq 

4 P-34133 SI01MIAI1QUE (73) Iff) G Retards Bll 4 — RDmmdy 

5 P3212F OOQUUNEmnmJDinlOlll DPaiter 

6 510222 IHCHOLAS PtANT (40) (C) [BF) JGOriaS 10 13 — CCabR 

7 Whin RED BRANCH (2B)Jlhg8 ID 8 TJMrpOy 

B 361721 HNQSSSflKM (12) (Q P Baaumai 8 10 7 LHyer 

9 F23PP2 BAIIMME(12)WKnp6106 Itihfite 

10 2UFUF GABJC BUJE (17) pn Nis S Smti 7 103_JBdwd Cant 

11 354441 [£DBSm(19){D)MsDlllofraonl0102 — HJotew* 

12 FD0313 CORSTON JOKBt (17) P) LUngO 7 100 ISqtea 

13 meat BOBNEUON(72UPBeUTml010a CUbmRp 

14 044HFP MWN D NMB BU 8MESS (17) R Leafl ID 0 -State 

-144«Bnd- 

Mterun *&ffc Mst-Tiuanerritapwe^c Bob lWBMi9H0B,MWyeroHO. 
twtosftrl2fc. 

BEnWG: 81 Rod tfcaadi, 7-2 Bari Toak, 81 Baalc Bbe, 81 tho te*- 
Hri Brel, 104 lien He Fmrifc, Cnqri Law, Had Sermon. «-l oOtere 

j A eel ROYAL BURGH OF AYR CONDITIONALS 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £4y000 2m 

1 502104 SAMAMD (LB) (D) Ure L SUM 5 11 13 DJItemd 

2 216000 SAMTCe.(47](IBFjDntei91112 lAtpel , 

3 241521 F»TBMBl(U9)imFtemgl51111 ECrih0ao 

4 006020- HBHMMD(M2)(D) Mb LS bM 9 11 ID EKotend 

5 462VP anM»R)(19)(PTOC1hDran7lllO_JIIWrecte|3) 

6 401068 NASHVUESaRn0DRMR»6U2 BMnaayV 

7 331416 1AIBI LEADER (17) E) (D) C ifele 7 10 8 Firefly B 

8 45-22P3 RACHHEL > 50WBI(33)(D)CWBedon71O7 — RICftrib 

9 L5U82 SHDCMfe SAMBA (13) Us M ftvJcy 8 10 6. — OLee 

10 40820P JAUNIY GBHIAL (111) C We 6 ID 4 _jC McCormack (5) 

11 56WU2 lEEMnnuiCH (17) J GoUe 5 10 0 — STaytor 

12 S86P30 AHUCE (19) (D) S Melor 8 10 0 GtetfeUib 

13 TO5P06 GAUARDM 04) [D| B RaOiMl 8 10 0 ACmfafT) 

14 41/F340 RARSOirS LOOSE (51) L litV> 9 10 0 VTOaUngH 

-Udedaed- 

AftAnum wetfr Ida. True tamAap wefete Parson's long? 9£f 13b. 
BETTirtt 4-1 Rm Tentac, 51 Stenteri, 8lSkUdnr Smri*. 7-4 NaterMe 
Star, 81 OtteBaa, 181 Ftodarert OMfl, 12-1 ottare 

[Foe] ‘BREATH OF FRESH MFC NOVICE HURDLE 
l£!=J (CLASS D) (DIV I) £3,500 3m 110yds 

1 36P150 BOSTON MAH PQ R YAntuse 8 11 7 PttetenyB 

2 . 205311 WBWTDffipS] (CD) P Baaimril 6 11 7 — Baattoi{5) 

3 400 A8CYE FOK (7) Ms H Hnigil 5 11 2 JFUSey 

4 BH0M1E L [uUi 8 11 2 Albcmtoo 

5 530432 WORY COASTCH (HZ) (22) BDeHa<n6U2 — JOdna 

6 0 LAMan«RE(89)PHot)te6U2 Rlterready 

7 205 WSMSEJ(4B)CEgera»7112 NtMRaBSDn B 

8 033002 MX ROSS (UR R Biebe 6 11 2 ASSreRh 

9 0608 S0UME8B (3SK0 R Ourtls 

10 S0PS5 CUIMBEU. (19) JOelton 61011—— BStotey 

11 03-5302 MRS BOMBOH (4 2) i Mario s 6 10 11 EtariaadB 

BElTlKe 94 hwy Coectar, 4-1 Chany Oea, 7-1 May Simsat. 81 Mdi 
Ron, BoctDo Kao, 181 BMriaia, U Mon Dm. 144. atbep 


9 33386 BAHTONE (20 J W V 

10 0085 ROTOR HUN (17) JB 

11 638S MEHSHaS(123T 

-116 

BETTMt 4-1 Rbftt tare, 8-2 Bloc 
Om-te* 81 Rree* Tai. M0r Spb 


I Carol 10 

M Way (3)7 

L C&amock 3 


ng Aaailqb 81 Kn Haria, ite- 
, 181 Get Ite PPM, 181 ettea 


[ o 4ri| FARM FED CHICKEN HANDICAP (CLASS 
D) £4^00 added 3Y0 lm 4f 60yds 

1 446381 KAIANU 07) J Datop 9 7 URfamrS 

2 028 MCHAB. VBHUE 0flQ S Mbodl 9 6 ACtekB 

3 538 MOnBARI (USA) 076} D Money 9 0 C Carter 3 

4 0458 N0aE*VE5TUBfr(lS8|j Eustace 8 13 JWb« 

5 3100 SAD MAD BAD (USA) 07) MJcMBn813 IWwef 

6 254452 !BIECANlHL07)CVk«iayB5 Dean HdCaom 7 

7 238030 HtnERLIMNCm 07) J WW9&8 3 LCtereoek2 

8 004083 CLASSE MYSIBIY (22} B Mohan 713 TWfcmtl 

9 484)54 BBSS BA&C&UNA (E) M ftj^ase 7 ID IFoMb(7}9 


Irt 47k\ EBF SHAROW MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 

D) £4^00 added 2Y0 5f 

1 CASHEROHCPriashmSO TWteamaS 

2 BBnconaDMBltenKkn90 — I faring B 

3 MSIBRPCEMWBaaeflyBO — Tineas 4 

4 IBMOMONN P HKfcm 9 0 LCternochB 

5 PROSE R Hannon GD 

6 0 8D M0BB «A (2BWJB8ey90 BOaterS 

7 SDBOHKVOM T 0 Baton 9 Q— Rla0fita7 

8 VIWSOMESfflWFCfariaaaflO -JJKewdyl 

9 0CCHVBraMJm«ai89 Mlteawl 

-Sdectered- 

BETIMC: 24 Prate, 81 OoeH teal 7-2 Sonorienp, 81 Brio eedW, 
181 tetadomto, caatte Mate, 14*1 often 


Udmum weigfic 7a 10 fe Tne Tmsleap vdgfc t 
BETlM&;818ateW, 7 -ZU«Cm 1M,8LMI 
Bad.81Mriabari.81HDbteharerimeflt.taaa 


COPT HEW)CKCLAiW9G SHAKES (CLASS 
F) £3^00 added 5f 

i 1 205480 BOTMAITC(4S)(rtSftBDart«499— -SWlteterlB 

2 KBL00 M14tanETOUn»nnJBeoy799_PReMinf § 


[TTfRl ELANDERS UK MAIDEN SlAKES (CLASS 
_l±rJ D) £4^900 added 3YD lm 

1 88 KART OF BOLD 090) Nta 5 Hal 9 0 MBkdi3 

2 N0GROUStNBPtasten9O — lAri»2 

3 ■ 03 K0MKIBir(23) MaVAconteyBO HDoriaCS 

4 22- SEVEMtflCSa)LCunsnl90 OUrttea4 

5 08 HEUG0B9) Ll)asf8J9mei90 TWHam7 

8 ZOOM UP M (tettn-Ffc 0 0 ICorelS 

7 04- FAUNA 060 N Qarem 8 9 DHwtSMS 

6 WniW>MIFMm.Pltrf«lHq i*—i 

-SMtaed- 

BEmHQ: Z-SShreren^ 7-1 Fteam, 812wm tip, 181 Hnretri Gold, 12- 
1 PnariMM, 14-1 No Gnwtoc. 16-1 others 

lAAEl NEWBY APPRENTICE HANDICAP (CLASS 
[_!!__] E) £4,025 added 5f 

1 408025 CmaCHimnKt«SRaMt«6912j:B0|MCUI8V 

2 000048 tAOTSHHa=F0BO)roilWEa«aiyS912 



Photograph: Peter Jay 


RESULTS 


NEWMARKET 

2.05: 3L CtOCKAVMCKA 0 Spratel 33-1; 
2. Tteftaran 4 1 (jy; 3. Emerging Market 
14-1: 4. How Long 7-1. lfi ran. won by *:.. 
ly.. (Trarwioy B ftrime at Cowtmdfle, South 
Gtemorganl. Tote: £52.70: £9.10. £lfiO. 
£5 JO. £1.70. Dual Forecast: £152.10. 
Computer Slnujja Forecast: £144J7. Inc 
aa: £1.843.61. Trio: £635.40. 

2^5: 1. ALE-BOY AA ih FoSonl 11-4 faw; 
2. Wtdm 80 3. Amrak (gate 12 1. 11 km. 
2. nK. (H CecA, Newmarket). Tote: £2.90; 
£1.50. £3.00, £4.00. DF: £11.70. CSF: 
£23_53. Tno: £113.10. 

3.05: 1. HIDOEN MEADOW ll Drikaii 81 
It feK 2. Onraiyfe Pet 12-0 3. Rkh Graund 
33- L 11 re;i. 81 jt fav Refeerrium (firm. 
5, 7-. H Batting. Wngsderel. Tote: £6.50: 
£2.50, £3.60, £5.30. DF: £54.40. CSF: 
£8032. Incase £1.142.43. Tno: £369.80 
3-40: L ANGUS-B (K Darieyl 4-1 fw 2. 
Galapteo 180 3. Hazard A Guem 81: 4. 
Bowled Over 14-0 IB ran. IV.. V.-. (Mrs M 
Rewtey. Sattbum). Tote: £4.40: £080. 
£330. £2-50. £330 DF: £3730. CSF: 
£37.80 Tncast £290.46. Tno: £156.10. 

435: 0 REBECCA SHARP (M Hdsl 4-6 
law. 2. IMDah 81; 3. Change For A Buck 
9-2. 12 ran. 3’/,. 0 iG Wragg. Newmartet). 
Tata: £060: £020, £180, £090. DF: £3^0. 
CSF; £4.67. Tna £330 

4.45: 1- PAC8TCA (L Detlcn) 80 2. KH- 
cora 5-00 Goins Places 280 9 ran. 2-1 
favOompostdon (6th). Vh. htL (R Boss, New- 
rnarim). Tote: £3.78 £010. £060, £330. 
DF: £1830. CSF: £26.70 Tno: £84.10. 

530: 0 DOKOS (X Fatal] 9-2; 2. Reg- 
gie Buck 33-0’ 3. Lord Enroth* 180 20 
ran. 10830 fev The Pnnca t4th). 3, nk. (H 
CeoL NewnwteQ. Tote: £5.10: £2.10. 
£5.00, £3.50. DF: £12730. CSF: £144.30. 
Tha £403.00. 

iackpot not wm (pool of £17,409.25 ear- 
ned tonmd u Newmarket today). 

Ptacepot £82.40. QuBteoC £2228 
Place 8- £114.76 Plate 5: £45112. 

CHELTENHAM 

220: 0 TA1ATHATH (R Johnson] 84: Z 
lOnit of Sparta evens tov, Z Distent Starai 
80 5 ran. 12.4. (D Mchoison. Temple Gia- 
Un0- Tote: £2.18 £020. £1-30. Dual 
Forecast £030. CompuieT Strait Forecast 
£2.62. Non Runner Sapphire Son. 

235: 0 seat THE FAITH IR DmwwW 
2-1 fav; Z NsWamteGmaml 82; 3. Red 
Besn 11-4. 6 ran. l'fi, 6 (M Sheppard. Led- 
bury). Tote: £2.68 £070, £2.40. DF: 
£6-10. CSF: £9.72. 

338 0 COURBARO. (A P McCoy] 11-4 
fav: Z The Tobaacb 11-2: Z El Don 80 
9 ran, 2. head. (M Pipe, WMngton). Tote: 
£3.10; £130, £068 £060. Dual Forecast: 
£5.40. CSF: £17.80 Tncast £44.87. Tno: 
£14.28 

430:0 DOtJBUSUtIM-E (Mans) 138 
tar. 2. Some-Toy 1 8Z 3. Ratty Brtd0B 14-0 
8 ran. 10 10 (R WVuns. Bath). Tote: £2.40: 
£030. £2-40, £200. DF: £15.90. CSF; 
£13-90 

43& 0 FORMAL BMUDON (R Johnson) 
62: 2. Wee Windy 3-0 3. Greenback 86 
fav. 4 ran. 9. 6. ID Nicholson, Temple Gun 
mg). Tote £3.60. Duel Forecast £338 CSF: 
£9.07. 

5JUK 1- SIQRMVFAfilWEATHBt (M A 
RcrpraW) 9-2; Z Myotic HB 7-2 fan Z PBath 
14 -1. 13 ran. l'A. 37;. (N Henderson. Lam- 
boun). Tote: £4.20; £088 £2.10, £3.10. 
DF: £8.10. CSF: £1833. Tncosc £192.58. 
Tna £5080. After a stewards' Inquty. result 
unaltered. 

Ptecepot £54.40. Qimdpot: £2870. 

Place & £2632. Place S: £25.17. 

PONTEFRACT 

2-45: 0 YOUNG IBNR U F Egm> 16-1; 
Z The Boy Jolm 4-1; Z Menmie’s Boy 82 
j-fev. 10 ran. 82 y-favBemanita Beftno t4ttn. 
sts-nd. 1V«. IP Evans], Tote £2820: £2.00, 
£130, £060. Dual Forecast; £6138 Com- 
puter Strain Forecast: £74.15. Tna £3638 
Non Runner Leather And Scrim. 

3 JO: 0 DAYVTLLE (J Weaver] 180 Z 
Sooft Met U-2; 3. FMe OUonon 12-0 
13 rm. 2-1 tav Bold Gayle. 3. V«- U Beny). 
tote £7.78 £2.68 £290. IA3D. Dual Ftare- 
C33C £2630. CSF: £68QZ Tncast £63082. 
THa £475^20 (pari wan, a pool of £30023 
B earned fbrward to the Newmarket 4.05 to- 
day). 

3^8 0 KYLE RHEA (W Ryan) evens fav; 
Z Jaunty Jack 2-0 Z Rad (teard 81. 10 
ran. nk, 9. (H Cecfl. Totoc £1.90; £010, 
£010, £060. DF: £2.40, CSF; £234. Tna 
£3,08 

* 3Sc 0 GOLD LANCE (R Hugvs) 11 1: 
Z Scpiara MBe Mte 280 Z Dictation 180- 
4. Monk 33-0 U ran. 3-1 fav Loch Style, 
nk, 2>A. (R CSuSrain. Tate £1438 £2.80. 
£5.70, £2.90, £10.30. Dual Forecast 
£30060. CSF: £20854. Tncast 0275.02. 
Tna £212 08 Non Runners: Bold Hrin&ktss 
Caroncno. 

538 0 FUTURE PERFECT (CRuWrtlfrt 
Z tapfer 7-0 Z captain Scott 12-0 11 
ian.21fwOrerT0Yoij. ! ,v.z (PCoiel.Tote: 
£18.68 £3.40. £230. £5.80. DF: £3840. 
CSF: 02054. Tna £11630. 

638 0 PCNDOUNO IG Carter) 80 Z 
FMlier Don 7-0 Z Jean Hone 4 0 13 ran. 
7-2 fm Kathryn's Bn (4ih). •/., 2Vj. iM Bnt- 
tanl. Tote: £818 £240. £Z08 £240. DF: 
£37.68 CSF: £64.88. Tneasc £274j?9. Tna 
£109.48 

Ptacepot £382.40. Quwfeofc £5130. 
Ptoce ft £67852. Place ft £299.77. 
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sport 


It was pretty obvious two years ago that some did not take kindly to 
the progress Woods was making. His cool demeanour upset them 

inct Monday, before 


The first time I saw Tiger Woods 
live, as against catching glimpses of 
him on television, was at the 1995 
Masters. Making his first appear- 
ance at August National, barely 19 
years old, invited as the US Ama- 
teur champion, he had made a tidy 
par at the first and was about to play 
the second. 

Already something of a name in 
golf. Woods had plenty of people 
rooting for him. Off went the ball 
on its 300-yard journey and as 
Woods strode after it a small white 


man to play m the Masters but none 
had shown such potential. What ef- 
fect, I wondered, would its reali- 
sation have on golfs white 
establishment, because it was pret- 
ty obvious two years ago that some 
did not take kindly to the progress 
Woods was malting. Unquestion- 
ably, his cool demeanour upset 
them. 

Asked at a news conference what 
the invitation meant to him. Woods 
replied: “The opportunity to be on 
a great golf course with the world's 


boy standing alongside the fairway best players.” Enough, but not 
called out; Go get em, Tiger.” Hus enough for the bystander who mut- 
was acknowledged with the smile teretfc “Just another uppity nigger. 1 * 
that is now part of a multi-million Disgusting but hardly surprising- 
dollar industry. After all, it is not that long since 

Woods was not the first black the only black faces at Augusta Na- 


tional were those of caddies, bar- 
men and locker-room attendants. 
Lee Ibevino was made to feel so 
uncomfortable because of his Mex- 
ican blood that he changed in the 
carpark. 

As Woods moved closer to 
coronation last Sunday he thought 
about the handful of black players 
who preceded him in the Masters. 
“Without them none of this would 
have been possible," he said. It was 
exactly the right thing to say if only 
because his remarkable victory has 
led, inevitably you may think , to glib 
assumption. 

To suppose that Woods has de- 
molished social barriers in golf is 
to be in ignorance of prevailing in- 
fluences, the irrefutable feet that 



KEN JONES 


stincts are not strong 
rial issues come into 
many dubs have more than one or 
two black members? How many 
black players do you see on the 
European Tour? 

If, as seems likely. Woods goes 
on to dominate golf things may well 
rhnngft , but nobody should hold 
their breath in anticipation- After 
all, black success in sport has not 
altered the lot of blade people 
generally. 


in them. SO- as much^.ar^bc^y. A^d^t are- ** \ hc first black nlawr 
this but how port issued m the US to fanSeaRue baseball. A highly 


ed that America’s schools art Robi^nwasakp 


becoming as segregated as they 
were 40 years ago. 

What did Carl Lewis s monu- 
mental athletic achievements do for 
the black population of his birth- 
place, Philadelphia? “He is a cred- 
it to his race, the human race,” an 
American sportswriter, the late 
Jimmy Cannon, said famously 
about one of the greatest of heavy- 


a harl*case who could handle vi- 
cious attempts at intimidation. 
And yet his eariydeam was said U> 
be partly the result of having w deal 

IiticaQy correct terminology Awhl- 
ile more than obscure racism, Kune 
to go with the view that he may wdj L 
be the greatest of all golfers will not . M 


c Ihe truth, unfortunately, is that weight champions, 

there are dubs in the United States it takes a damn sight more than sentiment n - D Immunity from attempts to discredit 

and this country where he is not sporting prowess to break down h^A/forchanginTthc face- of 

guaranteed a welcome. racial discrimmanoo. Going beyond kevSontije South- golf, it is a marvellous idea mta 

The guiding-spirits in golf are for the civil nghts movement as an oh- lynching but, his eyes on tne.aou youth may breathe some life 

the most part conservative people jective, Muhammad Ali helped to ern vote. « hnt rioht now it remains a fatuasv. 

of at least middle age. Liberal- mteroaficmalise black consdousness It was 10 more years, 50 years ago bnt right now renum 


Boon teaching 
Durham the 
Tasmanian way 


T hese days, siding with the 
underdog is a dying vo- 
cation and about as fash- 
ionable as following 10 pints of 
ale with a red hot vindaloo. 
Everyone, it seems, likes a win- 
ner. which makes it all the 
more curious why someone as 
successful as David Boon, the 
recently retired Ayers Rock of 
Australian cricket, should want 
to come and captain Durham 
County Cricket Chib, a win-free 
zone for tire whole of last sea- 
son bar a single victory in the 
Sunday League. 

The* challenge feeing Boon is 
about as great as it gets, though 
leading Assam to victory in In- 
dia's Ranji Trophy would run it 
close. 

Morale in the North-east is 
not high and Boon must rekin- 
dle the enthusiasm of a team 
that has suffered numerous in- - 
dignities, not least the high 
price to be paid fox being on the 
margin, where over-inflated 
salaries have been paid to a host 
of rapidly deflating players a sit- 
uation of high investment and 
zero return that is close to 
bringing cricket lovers in Tony 
Blairland to crisis point 
Being a Tasmanian probably 
helps. Certainly the island tri- 
angle that hangs from Aus- 
tralia’s underbelly has always 
had to overcome an inferiority 
complex where the rest of the 
country is involved. 

“There are a lot of similari- 
ties hetween Durham and what 
Tassie was like six or seven 
yeare ago,” says Boon, idly fin- 
gering his diamond earstud as 
he and the rest of Durham's 
middle order watch the open- 
ers give the students of Oxford 
University the runaround. 

“So when Geoff Cook 
(Durham's director of cricket] 
flew out to have a chat about 
what had been happening, I re- 
ally had no hesitation in com- 
ing. I saw it as a good challenge 
as well as something to keep me 
motivated. Now I'm here I can 
definitely feel the change of al- 
titude and direction we made 


Derek Pringle meets the new messiah 
of Chester-le-Street and finds a man 
well versed in the problems he and his 
team face over the coming months 


back there. Hopefully that ex- 
perience can help Durham. 

“I like to look at last season 
in a positive light in that the only 
way for us to go is up. That be- 
gins with attitude and I want us 
to go out there and feel we can 
win. Not just to turn up and ex- 
pect to lose." 

He says that Durham al- 
ready feels like home and that 
bis wife Pip and their three chil- 
dren are all excited by the 
move. Mind you, one thing 
that may not prove quite so 
homely is the square at Chester- 
le-Street. Unlike Boon’s home 
track at the BeDerive Oval in 


The move to 
appoint Atherton 
for the whole 
summer is a 
positive one, an 
important signal’ 


Hobart - a batsman-friendly 
surface the Australian leg-spin- 
ner Kerry O’Keefe once called 
the Autobahn - the pitches at 
Durham’s splendid HQ are as 
spiteful as they come. 

Short of dousing the fruity 
wickets with Agent Orange, 
however, he bas been given 
more or less a free rein to 
mould the team to his require- 
ments but admits it will take a 
little time before he knows the 
players well enough to realise 
what his best options are. 

“As soon as 1 can remember 
all the names, my job is to im- 
prove the team's performance 
between the hours ofl 1 and six. 
lb do that I hope to create a 


good team atmosphere that 
breeds confident and positive 
players. I’ve only been here a 
few days, but from what I’ve 
seen, everyone is just as keen to 
do well and try and turn things 
around.” 

Like Allan Border, the stol- 
id give-no-quarter captain Boon 
most resembles as a player, a 
stint in county cricket has always 
been something he wanted to 
experience. 

**No matter how far down a 
certain road you've gone, you 
can always learn more. The ex- 
perience of coming over here, 
especially during Ashes tours, 
was a real bonus and whetted 
my appetite, lb play in differ- 
ent conditions and have to 
adapt your game to them is one 
of the great joys of the game. 

“I almost played for Glouces- 
tershire, but one of my knees 
needed a bit of a clean-up af- 
ter a tour of Pakistan. I also §ot 
about two inches from signing 
for Warwickshire in 1994. But 
at the last minute Dermot 
Reeve decided they wanted a 
bowler to replace Allan Donald. 
When that fell through they ap- 
proached me again. By then it 
was too late so Lhey si pied Bri- 
an Lara, which worked out well 
for them.” The twinkling eyes 
betraying the ironic humour hid- 
den by the deadpan delivery. 

He feels that county cricket 
is chi the right path now that 
four-day cricket is the norm. 
“Before the change it was a bit 
slapdash and relied on falsely 
set-up declarations, unlike 
Shield cricket in Australia, 
where every day in the 10- 
match season really counts. 
Now that you've got four days 
at 1 10 overs a day, it allows you 
to play the game properly." 

For his country. Boon was 
“Mr Dependable,” a batsman 



David Boon, the now Durham captain, takas a quick break during proceedings art The Paries yesterday 


Photograph: fSraham Chadwick/Allsport 


who sold his wicket dear and 
kept his advice cheap, attribut- 
es Durham will be hoping rub 
off on their inconsistent bats- 
men. With his junior Merv 
Hughes moustache, he looks 
like a polar explorer, though a 
reputation for a mighty thirst - 
he is reputed to have beaten 
Rod Marsh’s liver wenching 43- 
can record for beeis sunk on the 
Sydney to London flight - 
means it is more likely to be 
lager spume on his bristles than 
frosL 

Having scored 7,442 runs in 
107 Tests for Australia, Boon, 
before his retirement last year, 
had managed to climb the 
game's Mount Olympus without 
anyone really noticing. The 
method and the man are dis- 
tinctly similar and I remember 
Allan Border once describing 
him as a man of few words who, 
when he did open his mouth, 
immediately bad the ears of all 
those around him. 


“In Australia, the dressing- 
room is very much an open fo- 
rum. Everybody has as much 
right to say something as any- 
body eke, irrespective of who 
they are or what they’ve done. 
That way eveiyone feels com- 
fortable when they walk in, 
and that they belong there. It’s 
much easier to perform when 
you're in an environment where 
people dearly believe in you." 

It was not always like that 
though, and before taking the 
1987 World Cup, Australia had 
not won so much as a ebook 
(chicken) raffle in four years; a 
situation made worse by having 
lost successive Ashes series to 
a dominant England. 

“I believe talent goes in dr- 
des. When I first started England 
was ou top and we were the ones 
getting our butts kicked. Over a 
12-year period that’s been 
turned round and England seem 
to be where we were in 1985." 

However, apart from the un- 


questioning motivation, that the 
beloved "Green Baggy" (Aus- 
tralia’s distinctive Tfest cap) bas 
over men of all ages. Boon be- 
lieves tt was the Aussie selectors 
who broke the mould and laid 
the foundations for the suc- 
cesses of the last lOyears.- 

“Tbey decided to pick from 
an unofficial squad of about 16 
guys and give them as much op- 
portunity as possible over, a 
two-year period. To know that 
someone was going to stick 
with you even if you foiled gave 
us all a lot of confidence." 

There were other factors and 
Aussie cricketers of the Eight- 
ies were said to suffer from 
Botham phobia, and when he 
waned, Australia’s prospects 
waxed. It is a syndrome many 
feel Shane Wame is about to in- 
flict upon England’s batsmen, 
who nave rarely coped well 
with high quality leg-spinners. 

“It's posable, but what you’ve 
got to look at is that Wiroey’s 


the best leggie going around. 
The beauty about him is that he 
can create pressure as well as 
take wickets. Tb go for only two 
and a half runs per over in Test 
cricket is phenomenal." 

What advice, if any, docs he 
give the Tasmanian batsmen 
when they take on Victoria and 
^feme’s tweaking them like a 
buzzsaw? 

He pauses, as if to weigh up 
whether or not to give anything 
away to the old enemy, but de- 
cides to anyway. “We all know 
that Shane’s a "dry” bowler [an 
expression that means he bowls 
very few bad balls). That means 
. you really have to concentrate, 
not only to keep him out, but 
to make sure that when dial 
loose deliveiy does come, you 
put the thing away ” 

Mind you, he feels the pace- 
men Glenn McGrath and Jason 
Gillespie give Australia's attack 
a useful edge. “Glenn's sharp, 
he’s got good control and will 


bowl all day. He's actually got 
a strike rate as good as War- 
neys,” he says with an ever so 
slight bit of menace. 

So what does he think the 
Ashes has in store for Michael 
Atherton’s men, now that they 
are taking on a de-Booned 
Australian side? A . 

“I though L there were a lot of* ' 
signs of improvement in New 
Zealand. Also the move to ap- 
point Atherton for the whule 
summer is a positive one. It's im- 
portant to give a team signals 
like that. When Australia were 
struggling and rebuilding in ihe 
mid- 1980’s, faith and stability 
were important factors. 

“Of course I'll have to go for 
our blokes, but if England can 
go through the summer using a 
minimal squad, instead of the 
30 or so players that have been 
called up during the previous 
two Ashes campaigns, i think 
it'll be a lot closer than many 
have been predicting." 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


First-class matches cwBMHguw y -syaw m irunp 

tfiorksAKro v Lancashire * A WJ 

KEWHNGUEY: Lancashire, with i*„i first- on * t>frcRSS S3 

hmlngswfckew standing am 244 runs be- n 

::=ro 

U31IWM IM TOR H Chunon not out 15 

YWWSHRE - First famines Extras (All 1 

.jOMBonbtetn 23 lota! (for 6, 29 ovors) 104 

"DBi-asc to Pa* 1-39 2-U 3-59 4-74 5-74 6-74. 

p A tetnecwoutfi to* b ftbrt PS Jones, j WOflsBtfi, EJ How 

5 Pjrtttr not out ... BS Bowing (to dot*}; Malcolm S- 2-38-1; Db* 

IC A Oucjman c and b Austin .35 FfWtas 3-4-21-2: dart* 6-1-20-0: Dean 8- 

4 G \\ivm c Rirttfl b ■wfles .... . 1 * 0-24-3; VandTOi 1 -1-0-0. 

9 b vtnes 5 Umpires R Julian and M R Benson. 

? D Stems b Yjt« ..IS _ „ . ... _ . 

v. J Hoftmts C b Manm i Oxford Uolv v Durham 

Extrasilbfi 12 TW= PARKS: Oxford IMvwstty; with nhw 

388 second-kmh^s wfcfcots naming. ie- 

Wt i-3 12- IDS 3-1204 136 5-2036-220 qtrira 343 rum to boat Dutton, Tbdav: 

7-154 3- 32 a 9-282. 

Booflt«: Km 173-3-58 2; Green 1S-2- Qurfiam won toss 

Bt*H**l - Flrat binlngs 353 hir 2 doc U 
LANCASHIRE - Fost btrtogB J B Lffwa 210 no. P D Coftn&MOtf 107). 

3 P Tjtchvd c KMJettrouflib HarrtHwi.il WroTOUWEWBTY - Ftat hMtap 

P C Mctfegvm no: ou! ..... _31 36 tor 6) 

tj J Haros ^ out j J A G Ftiluri c Cofflnncood 0 Cm 54 

Extra* iftl! .. I CPWStcSpeiiSXbaiwm 1 

■total (tor L l XX ore£) nrt out -58 

FU 1-32. J M M Arens J> Betts 

b bat A Fiir.njff, N H FanBrnth« G D Uoyd. 5™?$* - 4 

-:.n*.j&urMn.tDAu*n.G' W riss,RJI>Beri. Extnutog Ib3 -11 

PJUdRn. WbHMUaurt— — 

Bowlin* (to date): Hamilton 6.1-1-23-1: M (cant): 7-36 8-115 9-143. 

:£■? 2-0-15-a Bawftag Brawn 15-5-33-2; BeBs 17 3-5- 

UmpltWK Earner and R A WMe. 51-B: Kitean 7-1-20-1; Botfng ll-3-28-<£ 

Co* 8-4- 12 - 1 . 

DURHAM - Socond taring* 

FOWBTS; r[mdi r M a>griltardrawltthu *D C Boon c Scnra b Matta- .58 

— con d ^rm*n* s vridict* atawto*. ree 64 fM P SpatfifK not our - a ft 

RXM behind DWfayahire. today: UD. M M Ba ta not out 6 

OCoiSe Lms/Wy won toss -ri A 

CAMBI9DGE UNIVERSITY - first taring iSfE&XT* 

135 E T Smith 85'. ** «* 3-122. 

OERBYSMRE - first Hinta DM n« &*c J J B Levrts, P □ Coflrtfcwod. 

^ BoHtng, 0 M Car; N Klleen. S J E totMtnu 

i S Rffif* rji out 79 Bortne Averts 9-2-31-0: Rata 14-4-3S- 

C J Afla'r.s i Smith b RwtJi 33 he>m8 7-0-2r-0:Ma«tio-13JU3S-2:U*it- 

A N Havhuisf ibw b P Jones 0 toot2-0.12-0. 

V P Carte Ibw b Ana -57 OXFORD WHVERSTV - Second taAng* 

M J Vandrai c Daason b R Jones — ..18 R D Hudson tow b Brown — — .0 

iK V Krilvpn not out 39 J E FfeMWS not Out 0 

P A J DeFrenao. c Htw b Freotn 22 COR kSttfoot rWOut — 0 

G V Robe-3 mx out - JO Extras (fb2>._ — — J 

Extras ib2i 1012 u*2l J37 total (tor 1,4 o»ara) — J t 

total (tor 7 dac, 96 oren) 383 « 1-0. 

FM (CO«): 2-143 3148 4-197 5-261 6- to bat: B W Byrne. J J Bull. J A G Futon, 

2657-303. *N E F Laughton, C PSteL tA P Sold. J M 

DM not tat K J Dean. D E Matcoim. M Arena. DP Maths; 

BowSitf: PS Jones 27-3 76-1; How 11-2- Bowing (to xtatBh Brown 2-2-0-1; Bens 2- 
43-0; Owvson 17-0-55-0; Fnwttl 22-1101- 2 ‘°^- 

i: House 5-MW>;Fio tones 14-3-39-1. Uniplrea: J H Harris and N A Maflendec 


Wood brings colour to gl^ day Two-year Aamir ban" 


JON GULLEY 


reports from Headingley 
Vbrkshire 289 v Lancashire 
45-1 


The sun went in more or less as 
the players took the field here 
yesterday, which Yorkshire will 
hope is not an omen after last 
season’s ultimately unrewarded 
promise. In feet, the day’s sub- 
sequent greyness was in keep- 
ing with the low key nature of 
the cricket in a fixture that il- 
lustrates how attempts to 
manufacture a competitive at- 
mosphere seldom work. 

Opening the season with a 
Roses friendly probably seemed 
a good idea at the time, when 


a change in the Charm 
programme limited the tradi- 
tional rivals to one confronta- 
tion per year. But if Lancastrian 
and Yorkists ever craved a con- 
test with nothing at stake there 
was little evidence yesterday, 
when spectators paying at the 
gate numbered 135. 

It has the look of a second XI 
match, which cannot have 
helped. Many of the bigger 

names are absent, either because 

they are injured, engaged at 


land squad session. And raio- 
ApriL, these days, is too early for 
overseas players to be involved. 

An opportunity, then, for the 
understudies, among them 
Matthew Wood, a 20-year-old 
right-hand ba tsman from Frale y, 


who marked bis first-dass debut 
by scoring 81 before an inswing- 
ing delivery from Peter Martin 
had him Ibw shortly after lunch. 

Wood, who has represented 
England at Under-17 and Un- 
der-I9 level, is another product 
of the Yorkshire Academy. He 
earned his place after making 
a century on the county’s pre- 
season tour of the West Indies. 

With the former England 
opener Martyn Moron offering 
guidance after Mike Watkinson 
won the toss and chose to field. 
Wood looked comfortable from 
the outset. Moxon was bowled 
by lan Austin, after which Wood 
survived a sharp chance to gul- 
ly off Austin on 23 but domi- 
nated a third-wicket stand of 77 
with the captain, David Byas. 


The other opportunist was 
Bradley Packer, squeezed out by 
the Australian Michael Bevan, 
last season. Yorkshire expect to 
know today whether another 
Australian, Michael Slater, will 
replace Bevan this year. In the 
meantime, Parker caught the eye 
with a forceful unbeaten 85. 

On - an easy-paced pitch, 
V&tkmson was the most pene- 
trative bowler before lunch, af- 
ter which 'no one did more 
damage than the off-spinner, 
Gary Yates, another who has to 
make do with meagre rations, 
largely because ofWatkinson's 
versatility. Yates’ four wickets 
included that of Gareth Batty 
- I9-year-old brother of Jere- 
my - whose debut, in contrast 
to Woods’, lasted one tell 


The Pakistan opener A amir 
So hail, who has played in 34 
Tests, was banned from in- 
ternational and domestic 
matches for two years by the 
Pakistan Cricket Board yester- 
day. 

The PCB disciplinary com- 
mittee chairman, TaJat Ali Ma- 
lik, said Aamir was guilty of 
violating its code of conduct by 
levelling “baseless charges of 
match-fixing and betting" against 
some national team members. 

u We gave him enough time 
to provide solid proof but he 
was not willing to co-operate," 
Malik added. Aamir described 
it as an “act of victimisation. It 
was expected. It is aimed to ruin 
my career. But I am not worried 
at all." Aamir can appeal with- 


in the next 60 days. 

Mark Taylor is set to retain 
the Australian captaincy for 
this summer's Ashes lour, de- 
spite his continued poor form 
with the bat. He was told ves- 
terday by the Australian Crick- 
et Board that his position is safe. 
The rest of the Australian squad 

will be announced today. 

Ashley Giles, Warwickshire's 
left-arm spinner, and the York- 
shire all-rounder Craig While 
have withdrawn from the Eng- 
land A versus The Rest game 
starting at Edgbaston tomorrow. 
Giles suffered a recurrence of a 
knee injury and is replaced in the 
A side by Peter Sudi of Essex: 
White has a shoulder injury and 
his place in the Rest is taken bv 
Ben Hollioake, younger broth'- 


A close call for Dr B Hull's double dealing Richardson’s run ends 


Equestrianism 


GENEVIEVE MURPHY 
reports from Ardingly 

Dr Wilffeid Bechtolsheimer, 
who was second reserve for the 
British Olympic dressage team 
last year, gained a narrow Grand 
Prix victory here yesterday on his 
new mount, Mettemich. 

This was the third Grand Prix 
test that Dr B (as he is known) 
has ridden on the 12-year old 
stallion whom he bought in 
Germany at the end of January. 
Though talented, he was lucky 
to defeat Fiona Bigwood and 


the chestnut Dance and Fly. 

The winning margin was a 
mere 0.03 percent and Bigwood 
must have lost at least that when 
her horse became upset by the 
clanking of a tractor and trail- 
er at the end of the arena. This 
was her first show in England on 
Dance and Fly, who had won 
nine Grands Prix in Germany 
before she acquired him. 

At 20, Bigwood is still eligi- 
ble for the Young Riders team, 
but it is quite possible that she 
will be selected for the senior 
squad for this year’s European 
Championships 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1BJD 


The First Divi-aou leaders, HuH, 
have continued tbeir team- 
strengthening by signing Jason 
Laurence from Salford and 
Paul Crook from Oldham. 

Laurence, an Australian foil- 
batik who has played for Not- 
tingham. Huditersfeld and York, 
has been released by Salford fol- 
lowing [he dub record signing of 
Gary Broadbent and has joined 
Hull on a free transfer. 

Crook, a utility player who 
made 13 Super League ap- 


pearances for Oldham last sea- 
son, cost £10,000. 

The former Hull loose for- 
ward Dean Busby has been 
transfer-listed by St Helens at 
£75,000. Busby was an £80,000 
signing in August 1985, but has 
been hampered by injury over 
the past year. 

John Joyner, who recently re- 
signed as coach at Castieford, 
is being linked with the vacant 

S ' b at Featheretone Rovers. 

avid 'Ward stepped down as 
Featheretone coach at the 
weekend and the club say that 
it could be two weeks before a 
new appointment is made. 


Tennis 


a third-round place with a 7-t 
2-6, 6-2 victory. 

Richardson, who was Grca 
Britain's success in the Davt 
Cup defeat by Zimbabwe 
reached his highest world rank 

of the Jamn n^« _ h2T.!:T“ ,u mg ’ 6 “ uariiCT ,his W*. a "' 

SKSKE!'' 5 "- “S,"5BS'5Sg 

and No J seed, Richard Kra 
Jicek, beai South Afriou 
NctUIc Godwin in straight sets 
■ Rising Romanian player In 
na Spirlea and former winners 
Brenda Schultz-McCarthy an. 
Lon McNeil, head the cartv en 
toes for the DFS Classic ii 
Birmingham fa>m 9 to 15 June 


Andrew Richardson’s impres- 
sive run of results came to an 
end in Tokyo yesterday when be 
was beaten in the second round 


iuu a ivioik ISU55CL 

The 23-year-old left-hander 
from Lincolnshire, who was 
forced to win two qualifying 
matches to enter the main draw, 
put up a brave fight against the 
former Olympic champion. 
Richardson fought back after 

losing the first set on a tkshreak. 

but it was Rossct who booked 
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Argentinian consolation for the Lions discards 


: Bu gb y Union 

CHRJS HEWETT 

Rather like Bany John in his 
elusive heyday, H^knd-s finest 
will be travelling m two direc- 
tions simultaneously this sum- 
mer. Full-scale international 
commitments in South Africa 
and Argentina are certain to 
stretch England’s enviable 
strength in depth to breaking 
point and give Jack Rowell 
■<Vj°me idea of the precise balance 
between quality and quantity. 
If anything, England’s two- 


Test visit to Argentina win be 

even less of a tea party than the 
Lions’ tour of South Africa. Per- 
haps it was just as well that, in 

stark contrast to the Lions’ 
squad announcement a fort- 
night ago, there was no sign of 
the Mad Hatter theory of se- 
lection when Rowel] named his 
squad at Twickenham yesterday. 

At least four of those bound 
for South America - Adedayo 
Adebayo, Mike Catt, Kyran 
Bracken and Phil Greening - 
should have beenbookedon the 
first flight to Johannesburg 
rather than Buenos Aires and it 


is none too testing an exercise to 
find additional names for British 
rugby’s misplaced persons Jile. 
Ben Clarke and Darren Garfonh 
spring immediate^ to mind. 

That, though, & a problem 
for the Lions, not England. 
Rowell’s 29-strong party looks 
.well capable of emulating their 
predecessors of 1990. who also 
travelled with 14 uncapped 
players, by claiiniug a share of 
the series. 

Extreme pace out wide is at 
a premium — what’s new? - but 

Adebayo. Jon Sleigh tholme and 
the surprise package from Sale, 


David Rees, are instinctive fin- 
ishers- Given the running po- 
tential of Jim Majlinder and 
Mark Mapleloft from full-back, 
the degree of Test know-how at 
half-hack and the serious clout 
in evidence up front, they can 
expect their fair share of scor- 
. ing opportunities. 

The sudden promotion of 
Rees, a 22-year-old Londoner 
who packs a motorway’s worth 
of gnt into an almost laughably 
miniscule 5ft 9in frame, under- 
lines Sale’s emergence asa gen- 
uine power in the land. The 

PiDangton Cup finalists supply a 


bright and bouncy quartet and 
should have contributed a fifth 
in Dave Baldwin, criminally un- 
fortunate lo be denied one of the 
four second row places. 

The schedule includes de- 
manding warm-up gpnuy with 
Cordoba, Buenos Aires and Ar- 
gentina A, topped off with an “in- 
teresting” midweek examination 
from Cuyo m Mendoza between 
the lists. *11’$ a big challenge,” 
admitted the coach . “The Ar- 
gentinians are very strong - 
scrummaging is a way of life for 
them - and while I think well 
have a useful pack, the question 


will be whether the front row can 

stand the pressure.” 

In fact, Rowell bolds a 

stronger hand in that department 
than he acknowledged yesterday. 
If their performance for Bath 
against Leicester last weekend 
was anything to go by. Kevin 

Yates and John Maflett are welT 
equipped to ride roughshod 
across he length and breadth of 
the pampas. Gartorth. the 
Tigers’ tight-head, is no slouch 
other anai thanks to the rapid de- 
velopment shown by Richard 
CockeriU, there will fie a mean- 
ingful contest at hooker, too. 


There arc no sleepless nights 
to be endured cm account of the 
locks, either. Martin Bayfield’s 
recovery from a career- threat- 
ening pelvic injury should guar- 
antee line-out possession, and 
with Martin Haag hack in his 
pomp at Bath, ibe engine room 
just might have a touch of the 
Ford Cosworths about it. 

The weak link appears to be 
at open-side flanker, owing to ihc 
fact that this squad does not pos- 
sess one. “We were looking for- 
ward to haring Neil Bade along 
on tour bin be was abducted by 
the Lions,” said Rowell with a 


smile. He will be laughing on llic 
other side of his face if break- 
aways like Rolando Marlin 
abduct all the loose hall when the 
chips are down in Buenos Aires. 

Scotland, meanwhile, dropped 
a kilt-full of bombshells when 
they named a 30-strong party for 
the summer trip to South AiHcii 
and Zimbabwe. Andy Nicol, the 
Bath scrum-half, takes over the 
captaincy from the Lions-bound 
Roh Wuinwright and the result- 
ing squeeze on the No 9 shirt 
means there is no place for 
Bryun Rctipulh. a five Nations 
first choice. 






Gascoigne stays 
in the shadows 


a Football 

" WYN GRIFFITHS 

Paul Gascoigne's 20- min ute 
cameo in Rangers’ 6-0 demoli- 
tion of Raith Rovers on Tues- 
day night is unlikely to earn him 
a more prominent role for Eng- 
land when they face Georgia at 
Wembley in two weeks' time. 

Unless the England coadt, 
Glenn Hoddle, is prepared to 
gamble on the 29-year-old’s fit- 
ness, Gascoigne wfil have to wait 
for the 31 May trip to Poland 
for a possible England return. 

The Rangers midfielder's 
comeback at Stark's Park was 


his first competitive gamp, smiy. 
■25 January and coincided whit 
a victory that virtually ensures 
a ninth successive title for 
Walter Smith's side. 

However, Dundee United’s 
Scottish Cup commitment has 
denied Gascoi gne the chance of 
a full game next week to try to 
show Hoddle be could have 
been ready for the World Cup 
qualifier on 30 April 

Rangers were scheduled to 
visit United next Wednesday but 
the match is postponed, with 
Dundee United meeting Kil- 
marnock in a Scottish Cup 
semi-final replay. 

With no Rangers game until 


Republic leave 
McGrath out 




RGB McLEAN 


Paul McGrath s distinguished 
international career could finally 
be over after he was yesterday 
left out of the Republic of Ire- 
land’s squad for the vital Group 
Eight World Cup qualifying tie 
against Romania in Bucharest 
on 30 April- 


recalled the 35-year-old Crystal 
Palace midfielder . Ray 
Houghton. "It was an inept 
pCTformance against Macedo- 
nia. Even a point against the Ro- 
manians would be welcome,” 
McCarthy added. 

With Romania top of the 
table after five games and five 
wins with 19 goals scored and 
none conceded, it promises to 


5 May, against Motherwell, 
Gascoigne wiD have no time to 
regain match fitness following 
an ankle injury. 

“I gave him a taste of play- 
ing again last night and he is eas- 
ing toway back.” Smith said. 
“He still has a lot of training to 
do but he should be fit and ready 
for the MotberweD game.” 

Gascoigne has missed 10 
games for his dub since injur- 
ing his ankle in a six-a-side tour- 
nament in Amsterdam at the 
end of January. He also sat out 
England’s World Cup defeat by 
Italy and the Wembley friend- 
ly win over Mexico last month. 

It as expected, he misses out 
on die Georgia game. Gas- 
coigne could play m the three 
final Premier Division matches 
for Rangers in May to prove his 
fitness for the trip to Poland. 

Raith. meanwhile, who were 
relegated to the First Division 
of the BelPs Scottish League fol- 
lowing Tuesday night’s hum- 
bling, are believed to be the 
target of £250,000 takeover by 
their former manager, Jimmy 
Nicboll. 

NIchoD, who rejected an of- 
fer from the chairman. Alex 
Penman, on Monday to be- 
come caretaker manager for the 
rest of rite season, is expected 
to return in the summer as man- 
ager of the dub he led to the 
Cbca-Cbla Dip in 1994 and die 


However, Mick McCarthy, .vfrWs upfcS task for the Irish to UefaCnp. “It is a bit early to 
tbclrish manager, i cfo se s t o sa y - g est ure t heir piiduwPu charest - say -arty tiri fl g -’gfrOOT 
if this cl the endfor the-37-year- * ifi the hope of quaHfymc for a* 1 Ntchoflf slid yesterday/ • “ ■ 


.year $ 


if this Etthe endfor the-37fyear- * 
old Derby defender. McGrath 
won the last of his 83 caps in the 
scoreless draw with Wales in 
Cardiff in Rbraaiy. 

“I have spoken to Paul sev- 
eral times this week and he 
agrees with the decision as he 
is still suffering with injuries,” 
McCarthy said. 

AL “Pau! can play in one game 
f and miss the next one. In the 
long term he wants to clear up 
these injuries. The more games 
Paul misses, the less chance he 
has of playing,” McCarthy said. 

Earlier this month McGrath 
was withdrawn from the Irish 
squad in controversial circum- 
stances just half an hour before 
the team flew to Skopje for the 
3-2 defeat by Macedonia. An 
Achilles tendon injury was the 
official explanation. 

The Sunderland striker Niafl 
Quinn, just back from a cruci- 
ate ligament injury, was not 
named in the squad which wall 
be reduced to 20 before travel- 
ling to Romania. But McCarthy 
has indicated that there could 
Me a lute call for Quinn if he 
shows full match fitness in forth- 
coming club games. 

Meanwhile there is a first caff- 
up for the 17-year-old Everton 
defender Richard Dunne and 
recalls for Gary KeDy (Leeds), 
Curtis Fleming (Middles- 
brough), David Savage (MDI- 
wall) and D3vid Connolly 
(Y&tford). 

With both Jason McAteer 
(Liverpool) and Alan 
McLoughlin (Portsmouth) serv- 
ing suspensions, McCarthy has 


ih the hope of qualifying for a* 
third successive World Cop fi- 
nals. • • 

A one-match suspension 
rules out Liverpool's Mark. 
Kennedy for the Republic of 
Ireland's European Under-21 
Championship qualifying tie 
against Romania in Bucharest 
on 29 April. 

But the ban has not prevent- 
ed Kennedy being elevated to 
the senior squad for the follow- 
ing day’s World Cup tie as sus- 
pension at Under-21 level does 
not apply to World Cup games. 

Ian Evans, the Under-21 
manager, wil] also be without 
Tottenham’s Stephen Carr be- 
cause of suspension as the Irish 
youngsters attempt to build on 
their 4-0 victory over Macedo- 
nia earlier this month. 

The debutants in the squad are 
Neale Fean (Tbttenham), Owen 
CoO (Bournemouth), Peter Gain 
(RwenhamX Shaun Carey (Nor- 
wich) and Tony McDonnell of 
UCD, the only League of Ireland 
representative. 

REPUBLIC OF WBiUB SQUAD f» Room*, 
am m B0M World Cep tatefafc* tto III 
Bud&rM 30 *(•): A Kaliv Ofe 

«n (Btackbun). (Man Uttfl. CaootaJMra 
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Brian McClair admitted be 
was flattered at the crowd of al- 
most 44,000 whidi turned up for 
his testimonial against Celtic at 
Old Trafford last night. 

“I had abet with Brian Kidd 
and it’s cost me £30,” said Mc- 
Gair,wbo is edebratinghis 11th 
season with United after join- 
ing from the Glasgow side to 
£850,000 in 1987. 

“He said there would be 
more than 30,000, I said it 
-would be less than that and I was 
certain I was on a banker. But 
it has been a tremendous night 
and 1 am very flattered so many 
people have Bed such a long way 
to be there. When over 40,000 
people turn up for you, I am 
touched beyond worefe. I am de- 
lighted. It was very emotional 

“The manager capped the 
night when he told everyone 
that I am going to be there next 
season. 1 don’t know in what 
role, though. Perhaps FQ get my 
chamois ready to wash all the 
cars!” 

The crowd bettered previ- 
ous testimonials against Celtic 
for Bryan Robson, Mark 
Hughes and Lou Macari, and 
McClair said that is why he 
had the wager with Kidd be- 
cause he did not think he 
would get anywhere near the 
40,000 mark.* 

“It was a great night but it was 
never going to be about mon- 
ey,” McClair said. “We tried to 
keep down the price as low as 
we could so people could come. 
Hopefully they had satisfac- 
tion and value for money.” 



Jose Hernandez's fumble allows Colorado’s Larry Walker (right) to steal second during the Chicago Cub’s 10-7 defeat 


•Photograph: Reuter 


Walker puts Cubs in record book 


Baseball 


As the sport remembered Jack- 
ie Robinson on the 50th an- 
niversary of the day he broke the 
major league colour barrier 
with the Brooklyn Dodgers, 
the Chicago Cubs were trying 
to forget their own unfortunate 
entry in the record books on 
Tuesday. 

Larry Walker was the inspi- 
ration for Colorado Rockies 
when he contributed two home 
runs and four RBI to lead his 
side to a 10-7 victory over 
Chicago, securing the Cubs’ 
place in history for the worst 
opening performance in mod- 
ern National League history 
with 11 consecutive defeats. 

The Cubs are still 10 defeats 
shy of the major league mark for 
the worst start to a season of 21 
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probably miss Europe’s Final four 
ofiajndonship next week. If tie isst® 
postttve In a sarandtefit, ha faces a 
fit^month ban by Rta, the sprat’s in- 
ternational federation. 

NBA; AMrn 109 Ww JgWW Wj 4? 
PtiotnK 132: Hoatanlffl tAC^pwa lift >**• 
lauto 92 Town® 90: Seatfia IDS San Arm- 

mb as. 

Bmlo^ „ ' . ' 

Steve RoUnson^W^Boin^' 
canisailon ffrtencpnonental fcetner- 
wetefit champion, wOl defend hte tltte 
egpmst 21^earcld kdo SanchezLwn, 
Sm^o. tfMaSdcl on 8 May RoHn- 
son won Ns preserttifle ^ bating 
tbmas Santonin the ftst round at &et- 

wood in March. 

CycHa4 

IatuwitJaW*rt, of Ranee, yeaterd^ 

won the Flftche Waftxme race. In Huy, 
Belgium, for the second time in three 
ware. Jdabwt, who ifctes forthe Span- 
^^xgTEam.crossedmeKnel8ffic- 

o«ts ahead of Luc labtow,tlwfOT^ 

worid champion. Ate ZOHe, 

Swiss team-mate, efi^d out six other 

riders to take thW place. 

Darts 

The Embassy. World 
rhamaonsheswOi haw reewo-omw 
SSSmWOf £ 166,000 nad year; 
wniflS incwithe of an 

“tSSy Green from 3-il-Jamw* 
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flrqjbyLa^be 

Bramley have signed the twins Antho- 
ny and DavM Gibbons from Leeds Rhi- 
nos in a one-month loan deal. 

HaHfax am negotiating with their Eng- 
fandintamatfonaf hootef; Paul ftowtey; 
In the hopes of keeping fwn at Thrwn 
Haa. Rowley is die subject of rival b«Js 
from Wigan and wamngton, but Hali- 
fax said yesterday that they wished to 
retain Ns senices. 

Rugby Union 
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losses set by Baltimore Orioles, 
of the American League, in 
1988. “I'm confident we’re go- 
ing to turn this around,” Jim Rog- 
gjeman, the Cubs manager, said. 

Mark Thompson, t&e Col- 
orado pitcher, raised his record 
to 3-0, despite allowing six runs 
and eight hits. He also added his 
first career homer - a solo shot 
in a three- run fifth inning that 
boosted Colorado's lead to 9-5. 

Walker’s second four-hit 
game of the season raised his 
batting average to a leading 
.522. He also leads the majors 
with nine home runs and 22 
RBL “This is certainly the best 
start I’ve ever had in my career.” 
Vfeflcersaid. 

In New York, Armando 
Reynoso pitched five scoreless 
innings and Lance Johnson 

added four RBI as the Mets 
broke a four-game losing streak 


Ing (Currie), C G Hatter (Wasnw), M J M 
Mu m iww c na re i.CAMuntytHBHriU.SMia- 
m (BBdfert). 3 A McM IMntdsb), E W Pan 
BaW, R J S Sbteterd (Mrtwe). I R Steffi 
g i rq elP j l.BP Sai— iTtEteumgi AmOwr»cafc>. 
M 7 ai a m at gt cn rai p ray. Pr wte Bi i (New narw . 

Table tennis 

The England women's team beat Aus- 
tralia 4-2 in yesterday's semi-final and 
wil! face Singapore, the favourites, in 
today's final at the Commonwealth 
Championships in Glasgow. Ergand's 
men are also through to today's final 
and wW take on Mia. 

COMMONWEALTH CHAMPIONSHIPS ttlte- 

Sm) Des: Gum Fi Nerttem kfitond 4 snsa- 
oom l. Orete tt StMate 4 Souffi Afita 1; VUas 

4UHAtisaWcHtt1)iMEtap:1Mfeg4Sctt- 

tano l. nuiiil Bimti: Enfland 4 Aiarefca J lErg 
/ana flat N neoon to m S 2hflu 10212113 
7-21. LLom» 01V b 2110 21-12, A HOB hf T 
Qoutfi 21-14 21-10, Hon ana low H U ana 
3 hm 21-14 21-17, Innas 01 3nu 21-1 2 
19-31 23-14; Smsapore 4 Catena 0. Playoffs 
New Z eaeno a Bareados l; ScoUend 4 South 
AMcal. 

Tennis 

JAPAN OPEN CHAMPtOttSWS (IslM] Hoir^ 
Mas, eenrmtl rente: R Kate* (Nam) bt N 
GoOwm tSA) 9-3 6-e ; M Norman iSaD) H J G*n- 
betaue (US) M S3: JSort (US M F FOWten 
IDeni 7-56-1: JTatsiBa (US) WTSua*Uape«J 
6-3 6-2: HHohUSw)«MT*HteriSiTO) 4-6 
6-3 0-S P Reftw (Aus) IS B Ran (trt 60 W; T 
Janai wso n (Swei or D Nesor (Cenaasi 6-4 6-4; 
S MmuoK Uapari) bt H Kerteo Unri 7-S S-l: 
M Woodfenfe IAmM bt M Snw (Cert 9-1 64; 
U Ahm <smo « a fdet e as o o ism ?S 2-6 
9-3; M Damn (Cz fte» n 0 Detate (Fn 7-fi d-6 
6-4; L Rqlk (Frf b* J P Ftouwi fFrt 7-6 6-4, 
Vhmtea aiiete, terf roan* A tano Uus) 
K R hnu Uapani so 3-6 64; J Lee (US) m M 
Saak (Jacen) 63 6-1: A hazier (US) b( Y YoaH- 
da Oaten) 6-4 6-3; C Moanu (US) k n nww 
» Owen) 94 7-6; ASteftoma Usgen] tx M fu 
(U6i 9-2 6-2: Wang S»-tne (tte a Kiwteann 
(ftfij 63 6-4: H Po IUS) Bi J tMnanabe lUS) 6-2 
62; NSanwiww (japan) at M Bufe (Japan) &1 
44 64. 


with a 5-0 victory over the Los 
Angeles Dodgers. Toby Borland 
pitched the final four innings for 
□is first save as the Mets gained 
their first shut-out of the season. 

The game was halted after 
the fifth inning as baseball paid 
tribute to Robinson. In the ma- 
jor league park closest to the 
former Eboets Field, where 
Robinson led Brooklyn to six 
pennants in 10 years. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton and Robin- 
son's widow, Rachel, look pan 
in a ceremony at second base - 
the position RobinsOD played 
for most of his career. 

In an unprecedented move. 
Bud Selig, the acting commis- 
sioner, announced that Robin- 
son’s uniform number. No 42, 
would be retired throughout the 
major leagues. 

In Atlanta, John Smoltz 
pitched a six-hitter for his 10th 


career shut-out, while Jeff 
Blauser tripled home a run in 
the second and Ryan Klesko 
had a run-scoring triple in the 
third and scored on an infield 
bit by Chipper Jones as the 
Braves beat the Cincinnati Reds 
4-0. Smoltz walked two and 
struck out seven as he out- 
played his former team-mate 
Kent Mercker to band Atlanta 
their fourth consecutive win. 
their 10th victory in 1 1 games. 

In Florida , Brady Raggio al- 
lowed two runs and five hits 
over 5 1 /." innings to win his ma- 
jor league debut as the St Louis 
Cardinals moved to a 9-3 vicioiy 
over the Marlins. St Louis have 
now won of four of the last six 
matches after starting the sea- 
son with six straight defeats. 

Jeff Kent continued his run 
of hits with a homer and three 
RBI and Marvin Benard’s two- 


out RBI single capped a four- 
run sixth inning as the San 
Francisco Giants rallied for an 
8-4 win in Philadelphia over the 
Phillies. 

Mark Lewis contributed two 
runs and J T Snow added a two- 
run single for San Francisco, 
who have nine victories against 
three defeats. 

The Pittsburgh Pirates stole 
a 3-2 home victory over the San 
Diego Padres when Sterling 
Hitchcock hit Tom' Womack 
with a pitch at the end of the 
ninth inning to force home 
Jose Guillen for the winning 
run. 

In Houston, Pedro Martinez 
returned from an eight-game 
suspension to pitch six strong in- 
nings and Henry Rodriguez hit 
a three-run homer to lead the 
Montreal Expos to a 7-5 win 
over the Astros. 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


BARCELONA OPEN Mania Mn0OB, COCOOd 
route C Plttne (FI) t* M fitaPW OJrug) 6-2 6-4; 
C Man fSpi fcFCtov* ISp) 64 64; H tea (Moi'l 
bl J ««o (Spj 6-3 4-6 6-3; F Vcewu iSp* bt i 
BWtib tSW 64 6-2: C Red K 0 Jotnson 

(US) 94 7-6; F UanOK CSpJ lx F fto« ISP> 64 
60; A BeresatHM (Spi Is R Frambeni Ufcs) 6-4 
6-3; F Meien i&) bi G Schafer (Auu 7-5 6-2: A 
Matedn (Uta) tt Cota Casa ESd) 6-2 60: M 
Gne*w(GeH!*GLoOKkSpi&7&4 7-6;ACos- 
a iSp) a J A Vioa iSpi 64 6-a A Port* (Sw 
IX MRrn 10*317-6 7-ft M UiMGP ®*«) BYe 
KnfeMwIRuSI 3-6 6-2 9-3. 


TODAY'S 

FIXTURES 


FocrtfoaD 

7.30intess atat 

tas LEAOSE Second DMalor; Cater Ftew £r 
Hartford vChancn St Pm f7.4Sr, iMvenhoe 
« Barttnad (7.45L 

WWSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE: Furness v 
Folkestone Irwwa (6.0). 

UN180N0 LEAGUE RSI DMeioiE Asttton Uta 
v Grama (745). 

UMEr SUSSEX COUN1Y umu£ nrat DM- 
site Oatanxr u saaoeen (745); Snorenam v 
Wti|745). 

PONTWS LEAGUE Pitete DMMte Beam u 
LMTpooi (7.0). Hte DMbMk Irinwanr v As. 
ion (Ala (7.0). Second DMakxc MenteeU v 
Bunley 17.0); Smdsport » ftothertsam (64$); 
GrtnsOy v Manchester C4y (7.0). Letew ftp 
«n*flnot State » WstssH (7nj. 

FA vnmi CUP Steri-ttei aecate Ite Btek 
(MT1 Roms (1) V Crystal Petate (2). 

Speedway 

ELITE LEAGUE: Ipswleft V VWmhsmtfon 
(7J0). 

FRaHER LEAGUE KnoeMfat Cm SAMSttl 
v Bente (745). 

Other sports 

TABLE 1B0BS: CHmnaUi OwntemHoa 
(GteSM. 


Yesterday 

AVOW HSURANCECOMBMAHON Hnt DM* 
•fte cardfl l AishtM 3; Cteften 3 UOugl 3; 
Crystal Pal ace 1 Watford 1, Swansea 1 
Souffiamp?t«i L Ijbb 0M Cop M«nWtaat Wtesl 
Ham 2 Tooartm 5. 

Tuesday 

NATtOMlMDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Rnt DM- 
rion: Bamstey 2 (Hendre; 44. MaiceO- 50) Okl- 
hom ft Bwrm&wm 0^ Tronmere Cs Qy^al Pabcn 
2 (DtwS. 21) SwueD.Secana Dlwion: Back- 
poa Ouaon a BrenHortl«Ea6a23i Cneaef- 
Sok) C r. Brad Oty 2 (Barnard pen 30. Qumr 
681 WtntiBm 1 (Mottb 71k Buy 1 Ueoaon 4) 
OweCttam Cany2 <Hnan)e«6S. Jtnes 
86) Piymoutnl (Coons 711; WVaanbe 5 (Cu- 

idI pens 12. 29. McGam 33. Sialaid 42. tod 

82} Bumtey 0. 1)wd Dmsian; Csnlifl 0 San 
mpe 0: hub Cm t (Oeray 19) Catcher* 2 
(Attach 21. Sale 2«. 

SHI'S SCOTTISH lEAGUEPnnterDMtem: 
RHh Raws 0 Ranges 6 (Pane IQ. Pune 21. 
25, RoHrtson 28. LauinjQ 59, MeCotst Bl). 
BRIAN McOMRIESIMOMAL MSTEicskr Uol 

1 (Keane) Celtic 2 (Hay 2). 

POKTWS LEAGUE Rest DhtetaE Coteruv 0 
AS»nV4b2. ■ 

AVOW INSURANCE COMBINATION First DM- 
Shwc Odonl lAd 2 Norach 2. 

DR MARTBS LEAGUE Premier DwWte 
Ashtw 2 BteSKh Z Craaey 2 Dercheswr 0: 
H«i» 2 Salisbury 3. BMani DMiloa: 
Qranmam 1 Corby 0: Rauw 0 Stepated Dy- 
namo ft RtefcdiO Knciday Tom 1; TdRiwonh 

2 BettaOrth UW 1- SMhen OMfim: Ffe« 0 
Maisne 6; Trtjwtsndge 1 VMnay 2: Vheson-oi- 
per-M3i&2 Ctaredon 3. laaBta Cib Ural Ihst 
tee Bulon Abort 2 Sudbuiy Tumi 1. 

■RS LEAGUE Plantar DiaWm r^lcs&uy uni 
1 Hendon 2: Boteom Wood 1 YeatSufi 1; Dut- 
web Hamtat 0 Sunon Utd 1 ; Qsks Atatabc 1 
State* 2: Heytahfae Steta 0 Ert&4 0. Out 
P taWon; 8am?n HtaCT 0 Wokaigian) 0: Carv 

wy Bars) lBoawr te* LToomeAUttbam 
1 7b*ne 3: UUrcas 1 8*ncs» i Wcntwig 1 
Abneta Tom 0. Second nutates Baritr® 1 
EinaB l: BeflfoniTOM] 4 Ware 1: BwehnBl • 
1 ft Oteer RowA (tortltad 2 Usatfw^ 

head 1: Hoa hwn 0 Tlftuiv 1: Wembley 0 


Wham 0. 7Mnl DMatec Epsom S, E«w* J 
yfc^to & find** 7: Herttord 0 Nortlmaodl; 
Hamcteirch 0 Ateey 1 ; Southall 2 Clapton 2. 
IRUBOND LEAGUE Premier DMfdOfl: Suite) 

0 Knot-stay O; Fntaov ArtJebc 2 Gammoaurfi 
Trwmy 2: GuaUey 0 Uanr« 1: Larxjetct 1 A) 
ftetei 0; Runcom 1 Bambei Brdy 2: Witton 
Attxon 1 Wmsion) 3. Hrst DMUorc CcnnJrton 
lCute)As»tail:GteatHaTwtal2 FjistvCeSc 
3; RadcMfo Borougi 2 Ashton Uri O. Wamnfi- 
tan 1 Wortoigon 1; Wortaop 0 Lnctfn UK) L 
WNSIOMJEAD K3rt LEAGUE first Dhneton: 
Chatham 3 Deal 1: Heme Bat 3 Ttamesnwad 
2: Hythe 0 WMstable 2; SUM Gum 4 Can- 
ttfbay City 0. 

unuet Sussex county league Hrvt dm- 

stare HateKwi 0 Eastbourne Tom 3. 
FHJOWnON BREWERY NORTHERN LEAOUE 
Fhn OMsite Stoci-Jon 0 Gusbomutfi 0; Tax 
L ao 1 ConseS 2. 

INTERLMK EXPRESS MIDLAND ALLIANCE; 
Same# 3 Wes) w*Snnds Pda- 1; BLAaraS 2 
Strajtad L- Chasehwn 1 WBenhaii l; Rx-e* 
» l SMtelOc StapenM 1 Blown* l. 
NOfmSRN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE Prater 
DtaWoic Arnold 4 Uvenedfte L Huinall town 
5 Berner Town 1: Osselt T«*n 1 North Forty 

1 

SCREWfK DRKT LEAGUE Premier DMsIte 
Bndprater 0 MungMsIiatfl 2( Vtfesiburt 1 
Rauiui Rneis 1. 

mNSON EASTERN 1EAOA Pienriar DMUorc 
Fetaaowe 3 Hatteod 3; Lowestoft o Gorieston 
U NoimwLer l Hmn 4 mru-ston 2 : Hji- 
ion 0 FaMrnham 0: Vlloodtnd^ 0 Buy loxr, 5. 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE FM DM- 
Biut NpntMch Town 2 Eastwood HJrtej 2. 
HauM Tmdtr aaniMliBl mcom taC Varn- 
rial GW 0 Ncwaasaa Toon 2 iagg: l-3i. 
HARP«HI»NAL LEASUE OF RELAHO Re- 
mler DMakm: Deny Crtv 1 Shanaw* ftwen 
2: Fm Harps 3 Shotnurai 2; Si PuitatCaAth- 
letic 4 5t^ (town 2. 

SPAMSH LEAGUE: EtDomadua 1 iii)aneo pen 
22) Valence 0. 

FRENCH LEAGUE: 8a£k) 1 If-taanA 23 Pans 
a-Germam l iLotc 141 . 

GERMAN CUP SOM-fiaal! Encase CoObus 3 
ftvDnifflrtfl 65. bigengGSt HonecKeSli (tm- 
stuhcO. 


* 







In tomorrow’s Independent 

County-by-county guide to the 
1997 cricket season 
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Boon the enforcer 

Derek Pringle meets the new 
Durham captain, page 30 




Gould 


S Bfe 


survives 
as Wales 


manager 


Football 

JON BRODKJN 

Bobby Gould was retained as 
the manager of Wales yesterday 
after the Football Association 
of Wiles' management com- 
mittee accepted bis apology 
for making alleged racist re- 
marks. Gould's future bod been 
m doubt after the Bolton Wan- 
derers and Wales striker, 
Nathan Blake, accused him of 
racism two weeks ago. 

Gould, who has fiercely de- 
nied any racist intent, welcomed 
the decision. "I have been 
cleared and I am delighted with 
that, but I knew in my own mind 
I had done nothing wrong.” he 
said. “As far as I am concerned 
the matter is now closed and I 
am not going to say anything 
about iL AH I want to do is get 
an with the job I am paid to do." 

The issue is likely to rumble 
on, however. Blake has stated 
that he does not wish to play for 
Gould ag ain , although he hint- 
ed yesterday that he may reverse 
that decision. “I don't know 
whether I will change my mind 
and play for Wales again if se- 
lected, because I haven’t real- 
ly thought about it yet,” he said. 

“I have spoken to my man- 
ager at Bolton, who says that 1 
ought to play for my country, 
and I have spoken to my agent, 
who says that 1 should stand by 
my original decision." 

Blake was particularly in- 
censed by Gould's remarks 
about the Nottingham Forest 
striker, Pierre van Hooijdonk, 
following W&Ies’ home defeat to 
the Netherlands in October. 
Gould has admitted calling Vfan 
Hooijdonk “a black bastard”, but 
insists no offence was intended. 

Blake has also cited a train- 
ing ground incident before an- 
other World Cup qualifier, 
against Belgium, in which 
Gould told him he would “play 
for the blacks [black bibs]". 
Blake subsequently withdrew 
from the substitutes’ bench 
rather than sit alongside his 
manager during the game. 

Gould's apology, rejected by 
Blake, appears to have been piv- 
otal to the FAWs decision to 
bade him. In a written statement, 
the association said it had tak- 
en into account a letter from 
Gordon Taylor, the chief exec- 


utive of the Professional Foot- 
ballers' Association, expressing 
admiration for Gould's apolo- 
gy and explanation of events. 

Officials from England and 
Germany will outline their ar- 
guments for hosting the 2006 
World Cup to the executive 
committee of Uefa, the gov- 
erning body of European foot- 
ball, in Geneva today. The 
meeting was called after com- 
plaints from the Football As- 
sociation that senior figures in 
Uefa were already committed 
to support of an exclusive Eu- 
ropean bid by the Germans. 

“We will be asking Uefa if 
they are prepared to take a neu- 
tral position between our bid 
and Germany,” Alec McGi- 
van, the director of the FA’s 
World Cup campaign, said. “If 
not, if they want to come out for 
one or the other, we want to 
know bow they are going to do 
that, how they will achieve a de- 
mocratic process that fairly as- 
sesses the merits of both bids.” 

The FA, which is budgeting 
£8m to £10m for its campaign, 
has made it dear it will continue 
with its bid regardless of the 
outcome of today s meeting. 

The FA has also said it will 
support the Football League in 
its efforts to reinstate a place 
in Europe for the winners of 
the Coca-Cola Cup. Next sea- 
son Uefa Qip places will no 
longer be open to the winners 
of lesser cup competitions in 
countries where the top divi- 
sion has more than IS te ams . 

Chelsea look set to sign the 
Nigeria international Celes- 
tme Babayaro from the Belgian 
club Anderlecht. They are un- 
derstood to have agreed in 
principle to purchase the 18- 
year-old defender, who was a 
member of the Nigerian team 
which won gold at last sum- 
mer’s Atlanta Olympics. 

The Middlesbrough manag- 
er, Bryan Robson, has con- 
firmed his interest in signing 
Des Whlker, whose contract at 
Sheffield Wednesday expires 
this summer, Itelker, 31, may be 
available on a free transfer if the 
Bosnian ruling is extended to in- 
dude transfers between English 
dubs. Robson is likely to face 
competition from Nottingham 
Forest for the former England 
defender’s signature. 

More football, page 29 
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Vane glorious return: Old Father Time is gently lowered on to Its new berth, the Tavern stand at Lord's, after a six-month restoration by Richard QuinnelL The famous 
weather vane had been a prominent feature of the (bandstand hi St John's Wood, north London, since 1928 Photograph: Mark Pain 
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Johnson eager to make 
second comeback 


Athletics 


The disgraced former 100 me- 
tres world record holder Ben 
Johnson wants to make anoth- 
er comeback. Johnson is train- 
ing near Ottawa and wants to 


ACROSS 


I I’m for having billion in 26 

bundle? Not likely (10) 

8 Irregular rebates, or 

course (5.4) 27 

9 Game reserve (4) 

10 In a short time meal must 

follow (6) 1 

II Animars bound, attached 

lo stake (8) 2 

13 Unit’s at faulL leading lo 3 

burst (6) 4 

14 Appeal in band strikes the 

pansian as slight (8) 5 

17 Probes with bugs quietly 
concealed (8) 6 

19 Points to cultivate, its said, 
in conduct (6) 7 

21 Bridge players inclined to 
set joined up (8) 12 

23 Fluid, fourth of butane, 

feeding guttering lamps 15 

( 6 ) 


Obscure English coin (4) 
Expert with hammer se- 
curing curling ornate pat- 
terns (9) 

Rise before commotion 
( 10 ) 

DOWN 

One figure skirting river 
and canal (9) 

Gnaw at stalk (4) 

Kwhs of receivers (S) 
Broad taste, but eschewing 
seconds (5) 

Yobbo's nicked ring and 
fine watch (7) 

Does it ensure a high 
turnover? (10) 

Decoy’s trapped State law- 
breaker (6) 

Level, University, in match 
at last (10) 

Wound up by crack in bar, 
on lime (9) 



on, his fellow Canadian Dono- 
van Bailey, if the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation 
agrees to lift his lifetime ban. 

"The only thing I don’t have 
is the race edge, the 35-year- 
old Johnson said. “The speed 
and endurance are there, but 
the mind isn’t there 100 per 
cent. It won’t take long.” 

“It’s 100 per cent that this man 
is back,” Morris Chrobotek, 
Johnson's manager and agent 
sakL “He has served his time for 
an alleged second offence. He's 
clean. He’s raw. He’s back.” 


Athletics Canada, the sport’s 
governing federatioa in the coun- 
try, and Quobotek agreed on 
Tuesday to send the IAAF Coun- 
cil a letter asking it to reconsid- 
er Johnson’s ban at its meeting 
on 29-30 May. The letter says the 
ban prevents Johnson, who still 
eooadeis himself a fell-time ath- 
lete, from earning a living 

Johnson tested positive for 
Stanozolol in 19S8 and was 
suspended for two years after 
winning the Olympic 100m ti- 
tle at Seoul in a world record 
9.79sec. In January 1993, he was 
suspended for life after a sec- 
ond positive test for steroids. 

Johnson said he is scheduled 
to run at meetings on 1 Jane in 
Bratislava and 5 June in Rome, 
assuming the IAAF lilts the ban. 

Meanwhile Bailey wfll offi- 
cially become the 100m world- 
record holder this week. Usually 


world records are ratified with- 
in a few weeks, but all the 
records from last summer’s 
Olympics, including Bailey’s 9.84 
in the 100m and Mich ad John- 
son’s 1932 for the 200m, have 
yet to be ratified by die IAAF. 

The IAAF general secretary, 
Istvan Gyulai, blames USA 
Track and Field, the American 
governing body, for the delay, 
and brushed aside reports that ' 
ratification was being withheld 
because of a lab error m Atlanta. 

A few months ago, it was re- 
vealed that five to seven positive 
drug tests from the Atlanta 
Games were disregarded be- 
cause the contract with the test- 
ing lab had expired before the 
Games ended. *It has nothing to 
do with that,” Gyulai said. He 
blamed the problem in delays in 


from USA Track and Field. 


it ban for dead octopuses 


16 Jack’s ninny nose (8) 

18 One recruited by joining 


20 Boss, if yielding haste 
harden (6) 

22 Bank, quiet little one (5) 
24 Man I almost twist? (4) 


Ice hockey 

ANDREW MARTIN 

What has 10 legs, Red Wings 
and is banned from the Detroit 
home of one of the National 
Hockey League finest? Here’s 
a hint: the answer concerns 
one of the more bizarre Amer- 
ican sporting traditions come 
playoff time. 

frnsaf the Detroit Red Wings 
caught bringing dead octopuses 
into the Joe Louis Arena - or. 


worse, chucking them cm to the 
rink- are to be thrown out 

The practice of lobbing the 
eight-legged creatures on_ to 
die ice has been a play-off ritu- 
al for Red Wings fens since 1952. 
Thai is when the first octopus 
was tossed at the defunct 
Olympia Stadium, each arm 
representing the number of vic- 
tories needed to win the Stan- 
ley Cup. It now takes 16 victories 
to win the outazed trophy, but 
the tradition has continued. 

In September, however,, the 


NHL said that a home team 
would be penalised if a game is 
held up because of fans throw- 
ing objects on the ice. 

The new rule was imposed 
largely in response ' to Florida 
fens, who littered the ice with 
hundreds of plastic rats 
whenever the Panthers scored 
last season. 

Hence the Red Wings’ warn- 
ing to their loyal followers on 
the eve of yesterday’s opening 
play-off game at home against 
the St Louis Blues. 
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Bemie Ecclestone challenged -over his stoke 
in Formula One - Rage-22 






